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MONTHLY INDDXSS OF RETAIL SALES, JANUARY, 1942 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


January sales of retail trading establishments in Canada declined by 36 per 

cent from the Christmas peak in December put were 26 per cent higher than in January a 
year agoe The 26 per cent gain over January, 1941 is the largest increase recorded in the 
comparisons for corresponding months during recent years while the 36 per cent decrease 
from December was considerably below the usual seasonal decline for this period. The gen- 
eral index of sales on the base 1935*1939 - 100 stands at 128-5 for January, 1942, at 201-6 
for December 1941 and at 102.3 for January last year. On making adjustment for differences 
in number of business days and for seasonal variations, the adjusted index stands at 151-3 
for January, indicating that the underlying trend in dollar purchasing stood rather more 
than 50 per cent higher than during the five year period preceding the outbreak of war. 


Since these figures are based on dollar volume of business rather than the 
quantities of goods purchased, part of the increase must of course be attributed to higher 
prices. The Bureau's Retail Prices Index for January, 1942 was approximately 20 per cent 
higher than the average during the five-year period between 1935 and 1939. Although the 
price indexes and indexes of dollar sales are not strictly comparable, the price indexes 
do serve to give some indication of the extent to which the increase in dollar volume of 
retail business represents higher price levels, 


A 40 per cent increase over January, 1941 for stores specializing in foou= 
wear exceeded by a considerable margin the gains recorded for other trades» Variety store 
sales and candy store sales both gained 33 per cent; women's clothing stores and hardware 
stores reported increases of 31 per cent; food store sales were up 28 per cent; men's 
clothing stores 26 per cent and department stores 25 per cente Increases over January, 
1941 of less than 20 per cent were reported by other trades as follows: jewellery stores, 
19 per cent; restaurants, 19 per cent; drug stores, 16 per cent; furniture stores, 9 per 
cont and radio and electrical appliance stores also 9 per cents The increase in the latter 
trade was considerably lower than the increase in prices arising from the 25 per cent 
excise tax on manufacturers’ prices in December, 1940 and coming into effect after the 
liguidation of stocks already in dealers' hands. 


Figures on a regional basis revealed marked increases in January sales in all 
parts of the country, percentage increases in department store sales over January, 1941 
standing at 25 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 20 per cent for Quebec, 27 per cent for 
Ontario, 23 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 26 per cent for British Columbia. 


Sales of 16 departmental firms which reported sales by departments averaged 
23 per cent higher in January, 1942, than in the same month last year Sales of footwear, 
clothing, household appliance and radio departments led others in extent of gains over 
January, 1941. Shoe department sales were up by almost fifty per cent from last year; 
women's clothing averaged 29 per cent higher, while sales of men's clothing were up 23 per 
cent. Sales in radio and household appliance departments averaged 25 per cent higher. 
It should again be noted that these percentages are based on dollar sales and make no 
allowance for higher prices resulting from various factors including the 25 per cent excise 
tax in the case of radios and electrical appliances. 
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Regional Trends in Retail Trade 


Introduction 


The following summary constitutes the fourth 3 j 

| regional surveys of rotail trade in the five economic oe oes ees nae oat 1 

| indexes for twelve lines of business are used in the construction of the eouerat ines os 

of retail seles in Canada contained in the regular monthly serics, representation is civen 
to cight trades only in this special survey Regional retail trade statistics (on the 
basco, 1935-1939 = 100) are available for only six of tho kinds of business used in the 
monthly series, namely food stores, men's clothing stores, women's clothing stores, de- 
partment stores, variety stores and drug storose These, togethor with indexes of SpamECy 
general store salos and new passenger car sales, comprise the basis for the general index 
reviewed bolowe Direct comparisons cannot be made between the gencral indexes derived 
from the two seriese The goneral index of retail trade based on twelve lines of business 
recorded improvement of 16 per cent in 1941 over the year 1940. Tho index based on eight 
trades showed a gein of 13 por cont in the same comparison- Inclusion of results for 
country generel stores, whose increases in 1941 over 1940 were less pronounced than were 
those for other kinds of business, and of new passenger car sales, which declined in 1941 
below tho volume reported for 1940, tended to modify the increase in the general index 
based on cight trades. 


Canada 


Sales in the fourth quarter of 1941 increasod 10 per cont from the corres=~ 
ponding period of 1940 and were 24 per cent higher than in the final quarter of 1939: 
The 10 per cont increase in the fourth quarter of 1941 over 1940 was suller than those 
recorded in earlier quarters, sales having increased 11 per cent in the first quarter, 
12 per cent in the sccond quarter and 19 per cent in the third quarter of 1941 over 1940. 
Sales in 1941 increased 13 por cent over 1940 end were 26 por cent above 1939 


Seles of department stores increased 11 per cent in the fourth quarter of 
1941 ovor 1940 and were up 15 por cent for the full yoars Sales of grocery and meat 
stores gained 18 por cent in the last quarter as compared with a 15 per cent increase for 
the years iien's and women's clothing store sales were highor by 16 and 11 per cent re= 
_spoctively for the final quarter with corresponding increases for 1941 over 1940 amounting 
to 20 and 17 peor cent. Fourth quarter increases for other groups, with increases for 
the year in brackets, wore as follows: drug stores, 14 per cont (15 per cont); country 
general stores, 10 per cent (9 per cent); variety stores, 19 per cont (20 per cent). New 
passenger car salos (dollar valuc) declined 40 per cent in the last guarter and were down 
5 per cent for the year- ) 


Maritime Provinces 


Retail trade in the Maritime Provinces increased 26 por cent in the fourth 
Guarter of 1941 over 1940, the gain excecding that recorded in any other region in the 
same comparisone An increass of 36 per cent over the corresponding period of 1939 was 
recordede A 16 per cent increase in the final quarter was on a par with the margin of 
dnereese shown for the full year 1941 over 1940. 


Dopertmont store sales were 16 per cent higher in the fourth quarter of 
1941 and 15 per cent higher in the full year 1941 than in the same periods of 1940. 
Grocery and meat store sales recorded an outstanding gain of 27 per cent in the quarterly 
comparison compared with an advance of 17 per cent in the annual results. Sales of men 3 
clothing stores were up 21 per cont in the final quarter and gained 26 por cent during - 
the year. Less favourable results were recorded by women's clothing stores where sales 
improved only 9 per cent in the fourth guerter although gaining 39 per cent for the full 
years Other trades showed the following increases jn the fourth quarter with gains for 
the year 1941 in brackots; drug stores, 16 per cent (21 per cent); country general 
stores, 8 por cent (8 per cont); variety storos, ¢1 por cent (26 por cont). New passenger 
car sales were 32 por cont lower inthe fourth quarter while annual totals were 
practically unchanged form 1940+ 


Qusbec 


A gain of 15 per cent in the fourth quarter of 1941 over 1940 was simila 
to the incrosse recorded in selcs for the yoar 1941 over 1940 in Quebece Seles were 29 
per cent higher in the fourth quarter of 1941 then in the semo period of 1939+ Depart? 
mont store sclos were up by 15 per cent in the finel quarter over 1940 whilo the incresc 
for the full year amounted to 16 per cont» Grocery and meat storo salos increases 19 
per cont for the quarter as against a 15 per cent advance for the yoare Sales in men's 
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end womon's clothing storcs advonced 21 end 19 per cont rospoctively in tho lest quarter 
of 1942 ovor 1940, thoso gains boing somewhet similar to the 21 and 22 por cont advances 
recorded in the annual comperisons. Drug store sales gained 12 por cont in tho fousth 
quarter ond shovod improvement of 13 per cent for tho yoar- Country generel store selos 
woro 15 por cent highor for the quertor and advanced 14 por cent during the full yoar. 
Varioty storo seles were up by about 23 por cent in comparisons for both the quartor and 


tho yoare Now passenger eer sales in Queboe doclined 34 por cent in the final quarter, 
put roeforded an increase of 3 per cent in the annual totals. 


Ontario 


Tho gonerel index of retail sales in Ontario everaged 10 per cent highor 
in the lest quarter of 1941 over 1940 and 26 per cont above the corrosponding period of 
1939+ Annual salos wore up 14 por cent in 1941 over the preceding yoare Sales of dopart= 
mont stores gained 11 per cent in tho final quertcr while averaging 16 por cent higher ovor 
the years An incrcasc of 18 per cont in grocory and moat storo sales in the fourth quarter 
of 1941 wes slightly greetor than tho 17 per cont advanco shown for tho full yoare Incroas- 
os for other trades in the finel quarter, with gains for tho full year in brackcts, woro 
as follows: drug storos, 16 per cont (17 per cont); country genoral stores, 10 per cent, 

(9 per cont); varicty storos, 19 per cont, (20 por cont}. Now passcagor car sales were 
41 por cont lower in tho fourth quarter and were down 4 por cont for the yoare 


Prairio Provinces 


Reteil trade in the Prairie Provinces was 5 per cont highcr in the fourth 
guarter of 1941 ovor 1940 while tha gain ovor tho same period of 1939 was 11 por conte 
Salcs wore 8 per cont higher in 1941 then in the preceding your. Dopartmont store sales 
were 6 por cont hishcr in the final quarter .s compared with 2 12 per cent gain for tho 
years Grocery and me~t store sales were 13 per cent highor in the fourth quartor.of 1941 
ovor 1940 and advanced 11 per cent in the annual comparison. lion's and women's clothing 
stores recorded moderate edvances of 5 2nd 1 per cent respectively for the final quartor 
as compared with gains of 13 and 9 per cent for the full year. Gorrosponding incroases 
for other kinds of business wore as follows: drug stores, 12 por cent (14 por cent); 
country generel stores, 5 por cont (6 per cont); varioty stores, 13 per cent (14 por cent) 4 
Sales of now passenger cars declined 39 pcr cent in the final guarter and were 17 per cent 
lower for tho yoar. 


British Columbis 


Seles of roteil stores loceted in British Columbia avercged 8 per cent 
above the fourth quarter of 1940 and 24 por cont groater than in the similar period of 
1939. An increase of ll per cont was recorded for tho full yoar 1941 ovor 1940+ Depart- 
mont store sales gained 13 por cent in tho quartor end 16 per cent over the yeare Grocery 
end moat store salos were up 15 por cent for the final quarter and 13 por cent for the 
yoare Increases in the fourth quartor of 1941 over 1940 for othor trades, with results 
for tho ycar in brankets, wore as follows: mon's clothing stores, 8 per cont (11 per cont); 
women's clothing stores, 6 por cont, (Jl per cont); drug stores, 11 per cont (11 por cont); 
country goncral storc:, 12 por cent (6 per cont); varicty stores, 12 per cent (11 por cont) « 
New passenger car sales foll off 57 per cent in the fourth quartor and were down 6 per cent 
for tho yeare 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
JANUARY, 194) AND JANUARY, 1942 


(Based on soles ef 16 firms) 


AN a =o. 


TOTAL SALES evecscccseonvesees 
Women's dressos, coats and suits eocescerees 
Girls’ and infants' wear eevrsecsrvconyrecver 
Hosiory and Gloves erns-covcrcecsrrseevcvence 
Lingerie and Corsets errerevovcvoerrearsvene 
Millinery bbe ee en ereenerer rer sereseertonsens 
Women's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5) 
Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings y.-. 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations - 
PLOCE ZOOdS seeeeeecveserorervooeserevereves 
Smallwares eeueccerseecaneervereteeereseeary 
Food and kindred products e+-svesoesesncecs 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 


Home furnishings ower ea eRe She SeeovorbBoegrarer ot 
, 


- Household appliances and electrical supplies 


Hardware and kitchen utensils -+-cessesvens 
Radios, musical instruments and. supplies. «+ 
Shoes and other footwear oveceromesecrovecee 
Stationery, books and magazines erreesescos 


All other departments, total «rorverssovere 


January 
1941 


n 


16,982,484 


1,429,275 


423,700 


628,747 


804,649 


110,073 


96,444 


1,653,548 


591,172 


1,865,222 


717,010 


1,846,093 


17251844 


LyLT9 108 


476,390 
707,654 
322,153 
893,015 
207 5927 


1,804 ,835 


' 


January 
1942 


20 59534765 


1,762 ,666 


562 ,840 


807,025 


1,129,877 


129,913 


2,031,614 


712 ,847 


2 243,075 


874,425 


2 273,446 


1,393,391 


1,314,366 


597 ,1LT 


850,555 


3915747 


1,327,428 


337,618 


2,213,815 


+23a3 
+3228 
+28.4 
+40.4 
+18.0 
+2943, 
F2209 
+2006 
+20+3 
+22 +0 
+2361 
+11,3 
411-5 
4253 
+202 
125-5 
+4846 
+172 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, FEBRUARY, 1942 
1935-1939 = 100 


February sales of retail trading establishments in Canada déclined by 6 per 
cent from January but were 18 per cent higher than in February a year ago» The 18 per 
cent increase over February, 1941 compares with a 26 per cent increase recorded in the 
January comparison while sales for the first two months of the current year averaged 22 
per cent above the first two months of 1941. The general index of sales, on the base 
1935-1939 = 100, unadjusted for seasonal movements, stands at 120-1 for February, 128.2 
for January and at 101.5 for February, 1941. 


The indexes quoted in the preceding paragraph are based on dollar volume of 
business and do not reflect changes in the physical quantities of goods solds The Bureau's 
Retail Prices index for February, 1942 averaged about 9 per cent higher than in February, 
1941, Although the indexes of prices and dollar sales are not strictly comparable it 
would appear that on the average about one-half the increase in dollar volume of retail 
business may be attributed to price changes. 


A minor gain of 2 per cent in dollar volume of business over February, 1941 
was reported by furniture stores and radio and music stores- Here again it should be 
noted that no allowance has been made for price changes which have taken place between 
the two periods. Substantial increases over February, 1941 were reported by all other 
trades for which separate data are compiled. The gain in shoe store sales, while less 
than that recorded in the January comparison, was still substantial, amounting to 33 per 
cent. Candy store sales were up 35 per cent while increases for other trades were as 
follows: men's clothing stores, 26 per cent; variety stores, 23 per cent; grocery and 
meat stores, 22 per cent; hardware stores, 20 per cant; women's clothing stores, 19 per 
cent; drug stores and restaurants, 17 per cent; and department stores, 12 per cent, 


The general index of sales, adjusted for differences in number of business 
days and for normal seasonal movements, as recorded in the experience of the past ten years 
rose from 150-9 for January to 154.5 for February» Similar increases in the adjusted in- 
dexes between January and February were followed by decreases in March in the results for 
1941 and 1940. ‘This erratic movement in the seasonally adjusted index may be explained 
by the fact that a considerable increase in the number of reporting firms occurred two 
years agoe It is probable that the seasonal distribution of sales for the new firms is 
not altoghebher similar to that of the earlier correspondents on whose records the season= 
al factors for calculating the seasonally adjusted indexes were based. 


Retail trade was higher in February this year over last for all regions af the 
country results for those lines of business on a regional basis revealede Increases were 
generally higher in Hastern Canada and particularly in the Maritime Provincese Department 
store sales were 16 per cent higher in the Maritime Provinces, gained 15 per cent in Que- 
bec and British Columbia, were up 13 per cent in Ontario and 7 per cent in the Prairie 

“Provincese Grocery and meat store sales were up 30 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and 
‘increased 23 and 22 per cent in Quebec and Ontario respectively» An increase of 19 per 
‘eent in the Prairie Provinces was followed by improvement of 14 per cent in British Col- 
umbia.e 

February sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
averaged 12 per cent higher then in the seme month of last year. Sales of furniture de- 
partments were down by 3 per cent, but results for other departments revealed gains over 
'February, 1941 ,a%though these were in most cases somewhat smaller than those which were 
Yecorded during immeaiately preceding months. The largest increase eet was in pis foot- 
‘wear department where sales averaged 28 per cent higher, while both men's and women’s 
»clothing recorded geins of 15 per cent. Food sales were up 16 per cent from February a 
year ago. Increases in dollar sales of departments handling household requirements were 
‘as follows: 17 per cent for radios and musical instruments, 8 per cent for home furnish- 

ings and 7 per cent for household applianecs and clectrical supplies: 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1941 and 1942, by Kinds of Business 


Comparisons are based on dollar valuee No 
corrections have been made for higher prices 


—— — mere | 


+ or = Ba be oat Lt with acta 
Kind of Business en 
January Jan+~Feb> 1942 
dL 1939 i 1941 1942 Jane-Febe 1941 
General Index eereeerverevare +5442 +18. 3 6.3 421.8 
Boot and Shoe Storeseeeorsees +9261 433.3 -21.4 +3844 
Candy Stores evereeccacceerecall +94.4 +34.5 +40.8 +89 
Men's Clothing Stores .--..-. +82.4 2 Geter es - 9.3 42409 
Women's Clothing Stores «-+.. +7163 19.4 . -16.9 42567 
Department Stores-.--.- epee ll +49.6 $12.0 - 7-8 +1748 
Drug Stores «c--sseveeceveees £3804 416-9 mS 5] Bars 
Furniture Stores cer-eseereces $4202 ip 203 41643 + Pi 
Grocery and Meat Stores -«-e-- $4965 421-9 E 542 42401 
Hardware Stores eercrevecroes +68-0 42063 -11.2 $2506 
Radio and Electrical Stores - $5506 + 1.8 -12+3 x 509 
Restaurants eerrcrereserves os +4706 H7+4 - 666 #281 
Variety Stores Baas Aa 483.8 42324 - 1.3 428-5 
eleeale eat eS a ie I ea Se Se et ae A es PE 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


ee EE SS REN 


February, 1941 and February, 1942 
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Sales in February, 1942 
Compared with Sales in February, 1941 


ae Boot and Jewellery 
Shoe Stores Stores 
GANADA ...+- ree ee +3304 
Maritime Provinces ererreres +416 
Quebec cvcocrcccercsvcecroves +4867 
Pe ee as vc say see $3266 
Prairie Provinces cerrrerers +2146 
British Columbia +eereessers 41848 
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Year and Month 


February, 1936... 
February, 1937 ---f 
February, 1938 ...] 
February, 1939 Est 
February, 1940 ef 
February, 1941 --ef 
February, 1942 oo] 
1941 
October o+srecerel 
November +-eecese 
December «rerees 
1942 
January + 
, Pebruary eee 
i Change, 
February, 1942 
February, 1941 
Z Change, 


Jane -Febe 1942 
Jan--Feb- ,1941 


February, 1936 -+>ll. 
February, 1937 cee 
February, 1938 -.- 
February, 1939 --- 
February, eee 
February, 1941 -..- 
February, 1942 ... 


1941 
October «r---+-- 164.2 
November---.--.- eeff 15525 
December-ecrereceft 224-4 
1942 
January serreeerel} 116.3 
Februaryresecesell 96.6 
% Change, 
February, 1942 419.4 
February, 1941 
% Change, 
Jane=-Febe .1942 42507 
Jane-Febe 1941 | 
February, 1936 eeel| 9463 
February, 1937 «ee 91.8 
February, 1938 eee]} 968 
February, 1939 «+-|] 9564 
February, 1940 -++|| 108-0 
February, 1941 -+ell 117.0 
February, 1942 e++|! 140.6 
1941 
October eocoeeoel| 14542 
November e-eerees 143-7 
December --ceres 161-6 
1942 
Januarye-+reeresell 15064 
Februarye--+eee-l] 142-6 
% Change, 
February, 1942 | 421.9 
February, 1941 
% Change, 
Jan. -Feb. 424-7 


Jane -Feb.- ,1 


CANADA 


Includes men's furnishings. 
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Provinces 


926 ‘5 
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11764 
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134.4 
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144. : 
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British 
Columbia 
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49.8 

61-0 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES - (Average 
(Figures for the current year are subject to fina 


tor i - i We koye, 
1 revision 


Maritime 
Provinces 


Prairie 
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British 
Columbia 


Year and Month CANADA 


February, 
February, 


February, 1938 -.- Le 
February, 1939 -+«-« 1605 
February, 1940 4-- hoe 
February, 1941 ... oe 
February, 1942 ..-» eke 
1941 
October -e-es+eee A56 
November.-++couee Ne 
December «eres 399.7 
1942 
January er-reseee 117-7 
February-+r-+-e- aE 
% Change, 
Wobruarys L282 41501 
February, 1941 
% Change, 
Jan--Feb-, 1942 


Jan.-Feb-, 1941 


February, 1936 
February, 1937 «+ 
February, 1938 .-. 
February, 1939 -«- 
February, 1940 c+. 
February, 1941 -.. 
February, 1942 «oo, 


1941 
WEtTODER os 6 ve «es 
Novembereceee Dae 


December «+eeeee 
1942 
JANUAryscereeves 
Februaryevecevce 
oo Change, 
February, 1942 
February, 1941 
o Change, 


Drug Stores 


February, 1936 .+».|| 88.8 9369 89.8 aie ak 

February, 1937 «>. 9467 102.6 95 +3 ve aD 

February, 1938 -e«» 90-7 9561 ae oe he 

Pebruary, 1939 ess 95-0 HO fre: aie i 

February, 1940 ».- 100-2 106-6 98.4 at . b Ae 

‘February, 1941 «+. Bes 5 113-3 1136) ay oe 

February, 1942 ---|[ 133-5 13562 130-8 5. 

; Beicter eecer eowe a ards) 138-9 135-3 15544 145-5 
Novembereoesenve 134-4 13425 Siem 1264 cn 
Decemberesor+eee6 182.6 164.2 181-5 189 3 lol. 

1942 

Januaryeerrcesscen 13646 7 ties 136-2 134 ne 
Februaryeeseceee 131.5 1352 130-8 Th 5 ° 

» Ch 

i ee 1942 4169 +193 +15+6 +171 ek 

1 February, 1941 ; : 

fo Ch e 
ie. 194 | 41663 41605 roe5 +18 -3 +14+4 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANSDA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
FEBRUARY, 1941 AND FEBRUARY, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms) 


February February yA Change, 
1942 1942/41 


a 


? 


WAVER SE CRETES sc Sic'sts b eae . +11.6 


1- Women's dresses, coats and suits o+-eereeveef] 1,418,543 1,554,186 + 9-6 
2- Girls’ and infants’ wearessovescsceverecvees 


440 ,295 516,351 +1703 


36 Hosiery and gloves cee eeooerer eos eee esreeeeeee 


628,082 172,086 42209 
4, Lingerie and corsets oveeseceose es bor reoreerese 147,234 897,435 +206) 
131,128 130 ,555 - 0-4 


De Millinery eoeeesseeor eso RP CF oT HHH HE HHH EHH HED 


6- Women's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5)-. +150 


7- Men's and boys? clothing and furnishings «.- 1,554,315 1,783,079 414.7 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations.. 630,506 708 ,087 +123 
AGA cee doe ins vee erst tease: swe ROA) 4 2615,499 1,830,483 411.9 
eee a Se bhi pes pe Se 714,167 7185517 +1020 
li- Food and kindred products erceesessesereeeee|] 1,951,445 2,149,203 +1l6r1 
12- Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,582,515 1,528,797 - 344 
13- Home furnishings ooccseocccsscvcecrocscecere|| 1,368,228 1,473,561 + 7Te7 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 562,592 601,126 + 608 
15- Hardware and kitchen utensils eecrcrecerecees 859,443 865,610 + Ocof 
16- .Radios, musical instruments and supplies «--. 305,653 356,796 +16+7 
17- Shoes and other footwear cecreerseeerervrers 911,429 1,166,580 428.0 
18. Stationery, books and magazines «+r-erereees 302 ,734 343,957 +13-6 
1,862 ,723 2,081,294 +11-7 


19. All other departments, total cverererss a 
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(1935-1939 = 100) 


A further pronounced increase in retail trading in Canada occurred in March 
with the dollar value of retail purchases ranging 21 per cent above February and 22 per 
cent higher than in March a year agoe The 22 per cent increase over March, 1941 compares 
with gains of 18 per cent and 26 per cent recorded in the corresponding month comparisons 
for February and January respectively, while dollar sales for the first quarter of the 
current year averaged 22 per cent over the corresponding period of 1941. The general 
index of sales, on the base 1935-1939 = 100, unadjusted for seasonal movements, stands at 
144.9 for March, at 120.1 for February and at 119-2 for Narch a year ago. 


Part of the major increase in March sales compared with last year may be 
attributed to the fact that Haster occurred one week earlier this year than last and 
consequently a greater proportion of the Easter trade was transacted in March this year. 

“On making allowance for differences in the number of business days in different months of 
the year, for normel seasonal movements and on making a further adjustment for the chang- 
ing Haster date, the adjusted index of retail sales stands at 161.8 for March, 154.8 for 
February, 150.9 for January and et 129.3 for March, 1941. 


The indexes and percentage Changes quoted in the preceding paragraphs are 
based on the dollar volume of business reported by the sample number of retail firms 
included in this survey and do not reflect the changes which have taken place in the 
quantities of soods purchasede The Bureau's Retail Prices Index averaged about 10 per 
cent higher in March of this yeur than laste Although the indexes of prices and of 
dollar sales are not strictly comparable, the price index dows give some indication of 
the extent to which the increased dollar volume represants enhanced pricese 


A marked gain of 62 per cent over last year for stores specializing in men's 
clothing or furnishings forms the outstanding feature in the March resultse Sales of men's 
clothing departments of department stores advanced 52 per cent in the same comparison, the 
pronounced increases revealed in these statistics reflecting the influence of impending 
restrictions announced during the month under reviewe Shoe store sales were up 38 per 
cent in March this year compared with last and were also up 38 per cent for the year to 
date. Stores speciulizing in women's clothing transacted 30 per cent more dollar business 
in March of this year than last while the quarterly’ total was up by 28 per cente 


Furniture store sales (as measured by dollar volume) were practically 
unchanged from last year, radio and electrical store sales were up 8 per cent, grocery and 
mont storo sdles advanced 14 per cent, drug store sales gained 19 per cent while incressos 
of 20 per cent or moro were recorded for all other lines of business for which fisures 
are available. 

f 


Results on a regional basis show that gains in retail trading took place 


a 
throughout the country, increases in the ilsritime Frovincees and Quebec generally exceod~ 
ing those in other purts. 


% Merch salos of 20 departinent:l firms which reported sales. by ee 

/ averaged 26 per cent higher then in the same month of last year _Purchases of men’s 
clothins, advanced sharply to\a point 52 per gent above licrch, L941. Sales of shoes and 
Other footwear continued at a high lovol and were 34 per cont higher in March this yoar 
over lust- Sales of women's clothing increased 29 per cont in the same comparison, while 
@ gain of 27 per cent occurred in salos of piece goodse Hurdware sales were 28 Persone 
greater then in March, 1941- Substanticl gains were clso recorded for all other depart- 
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-2- 
Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1941 and 1942, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar valuee No 
corrections have been made for higher prices) 


ST ES ee 


ES 


March, 1942 Cumulative 
+ or = per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business 

March March February Jan. -Mar., 1942 

| LES9 1941 1942 Jan--Mar-, 1941 

ee peaks 
Benerel Index vee. sevice cnr 4570 421.26 +2066 +2167 
Boot and Shoe Stores ....... | 499-6 +3843 $53.9 +38.2 
Bend yr Stores “tae. s eee esses | +66.1 42920 -22.8 12004 
lien's Clothing Stores are 4142.5 +62-1 463-5 +39-1 
Women’s Clothing Stores-.-.. +78.4 +30-2 +546 427-5 
Department Stores aap: | +6442 +2645 431.5 15 
Oe ee 34.9 4147 eee PP aaeee 
Furniture Stores «+scescesvee +4004 + 1.1 aBe4 Heed 3 
Grocery and Meat Stores .-.. +3799 +1365 4 79 $2004 
Hardware Stores evvrevcccous $1402 428.6 431.0 | 42764 
Radio and Electrical Stores, +5767 4 (eS) +17 =5 ) + 603 
BOStAUrantS «<<reesdeerveses ces +4725 41967 +1601 ) 418.5 
Wariety Stores «+... -cee. ieee 485.3 42208 415.2 | 42606 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


March, 1941 and March, 1942 


Sales in March, 1942 
Compared with Sales in March, 1941 


Region 


Jewellery 
Stores 


Boot and 
Shoe Stores 


CANADA oeerveeeev egw ee oe vege 


Maritime Provinces secareeeees 
Cuahec we yates ken occu es wen ae +5501 
OnNGA I POvie eile ple cs eels Ape elv «ie ele 
Prairie Provinces -cercesrerce +3269 


British Columbia <-.-oeeseccron 
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% Change, 
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Merch, L940.40«6» 10237 
March, 1941.<.5.. 114.7 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RSTAIL SALES BY PROVINCES ~_ (Average for 1935 - 1939 - 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Prairie 


i AGE PS: 
Year and Month {} CANADA Maritime 
j Provinces 


Provinces | 


OG SERS, ee ee 


British 
Columbia 
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eee ee ee _.___Depariment Stores 
March, 1936 ol ch OG 78.2 82.9 
March, 1937 pte! 92-5 86.1 94.6 
March, 1936 s+. 8647 #803 92.9 
March, 1939 | 8650 Thiet 91.7 
March, 1940.5...) 95.4 89.8 101.3 
Meron, 1941 «.s.- 111.6 L159 116.1 
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December>++ee si 239-2 27667 251.7 
1942 
Januaryeesorces; 11542 122.6 119-8 
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%Z Change, i | 
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id Change, i 
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Meren, 1939 <r 80.2 ed 
March, 1940 ..... 1.06% & iene 
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March, 1942 .. 148.6 IS tec a 
41 i 
NOV OMDEIs s+ ae + Lie 2 BAS. 
December ...... 341-6 453-3 
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PANVarY ec saec.s « fi 129-8 150-1 
February-ereeecl| 129-0 163+0 
MB Marchsesesrecoel| 148.6 193-7 
i Change, 
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March, 1941 | : 
f Change, | 
Jan--Mar- 1942 | +2666 F279 <3 
OES I 
= Drug Stores _ Dry, ie ee eae we 
March, 1936 ++e.+ll 908 GOAGR ih edoea died 86-8 | ae 
Merch, 1937 -«»»|| 101-9 104-9 1059 102 «8 9605 ptt 
Merch, 1938 cease 99.8 99.1 105-0 100-5 ee | : 
Merch, 1939. ecoecl|, 105.2 101-2 113-8 105+0 ae : ou 
Merch, 1940 esessll 109-4 116-5 115-2 108-2 ; 106. ere 
Mech, 1941 veveel] 12307 138.3 126-0 124.9 115 +3 | : a 
March, 1942 oe 141.9 163+3 1459 39a 139-3 | 34. 
1941 
caer ves 134.4 14983 134-5 137-1 12604 | ae 
December..-..+. | 182-6 223%) 164.2 181-5 1893 | : 
— weeell 13606 147.6 137+3 136-2 13440 13346 
ie 2 13223 es 126-7 124.0 
PObruary<ecese. at? 33026 152-5 139.3 134.0 
Se 141.9 15.3 145.9 | 139-5 : | 
€ Chan e, ne a 
. 1942 404.7 +18.1 415.8 Pee 120.8 t+1+-7 
March, 1941 
6 Change, = os +14. 
Jan-Mar. 1942 || +15-6 +18.6 +154 eee | Be i | ae 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN Ci: 
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MARCH, 1941 AND MARCH, 1942 


(Based on dollar sakes of 20 firms) 


sNADi, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Se SIA foun none vareennramoononeanh ener ee ee 
March | March 
1941 1942 
. TULA BA Ce eae a eam rae a a Ca 
e p 
TOTAL SLLES +e+eecesosecscceeeoy 20,892,996 | 26,358,210 
1- Women's dresses, coats and suits «cvorsevecell 25375,266 2,088 ,533 
Pmepsttris “anderniants’ Wear »sroercccrcctsonees 695,460 940,077 
BEES OSLODT Gnd GLOVES seseberedurecarvercerauss| 857,887 1,093,678 
4. eerie eNO COV SOS leases wieaswead cas ene oy] 887,356 V5 113.023 
|Z Millinery ecver-- reece, titles air easiness aoe 228,140 | 382 ,610 
| | 
i | 
6- Women's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5) | 5,145,109 | 6,627 a1 
{ 
: 
T+ Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings... 2,422 5992 46226910 
a 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations, 635,357 749,471 
i 
| 
9. Piece goods Feseeeceeennenrs eter eee esseeesyy 1,550,236 1,968 ,730 
10. Smallwares ey emcee 733,862 892 ,567 
| 
ll. Food and kindred products er 2,129,400 | 2,462 ,542 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) | 15250,5268 15399 5032 
q 
| 
164 
13. Home furnishings ee Seon | 1,506,825 ay Ree 
| | | 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies | 637,898 736,205 
5 Hardware and kitchen utensils «-+errreee fal 95 lG2 Ag 1,213,314 
.6. Radios, musical instruments and supplies 4 291,450 351,306 
17+ Shoes and other footwear sersranranseescersal 1,534,441 : 2,056,886 
$ eval 4 é 
8. Stationery, tooks and magazines-.oecesser 236,611 | 343 5993 
J | 3 
| 2,603 , 368 
“Je 11 other departments, total perk 2,117,067 | 160353 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, APRIL. 1 42 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Although retail sales in Canada averaged higher in April of this year than 
last the percentage increase was considerably smaller than that recorded in Marche April 
sales averaged 14 per cent above april a year ago compared with an increase of 22 per 
cent in the March comparison while sales for the first four months of 1942 stand 19 per 
cent above the corresponding period of 1941. ‘The general index of sales, unadjusted for 
differences in number of business days or for normal seasonal movements stahds at 154-8 
for April, 1942, at 144.6 for March, 1942 and at 135.6 for April of last yeare Tho base 
used in computirg these indexes is the average monthly sales over the five year period 
from 1935 to 1939. 


The shifting date of Easter is a factor affecting to a considerable degroe 
the percantage changes in sales for the Spring months of the year, the comparatively 
early date of Hastor in 1942 producing a favourable bias in the March figures» On making 
allowance for differences in the number of business days, for normal seasonal movements 
and a further allowance for the shifting date of Easter, the adjusted index of sales 
stands at 155-7 for April, compared with 161+4 for March, 154+7 for February and 150.9 
for January» The average of the seasonally adjustod indexes for the first four months of 
the yoar stands at 155+] indicating that tho underlying trend in retail trading as measur- 
ed in dollar volume was 55+] 2er cent above the average lovel of the five year period 
from 1935 to 1939+ The Bureau's Retail Prices Indox for the first four months of 1942 
avoraged 2043 per cent higher-than during the base periods While indexes of dollar sales 
and indexes of retail pricos aro not strictly comparablé, a comparison of the two sets 
of index numbers does serve to give some indication of the cxtent to which the increased 
dollar volume may be attributed to higher prices. 


Furniture store sales and sales of stores specializing in the sale of radios 
and electrical appliances averaged lower in April of this year than last while all other 
lines of business averaged higher» Stores specializing in the sale of men's clothing or 
furnishings reported the largest increase with a gain of 29 per cent over April a year 
ago while salesfor the first four months of the year were up by 35 per cent over the 
corresponding period of 1941+ Restaurant receipts were up 20 per cent over April, 1941 
and cumulative figures for the first four months stand 19 per cent higher than last yeare 
Percentage increases for other trades between April of this year and last with increases 
for the first four months of the year in brackets are as follows: shoe stores, 15 per 
cent (30 per cent); candy stores, 10 per cont (22 per cont); women's clothing stores, 

8 per cont (20 per cent); department stores, 10 per cent (18 per cent); drug stores, 19 
per cont (16 per cent); grocery and meat stores, 19 per cent (20 per cent); hardware 
storos, 7 per cont (20 per cont); variety stores, 17 per cent (24 per cent). 


; Furniture store sales were 6 per cent lower in April of this year than lagt 
and were unchanged in the comparison of the first four months of this year and laste 
Radio and electrical store sales were 5 por cont lower in April this year than last and 
wore up by 3 per cent in the four-month comparison. 


Results on a regional basis indicate that increases in April, 1942 sales 
compared with sales in April a year ago were higher in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec 
than in other rogionse General indexes of sales based on soven lines of business for 
which rogional figures are available reveal that the dollar volume of retail business ' 

/was up 20 per cont in Quebec in April this year compared with last and up 19 per cent in 
tho Maritime Provinecse Corresponding increases in other regions were 16 per cent in 
British Columbia, and 13 per cent both in Ontario end in tho Prairic Provinces. 


April sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by. departments 
averaged 8 per cent higher than in the same month of last year- aa in cea depart~ 
ments were more moderate than those recorded in Marche A summary of department s te 
salos by departments for the first quarter of this year and last is given on Page 
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Kind of Business 


April, 1942 
+ or = per cent compared with 
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7 Apri ir &pril oe 

| 539° 1941 
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General Index mee. es 448.6 +14.2 

Boot and Shoe Stores -sr..ee +4925 414.9 
Candy PHOrS deat ries: - + ne eens +39-8 | +10.3 | 
Men's Clothing Stores cy +87.3 429.2 f 
Women's Clothing Stores «eee, +46.0 ! + 8.4 | 
Department aes +4901 | + 905 | 
Drug Stores escent 43905 : +18. : 
Furniture Stores seceesseved| 42508 pe gee | 
Grocery and Meat Stores 4 $433 | +1922 | 
Hardwere Stores eons 452 04 | + 764 | 
Radio and Electrical Stores|} +47-8 | 406 | 
MRAGSUTANtS ocsccsecnsocssee $ | 200% | 
Variety Stores ee 46608 | 7e4 | 
| | : 
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Rogional Trends in Retail Trade 


Introduction 


Throughout 1941 this series of monthly reports contained quarterly stetemonts 
giving e goneral indication of the trend in retail trade for five economic divisions of 
the country» These statements were based on 8 lines of retail trade for which regional 
sales indexos were evailable. Department store sales, which reflect fairly accurately 
the trend of retail trade as a whole, were included in the calculations of these indexer, 
as were sales of food stores, whose sales volume is even greater than that of department 
stores» The combined woights for these two kinds of business were fairly uniform for all 
regions of the country and averaged 55 per cent for the Dominion as a whole. Represent- 
ation was also given to men's and to women's clothing stores, drug stores and variety 
stores» Most of these stores are located in urban centres: In order to give representa- 
tion to business in rural sections, sales indexes of country general stores were also 
included in the construction of the general indexes for each economic division of the 
country-. Because of the comparatively small number of retail outlets of durable goods 
and luxuries, such as furniture, radios, electrical appliances, jewellery, etc-, it has 
not been possible to prepare regional indexes for these trades. In order to compensate 
in some measure for these omissions and to give representation to the automotive field 
which, until recontly, held an important position in the retail trade, indexes of new 
passenger car sales were calculated and included in the general index for each region af 
the country. 


Recent restrictions on the automotive trade have been such ag to render the 
inclusion of motor vehiclo sales in these rogionel indexes no longer desirable. The 
effect of the inclusion of passenger car sales may bo noted when the index for Ganada 
based on eight trades is compared with the goneral indox for twelve trades as shown in 
the regular monthly sories. The indox for the latter series avereged 16 per cent higher 
in 1941 over 1940, whereas the index for oight trados showed a gain of only 13 per cent 
in the same comparison. The divorgenco continued throughout the oarly months of this year 
at an increasing rate, sales for twelve lines of businoss avoraging 22 per cent higher in 
tHe first quarter of this year over last, while the indox based on eight trades showed a 
gain of only 14 per cent over the January-to-March period of 1941. On the other hand, a 
-peneral index based on the sevon other lines of business for which regional figures are 
available conforms quite closely with the genoral index of sales computed from the 12 
tredes included in the reguler seriese 


Listed below are unadjusted retail sales indexes for Canada, covering the 
period from January, 1939, to March, 1942, as dorived from (a) twelve lines of retail 
trade and (b) seven lines of business for which regional statistics are available. 


Unadjusted index of roteail Unadjusted index of retail 
sales based on twelvo kinds sales based on seven kinds 
of business of business 

1939 1940 1941 1942 Ee, 1940 1941 1942 
January orreoevees 1963 G00 2 200aa: 4. 2oed 80.1 90-7 101-1 1262 
February sesso. 71+9 9004 101-5 12002 79 90-9 100-0 118.2 
March cvrocecveoe 9263 10569 119-2 144.6 “9302 105-5 117-1 141-2 
April orcceverers 104-2 110-1 1356 10220 107 +8 12909 
May eeccesceorece 10767 11969 142.9 10565 117-0 138-0 
JUNC eorevcsoever 109+8 12164 133°9 10864 118.3 129.8 
July Coke rerseereerd 91-3 10362 12224 ; G2e7 10367 121-6 
August @oereroores 9305 113-2 134-1 9407 113-6 133-0 
September eeeevce 116-4 1139 137«3 117-8 111.8 133-6 
October vescesece i A ae eu RUNG en RG Tey 118-4 130-6 149-9 
November cevsececs 1132 135¢7 146-6 112e4 = =134+4 14569 
December @erpeevveanr 157el 174¢3 20165 155-0 16869 196-8 
Annuel Averages - 105-1 117°5 = 13568 104-9 116+ 133-1 


The regional indexes quoted in the following paragraphs are thorefore 
based on the average results for seven trados rather than for eight, indexes af motor 


vohicle sales now being excluded» 
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Canada 


The composite indox of salos for soven kinds of businoss in Canade incroased 
21 por cent in the first Quarter of 1942 ovor the corrosponding period of last yoar and was 
53 per cont above the first Quarter of the pre-war yoer, 1939+ Mon's clothing stora and 
women's clothing store sales, the former stimulated by impending restrictions and style 
changes, recorded most pronounced advances in the first Quarter of this year over last. 
Gains of 39 per cent in men's clothing and 28 per cent in women's clothing were followed 
by improvement of 27 per cent in sales of variety chain stores and 22 per cent in depart- 
ment store sales.» Grocery and meat store sales averaged 20 per cent higher in the first 
three months of 1942 than in the same period of 1941, while drug store sales gained 16 per 
cent in the same comparison. Rural purchasing, as reflected in the index of country zener- 
al store sales, recorded a gain of 16 per cent in the first quarterly comparison for this 
yeare 


Maritime Provinces 
LS 


Increases in sales for the Maritime Provinces continued to exceed those shown 
for other regions of the country» The general index of sales for that section was 24 per 
cent higher in the first quarter of this year over last and was up 68 per cent from the: 
similar period of 1939. A 42 per cent increase in sales of men's Clothing stores was lars 
ger than those recorded for other groups. Variety store sales were up 29 per cent in the: 
first three months of this year over the corresponding period of 1941, while a gain of 28 
per cent was reported for both women's clothing and for grocery and meat storese Depart- 
ment store sales wore 26 per cent above the 1941 quarterly total, while drug stores report 
ed improvement of 19 per cent. Country general store salos gained 13 per cent. 


Quebec 


Retail trede in Quebec was 23 por cent greater in the first quarter of this 
year over last, but a 48 per cent advance over the corresponding period of 1939 wes small- 
est among the increases shown in similar comparisons for other regions of the country» 
Men's clothing store sales gained 47 per cent and sales of variety stores were 31 per cent 
higher than in the first quarter of last year. Sales of women's clothing stores were up 
30 per cent and department stores reported sales 24 per cent above the first quarter of 
1941. Grocery and meat store sales increased 21 per cent, country general store sales 
were 18 per cent higher while drug store sales gained 15 per cent. 


Ontario 


Retail purchasing in Ontario in the first quarter of this year was 21 per 
cent higher than in the same period a year ago and recorded a gain of 55 per cent over the 
first quarter of 1939- Increases in sales of men's and women's clothing stores were 35 per 
cent and 29 per cent respectivelye Variety store sales were up 24 per cent and department 
store sales gained 23 per cent in the quarterly comparison Grocery and meat store sales 
stood 20 per cent higher and improvement of 17 per cent was reported by country general 
storese Drug store sales were 14 per cent above the first quarter a year agoe 


Prairie Provinces 


The Prairie Provinces recorded an increase of 19 per cent in sales for the 
first quarter of 1942 over 1941, and a gain of 50 per cent over the corresponding period 
of 1939+ The increase in men's clothing store sales exceeded those for other kinds of 
business with an advance of 40 per cent over the first three months of 1941. Variaty 
store sales gained 27 per cent and women's clothing store sales were up 25 per cent in the 
Same comparisone Increases in sales of other trades were as follows: drug stores, 20 per 
cent; grocery and meat stores, 19 per cenh; country general stores and department stords, 
18 per cent. 


British Columbia 


An increase of 17 per cent ih the general index of retail sales for British 
Columbia in the first quarter of this year over last was the smallest recorded among 
results for various regions of the countrys Sales in that province recorded a gain of 
52 per cent over the corresponding period of 1939, <A gain of 35 per cent in sales of men's 
clothing stores was followed by increases for other kinds of business as follows: fee per 
cent for variety stores, 19 per cent for department stores, 18 per cent for women's 
clothing stores, 16 per cent for grocery and meat stores, 15 per cent for drug stores and 
10 per cent for country general stores. 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES - (Average for 1935» “a = 100) 


Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


CANADA 


Maritime 
Provinces 


Year and Month Quebec Ontario ; _Peeirie British 
Provinces Columbia 
(c) 


Men's Clothing Stores 


Bpril, 1936 «os. 
mprik, 1937 cae. 
April, 1938 --... 
mpril, 1939... 
April, 1940 .. 
ieapril, L941 veone 
april, 1942 ...., 
1941 
December -vrecee 
1942 
| January ceeoee- 
February «esses 
March eeovessvere 
| April ooeesdees 
% Change, 
im April, (1942 
April, 1941 
&% Change, 


Women's Clothing Stores 


Bpril, 1936 «+-«s| 134.5 124.6 
Mapril, 1937 «e+e. Lek T 120-5 
Wipril, 1938 ... 149.6 133.5 
April, 1939 ...- 125-1 125.4 

Bpril, 1940 «+60. 130.04 132-5, 

hpril, 1941 -. YI274 176-0 

April, 1942 .... 198-1 186.4 

1941 
| December. eeerres 223-6 23544 


(1942 


January -cvees on wee 
February +ees- ie oes 
March eeooePreve e ° 

april eereevee 198-1 186.4 


g Change, 


april, 1942 +1469 + 59 
April, 1941 . , 
J Change, 
il 


+24e1 +2061 


SE 


Al 
Jan 


i 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


“April, 1936 soecee ae ay 

April, 1937 soe. ai a 

April, 1938 eevee a 2 nn 

April, By IY, covee ee ae 

April, 1940 «++. 1206 : 

‘April, 1941..>. 13540 135 

. prii, 941. ew 6 fe 15926 

Ba” L942 coerce 1 Boh 

A241, 

| December. - «+++ >| 158-2 167.6 

ee ar Be pees. | 147-1 1570 

| ised seed 144.5 145-0 

March 4 158-8 156-6 
‘sei overseers 165.5 159.6 

Y April eee orsobe 

hp Change, | 

| April, 1942 » +2246 al 5 

Meepril, 1941 

| eae 42106 41961 


Jan.-April,1942'| 420-1 
— Jan--April,1941ii__. 
‘) includes men's furnishings 
4 
| 


g) Not available. 


* 
sealant? 
} Let 
‘9 
a) 
* Y Ons 
i 
. 
«1 
. ’ 
. 
. 
‘ 
- ‘ 
wo Pret 
’ 
’ 
. 
+m 
' 
. 


ee = 


ae pea. oc yw, =e 


Feit 


al ee 


7 2 
. ‘ P 
. 
) 
f. 4- 
a 
POR: 
' . 
fs 4 
yf 
* G 
#¢ 
t 
. * 
- * a 
J] 
ate pg poee. mn 
t 
w 
7m 
‘ 
‘ . 
Oy 
r os © ast 
‘ 7% ‘ 
3 
& 
i 
‘ 
. 
Sm 
. 
‘ 
‘ 
= 
. 
» . 
. 
ay 
ee 
* ’ ‘ 
© 
i+ 
‘ 
f) » 
' .s 


wre 


t -* 
Lh 
ee oe ‘4 
p it* 
ie 
“: 
a 
i 
+ iy 
a » 
ae ri 
. ee | 
»“s = 
‘ 
re i 
” 
re ree 
. 
‘ 
™ Per 
$ > oe 
a 
‘ 
. 
At ie 
pa 
¥ 
¢ Baye 
’ 
A‘ 
‘ 
AP 
x 
J . 
es 
ri 
Pa ~ 
Ad yrs 
oe ee 
ee: 
. 
> 
. 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
t 
’ : 
oD Ae 
C 
. - 
** 
. 
( 
. 


i ‘ 
a are 
bs Pa tie e. - ‘ 
ie facet 
; ~ , tye) 
4% bs «* Verse 
Sree pivre RACE 
( - ' i 
. i x 7 i 4q i 4 7 
4 Af 
“I oc } 
me - ~t = 
, -> , ¥ j 
: j “a 
} a ci ‘ : - f 
ibe F 4 va VA f f , 
ES + ie U2 i i: © & 
. Seine i" ied Y a 
1 a re a 4 } ioe 
r . 7 , 
; Fs . sae 
a an ‘ ‘ p | r 4 i . 
i Shia : ye a feat: 
i ae 
‘ 
i h r 
. f - 
te . rt we 2 I 
* ci 
‘ = + . Ws 
t i ‘ 4 
‘ iy | ; 
: ih : r i 
. Pen as ‘ : 3 ane 
a , 4 i “ht ii 
Pte Sed Smet he Ae « f 
, a 
me Be J An oy :- . ay - oc en of 
asthe Dantes op eres, 4 7 or Oe eae ix f ’ 
res eet adm 2 = io : ate Te 
a be? . j .: “isso J 
4 } ey ; 
we a y . a mG ex ih 
m4 : ws rt j 
” c 
5 a ; * . B Pes cs 
. ' % ‘ e, é 
a x , rt ‘ by 
i ‘ ; : 4 hbo { 
. 4 i 2 r +" ; 
K \ 
2 i ol 2 ~ ef n 
, es a , ota? ae 
t A ’ ‘ : * e" 
. <a 4 1 ae a ae 
: s ‘ YF i 
P i ‘ i 
etre | e 
A 7% J ‘ H 
. i i ‘ 
. ? i ; » e ft 
y ‘i ; its P re 
ras * ond bly Pc Sal's 
ae S Paha Se 
’ ue = ‘ . g . 
w§, * ee a | A Ok Au eee > 
“ ad he , he i i‘ 3 x P | aT ad ot hal y 
4 a 
: 7 1 eke De ae er 
a ae > j ee 


Prey s 
yy Fatg & 
> i owe < 
@ Siw’ J 


igs 
eS bl) 7. 


a ee 


e@rveertreeg 


@ 


ew 


UNADJUST.SD cree OF RETAIL SALES BY PROVINCES - (Average bor 1935 = 1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 


Year and oar one Hone CANADA 


| Maritime 
iad) hE RONG Oe 


Prairie 
Provinces 


British 
Columbia 


Ontario 


mor rk, - 1941 
J Change, 

|) Jan--April,1942 jak 8 
_ Jan. April-ig¢il| 


April, 1936 sooce| 94-3 
April, 1937 tercol 101-3 
April, 1938 seve 103.8 
April, 1939 eo: j 71s 
MmPrid, 1940. oe, 405.2 
April, 1941 vot save 
tpriz, 1942 . cool 144.8 
1941 i 

December «+-.0. 239-2 
1942 | 

January Bes 115.2 

Fobruary+erseoe| 107+4 

Marchececseseccs! 141.1 

April esce, oad 144.8 
2 Change, 

april, 1942 + 905 


Variety Stores 


april, 1936 coe. 82-4 728 8265 83-9 81-9 8564 
April, 1937 «eos. 84.8 76-2 8520 8544 8728 86.0 
BPril, 1938 +»»-col| 102.6 93+4 10565 104.6 97 +2 100+1 
April, 1939 eeeeef} 100.9 100+5 Henin. 9943 100-5 99.0 
April, 1940 -o-o+j/ 104.2 Ii7e2 109.2 100.3 102.9 9769 
Boril, 1941 »oee. 143-4 184.1 14942 137-6 140-0 77 
april, 1942 ever || 16843 210-1 182.4 160-1 162 2 13461 
1941 | 

December -eeese 341.6 4533 S3eand 33401 33266 301-8 
1942 | 

January eovessee!| 12908 150-1 139+6 1250 124.6 Tied 

February e+e. 12940 16340 13642 121.9 12567 1138 

Rr Chir scielesee ss 148.2 187-6 158.2 139.6 14566 12537 

April evesesoee}] 168-3 210-1 182-4 160-1 162+2 13461 
C Changs, 
| April, 1942 +1764 414.1 +2263 +1624 +1509 +1369 

epril , 1941 : 
Change, ; 

Jan--pril, 1944) +23-7 | +23.4 496.2 421-7 | +24.2 419-3 

Jane-hpril, 19441 
| 2 Drug Stores et ce ee 
pril, tone 92-7 93.8 36 ’ 
My LOR] coe 98-4 99.6 100-5 977 98-6 
Bril, 1938 -evner 101-2 10265 103-0 986 102+5 
Met, 1939 6006 102.8 101-0 102.3 115 «7 97°7 
ad, 1940 eoere 103-9 106-7 107+9 10365 ‘104e1 
Beil, 1941 seors 121.0 141-1 11767 119.8 115-6 
Mr 1942 »eres 143-4 172 a2 140-7 148+7 137-0 

41 

omer eee 182.6 226-4 1637 188.8 | 182-0 

42 

eeersoes I 136+6 147-6 1373 134+0 os 

February «cere. 130.8 152-5 132-3 12667 124. 

DCC he vse coos 14260 160-8 146-4 L37e 1353 
April eeeecvoes ft 143.4 A Ti2kere. 1407 148-7 137+0 

Change, 

Baril. 1942 H +1865 +220 4195 +24) +18. 5 

Kpril, 1941 of , 

Change H 

na 1942, | +1693 +19-0 416-6 +1442 +208 +1661 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTLENTS 


APRIL, 1941 AND APRIL, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms) 


SS A ee ner meen 


‘ 


TOTAL SALES eeeoceoeroreerarresevoeaehibod sd 24 6 6 092 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits «-sscsrceccevce 


2e Girls* and infant? wear «....eece- Rerete 


36 Hosiery Sr LOVGOS Rh = 6 aries eits ve welatee 6 4 6% iielob 
4e erueerte ANG COM SCUS fs enue sees 406 604 09.0.6 bens 
BME TAL AUGLY Sev eee csc eeeronspnceecvsivescsecderece 

6+ Women's and children's apparel -- (Total,l-5)e«. 
Men's and boys clothing and furnishings ceeeseoe 
8- Drugs and toilet articles and preparations e+e. 
Wege «Piece Goods eccerccsevevecsocs 


ere crepe ereeeuneoseve 


10. 


Sinaslewaya akeiptevelelric eceiels © s@oeoe3ren oecoewo veer eo enearvoaeoe 
ll. Food and kindred products CCCOHO FC OK Oo OH ero KO eH Oe o* 
2. Furniture (including mattresses and springs)..-. 
13. Home furnishings Coe ecoveesaseecoexzeresevrgreoeebheavoe 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies +++ 
| 
| 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils eresovervceseevere 
lb. Radios, musical instruments and supplies evrereee 


L7?e Shoes and other footwear eecssececvsroenrevveces 
Stationery, books and magazines ceecenevseoevere 


eevveovseee 


\9e All other departments, total oeecreres 


April 
1941 


3,347,586 


1,005 ,887 


1,097,414 


% Change, 


3,321,795 


1,031,395 


1,158,159 


+ 2.5 


aoe 


vB ae Wi) 


6 897,642 
2,758 ,086 
515,476 
1,380,658 
710,857 
2,145,297 
1,338,646 
1,776,044 
761,992 
1,249,536 
253,480 
2,010,212 
251,453 


2,526,713 


5334776 


1,047,216 


465,541 


3,150,915 
| 664,809 
1,644,095 
807 , 308 
24332 5194 
1,416,050 
1,876,179 
815,345 
1,458,091 
289,184 
2,085,840 
289,155 


2 688,625 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, RY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JANUARY TO MARCH, 1942 AND JANUARY TO MARCH, 1942 
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TOTAL SALES ee eooeeoeoheoseoescraeoervhepgos 


Women's dresses, coata and suits e+-. 


Gieis endsanfants’ Wear ++.s.sessnerierntere 
Hosiery and gloves - 
Lingerie and corsets ccavessccccsccescvevcnne 
Millinery cecceccvercerecceveveveceresverrece 
Women's and children's apparel = (Total ,1-5) 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings eee. 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations... 
PLGCe Goods Cecceceesvertucevetnrvoerecresvecs 
Smallwares -ereeus-sceree, 
Food and kindred products -+-eseevvsersvveces 
Furniture (including mattresses and 2 ee 
Home furnishings See toh 9). ct | 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 

Hardware and kitchen utensils eecersererecoos 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies «++» 
Shoes and other footwear cecceecreccererecvors 
Perrere re ky 


Stationery, books and magazines 


| 
All other departments, total -.--- over me 
if 
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Jane -March 


1941 


5 223,084 


1,559,455 


2,114,716 


2 5439 5239 


510,341 


13 .906,8 


5 330,855 


1,857,035 


5 050,957 


2,165,039 


5 826,938 


4,084,834 


4,054,161 


1,676,880 


2550320 


909 256 


3 338 885 


877 ,345 


5,784,625 
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Jane -March 


1942 


55,382,011 | 66,856,678 


6,405,385 


2,019,268 


2,672,789 


3,140,335 


7,041,604 


2,170,405 


6 042,288 


2,552 509 


6,885,191 


4,322,020 


923,091 


1,934,448 


25929479 


1,099,849 


4,550 894 


1,025,568 


6,898,477 
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% Change, 
1942/41 


+2007 


+226 
+2965 
+2604 
+2867 
+128 
+2520 
+320) 
41609 
+1926 
+1709 
+1842 
+ 508 
+11+6 
+1504 
+163 
+2120 
+3603 
+1609 
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MONTHLY INDEXES OF RETAIL SALES, MAY, 1942 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


\ 

The dotlar volume of retail purchasing in Canada, as measured by the com- 
posite index of sales for twelve lines of business for which data are available averaged 
12 per cent higher in May of this year than last and were up by 3 per cent from April, 
1942. The 12 per cent increase over May, 1941 is considerably smaller than the gains 
recorded in the earlier months of the year, cumulative figures for the first five months 
of 1942 standing 18 per cent above the corresponding five-month period of last yeare The 
3 per cent increase which took place between April and May was smaller than the usual 
seasonal movement for this period of the year, the seasonally adjusted index of sales 
standing at 149-1 for May, 155.7 for April, 161-4 for March, 154-7 for February and 150.9 
for Januarye The underlying trend in consumer purchasing as measured in dollar volume 
was therefore at a lower level in May than at any period since the beginning of the current 
year. 


Restaurant receipts averaged 21 per cent higher in May of this year than 
last compared with an average gain of 19 per cent for the year to-date Gains in May of 
this year over last were less than 20 per cent for each of the other eleven trade groups 
included in this survey, and in each instance, tho May gains were lower than the average 
increase for the year to date. 


Department store sales averaged only 6 per cent higher in May of this year 
over last while sales for the year to date were up 15 per cent» May increases wore great- 
er in the extreme eastern and western parts of the Dominion than elsewhere, percentage 
gains over May, 1941 standing at 3 por cont for the Prairio Provinces, 4 per cent for 
Ontario, 9 per cent for Queboc, 11 por cent for the Maritime Provinces and 14 per cent for 
British Columbia» Decreases of 4 and 10 por cent were recorded by hardware and household 
appliances departments respectively, but minor increases occurred in sales of other de- 
partments handling household roquirements- Furniture sales were up 1 per cent and home 
furnishings 2 per cent while radio and musical instruments gained 9 per cent in the same 
comparisons Sales of both men's and women's clothing increased 10 per cent while footwear 
sales were 6 per cent greater than in May last yeare Sales of food departments averaged 
9 per cont higher. 


Grocery and meat store sales averaged 16 per cent higher in May of this 
year than last, gains ranging from 11 per cent in British Columbia to 23 per cent in the 
Maritime Provinces being reported. Sales for the first five months of tho year were up 
19 per cent over the corresponding period of 1941. 


Stores specializing in men's clothing ar furnishings transacted 18 per 
cont more dollar business in May of this yoar than last but sales were down 15 per cent 
from April. After adjusting for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal movements the seasonally adjusted index for this trade stands at 157-5 for May, 
down materially from the 190-9 recorded for April and tho peak of 210-2 recorded in Marche 


Women's specialty store sales wero 18 per cent higher in May of this year 
than last compared with an average increase of 20 per cent for the year to dates The 
seasonally adjusted index stands at 153-4 for May unchanged from the preceding month 
and compared with 173-6 for March. 


May sales of drug stores in Canada wore maintained at the April level 
but were 14 per cent higher than the dollar volume of business transafted in the corres= 
ponding month a year agoe Seles for the first five months of this year average 16 per 
cent above the similar period of 1941+ Figures on a regional basis reveal more marked 
increases in the east and west than in othor parts, percentage increases in sales between 
May of this year and last for each of the five economic divisions with cumulative figures 
for the first five months of the year in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 
23 por cont (20 per cont); Quebec, 17 per cent (17 per cont); Ontario, 10 per cent 
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(33 por cont); Prairio Provinces, 16 por cont (20 per cont) and British Columbia, 22 per 
cent (17 per cant)» 


Porcontage increases botwoen May of this yoar and last for othor trados 
recording incroases with average results for tho yoar to date in brackets are as follows: 
Shoo stores, 16 por cont (26 por cent); gandy stores, 12 por cont (20 per cent); hard- 
waro stores, 4 por cent (15 per cont) and variety storos, 16 por cont (22 por cont). 


Sales of storos specializing in the salo of furniture were 6 por cont 
ower in May, 1942, comparod with Mey, 1941 whilo sales for tho yoer to date are down by 
2 per cent. Radio and eloctrical store sales averaged 8 per cent lower in May of this 
year compared with last with salos for the first five months of the year standing unchanged 
compared with the corresponding poriod of 1941. 


Jewellery stores are not includod in the twelve lines of business on 
which tho general index of sales is basode But indoxes of sales for this trado are 
separatoly computed and show that jowellery store sales averaged 21 per cent higher in 
May of this year over last, geins ranging from 16 per cent in the Prairie Provinces to 
26 per cont in British Columbia being recorded. 
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ison < © Retail . Sales in Canada for 1941 and 1942, b Kinds of Business 
Comparisons are based on dollar value: No 


corrections have been made for higher prices) 
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May, 1942 Cumulative 
H tT or = per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business : 


‘ May May April Jan» -Nay,1942 
i 


eL Uy ele, 1941 1942 Jane -May,1941 

Genoral Indox wervaescavecres i +4800 +11.5 + 3-0 +1705 
Boot and Shoe Stores 3 +4802 41600 1-5 $2569 
Candy Stores oeveccce or +5705 | 412.0 -22+6 41967 
Men's Clothing Stores ers-o. a 468.3 418.1 “15.4 ee 
Women's Clothing Stores son. : +6001 +18.2 res 419-8 
Department Stores Lage +4026 + 642 - 146 | Sieh 
Drug Stores cal +4065 +h4e] + 0.6 +1549 
Furniture Stores ae +296 : 6.3 42528 : 1.9 
Grocery and Meat Stores ol +55«1 cpl + 8.0 +1961 
Hardware Stores Serer te +2846 + 460 $18.2 41502 
Radio and Electrical Sto a +2507 : 7°5 414.3 : O02 
Restaurants ae +4348 +2102 + 250 T1923 
Variety Stores aa +7400 #1664 + 9°9 4220 
a, oe Ee Se ee 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
May, 1941 and May, 1942 
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Sales in May, 1942 
Compared with Sales in May, 1941 


Region 


Jewellery 
Stores 


Boot and 
Shoe Stores 
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CANADA escveceecnservaces 
Maritime Provinces coovceE tees 
Quebec OOP POORER ED®F0OCOeD SO OObe 
Ontario cecesveacverocervnves 
Prairie Provinces eerocorcevoes !} 


) 
British Columbia Preoceceecce | 
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UNADJUSTED ae OF RETAIL SALES By PROVINCES - (Average for l - } » 100 
( igures for the current year are subject to final re 
SAS ee 


Year and Month jy Maritime Quebec Prairie | British 


P e Ontario ; 
| Frovinces Provinces Columbia 


May, 1936 -ovecei 
May, 1937 creece 
May, 1938 ro6cror 
May, 1939 -vccee 
May, 1940 @eeces 
May, 1941 serss. 
May, 1942 seo.e. 
1942 
January csocee| 
February -esn. 
March «eo ecve} 
April @e0e0een70 
May CeCe beans 
% Change, 


% Change, 


Jan» -May, 1942 
Jan>~May, 194) 


_Women's Clothins Stores 


May, 1936 eceeeof 11265 j 101-5 118.5 108-1 119-6 111.6 
May, 1937 eeecce 111.8 Lissa 12307 106.4 107-1 Tome 
May, 1938 Hhaeee 96-4 11146 103-4 89+1 96.4 107 «3 
Mey, 1939 Se 104-2 120+2 113.0 9741 9969 115-6 
May, 1940 cssoee: 118.1 162.1 12520 1085 118.0 128.65 
BGA eces ol) 14401 192:7 146-0 136.5 12949 14567 
May, 1942 erevee 16608 21607 1770 25900 150.0 182-3 
1942 
January ++eess|} 116.3 142.3 99.8 123-6 1092 125.3 
February «esas 96-6 126-9 96-0 98.2 83-9 9667 
March socssess 149.3 157=3 14969 15244 13702 14743 
es SO eee 184.0 201-4 19762 186.5 150-7 17760 
ele 166.8 216-7 17740 159-0 150.0 182.3 
. Change, ; 
| May, 1942 +18.2 $12.5 42142 +1665 41565 42501 
/ May, 1941 
}) Change, 
Jan--May, 1942) +19.8 417-7 +23+2 | se +16+6 +18+2 


‘Jane-May, 19411: 
renee ee > SE eee Scar oa ia ee tt ea aa 


May, 1937 eve0e¢e 107 +3 (g) 107°3 10567 


Grocery and Meat Stores : : 

Mi 1936 scever|l ° (s) ; 100-2 97+0 969 9267 
ay, 193 977 | g Bry: ney: 
May, 1938 scovee os (g) 1038 102-1 9861 102-5 
Miny, 1949 neers 10907 | 107+7 113-0 110-4 10467 1036 
May, 1940 cece 12349 119-7 124-0 1228 128.2 126-8 
May, L941 wevsve 146.8 | 141-0 144.2 1506 144.4 14664 
May, 1942 ses» L7G oR 17308 L723 3005 16500 16266 
1942 . 

January steel Ue cues |e ieee! 147-1 15769 13292 142.6 

February ceoec.s 141-6 | 151-9 144.5 145.0 122-6 132-0 

March Bee Fue 4 6 153+3 15303 158-8 1566 1347 146.1 

PEO seecay ee 157e°5 156-6 165+6 159+4 13962 148.2 

“May ew eecaVwo oven 170-1 173-8 172-3 170-5 165-0 162+6 

Change 
4 May, 1942 +159 423-3 +19-6 +1342 +1463 asta’ 
_ May, 1941 , f 

Change, 

Jan-=May, 1942. +19.1 4263 

Jan.-May, 1941 | 

= eee RSE 


(g) Not available. 


(c) Includes men's furnishingse 
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UNADJUSTED INDEXES oF RETAIL SALES 
(Figures for the current 
LF SS ET SR Ne 


| CANADA 


Year and Month 


May, 1936 
May, 1937 
May, 1938 
May, 1939 
May, 1940 «+e. 
May, 1941 ecogRee 
May, 1942 «sec» 
1942 
January sere, 
February «+eere 
March serrrsee 
April 
May eodnocoara 
% Change, 
May, 1242 
May, 1941 
Change, 
Jan>=-May, 1942 
__Jan+-liay, 1941) 


eotoes 
dO@eeece 


ere ysve eo 


eer eh eee 


oA 


May , if Ye oe9 200006 
May, 1937 | 
1938 

759 
1940 . 
May, 1941 
1942 


*eeouve 
*oteteo 
PPE RGM Yas 
se@eooesea 
Peooee 


eecrno 


January Ses 
February cvees 
March 
April «ators 
May . 
4, phones, 
May, 1942 | 


eon ove 


@ 0 
28S eee 


May, 1941 

vf Change, 
Jane -May, 1942 
—Jane-May, 19415) 


May +1936» ereree 
1931 
1938 ee ages 
May, 1939 +evcoe 
May, 1940 senere 
1941 
1942 vweoses 


aovoqgoee 
e*ebore 


February sec. 
March esscevoce 
April eaeorresd 
May bor onree08 
hs Change, 

May, 1942. 

May, 1941 
% Change, 

Jane ~May, 1942 
~__Jane-Mey, 1941 : 


E 
January Ee 


97-8 
1043 

9501 
101.4 
1139 
134.3 
14266 


115-2 
107-4 
141-1 
14469 
1426 


+ 662 


Nea 


LT AE TLE EN I Oe 


9304 
106+6 

9862 
1069 
124.8 
159-8 
186-0 
129.8 
129.0 
148.2 


16902 
186.0 


+1624 


+2240 


eet pee er eee 


Maritime 
Provinces 


BY PROVINGHS « 


100+6 9849 
Li7s2 112.6 
Lok. 1051 
108.4 113.2 
125.0 122.7 
15569 1Aa5 1 
1724 1566 
122-6 119.8 
117-8 110.8 
157-6 156+8 
169-5 157-5 
172.4 156-6 
+10-6 + 964 
+2093 +16.9 


733.68 


102-0 
92.4 
iil s 
14407 
200+5 


2358 


BhOet 

163-0 
187+6 
211.6 
235.8 


+176 


+221 


9861 
116-5 
107-8 
119+4 
1399 
181.1 
217+6 


139-6 
136-2 
158-2 
184-7 
217-6 


+202 


+2643 


Dru 


Stores 


Department Stores 


Average for 1 - l = 100 
year are subject to final revision) 


Ontario 


Prairie 
Provinces 


British 
Columbia 


Variety Stores 


| 


95-0 
105-1 

9667 

777 
116.4 
151+4 
171+2 


1250 
121-9 


139-6 
160+4 
Vike2 


+1361 


+19+6 


’ 
phew ae ee ape A A PE a tere renasssmemntsetreeeaant ae 


OF 0569 
101-8 9609 
9064 9565 
107+7 101-61 
123-3 105+6 
144.9 118.1 
170-1 1403 
124.6 111.1 
1257 113-8 
1456 Le ba7 
162-1 13461 
170¢1 140.3 
+1704 +18.8 
$2205 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


MAY, 1941 AND MAY, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms) 
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vonthly _ Indexes Mor qietall Cale: 


wales in Canada, June, 1942 
1939 = 100) 


Retail cee in Canada, as measured by collar volume, averaged 15 
me Per Cent higher in June of thig 5 year than last and were 41 per cent higher than in 

iy June of 1935, according to in nee of sales computed from sales figures reported by a 
sample number of retezil firms representing 12 different retail trades. The 15 per cent 
increase over June, 1941, exceeds the May increase which stood at 12 per cent but at 

lm Was lower than the 17 per cent 

Weeelf of this year compared with las 


gain recorded in the cumulative totals for the ielaetais 
} ve f 
variations Stands at 154.5 fer Jun ne, 1942; 159.4 


The general index of sale S, unadjusted for seasonal 


for May, 1942; and 133.9 for June, 194]. 
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Marked increas in the three lines of business included in the 
and dealing chiefly in food vies consitutes an outstanding feature in the June 
< W 


index 
Ls 
Candy store sales 


figures. 


ere. 0p ie hind cent compared with June last year while grocery and meat 
Store sales and restaurant z celpts each gained 21 per cent. These increases exceeded 
by narrow margins the average guins 


for the same trades for the year to date 


which stand 
per cent for grocery and meat stores ang 


at 21 per cent. for candy stores, 20 e0 per cent 


for restaurants and other e 


te 


eating places. The occurrence of one more business day in 
June of this year compared with.last, new taxes on candy introduced in the June budget 
ana the announcement of the coupon rationing of sugar to begin on July sae may be quoted 
as factors to be considered in relation to the + 


trend in business of thes ® trades 


Dollar volume of sale es Specializing in furniture were un— 
Changed in June of this year compared a and were practically unchanged for the 

ear to date. Dollar sales for stores Specializing in radios or electrical appliances 
rere 7 per cent lower in ae year than last and were down by 2 per cent in the cumulative 
t + Ali other lines of business for which indexes of sales are computed 


are upuvead reported: in- 
S in June of this vear over last smaller than those already mentioned for food 


stores and, excepting only women's apparel stores, smaller than the average gains as showm 
ae eeoulte for the first six months of this yexr compared with last. Sales of women's 
ecialty stores were up by 20 per Cent,m@poth ar 


in, the June comparison and also in the six- 
th totals, while June increases for other trades with sis x-month cumulative perce -entage 


dns in brackets are as fol lows: shoe stores, 14 per cent (23 per cent); ments clothing 
© furnishings stores, 10 per cent (27 per eee department stores, 12 per cent (15 per 
ent); drug stores, 1% per cent (15 per cent); hardware stores, 7 per cent (14 per 


cent); 
a¢ variety stores, 17 per cent (21 per gent). 


There was one more business day in June of this year than be On 
aking Bitewance for this fa ee and also for normal seasonal movements, the a ljusted 
eral index of retail sales advanced Stishtiy from 149.1 in May to 150. 7 in June. 

] u 


“4 “ Soin dette? Wee ie ie See swred in ; Lar rolume wag 
tis to say, the Conse level of retail trading us measured in dollar volume was 


eximately 51 per cert. higher in Junc, i942, than the average for the base period 
ending over the five years from 1935.6 1939. The increase in the seasonally adjusted “3 
. o - co a 5 atk 7 a i. 


.o 8 


general index was due largely to an increase jin the EES and meat froup whose season— 
ally adjusted index advanced Pe 157.1 in May to 172.6 for June. .Seasonally adjusted 
indexes for four other trades were up slightly; the furniture index remained unchanged 


= 


while substantial declines were recorded for shoe stores and for both men's anc women's 


Specialty stores. 
The change in dollar value of sales between any two periods represents 
the net resultant of two factors: changes in the quantities of goods purchased and 


a S in price levels. Thus the changes in the indexes of retail sales shown in 
this report. do not reflect changes in the quantity of feods purchased Gince no mal lewene 
has been made'‘for price increases. The Bureau's Retail Price Index for June, 1942, 
stood 21.8 per cent above the base period, 1945-1939, and was 8 per cent higher than 
in June, 1941. Although these price indexes are not strictly comparable with the re- 
tail sales series, they serve to give some indication of the extent to which changes: 

in retail prices account for the increase in retail trading. 


Indexes of jewellery store sales are not: computed but percentage changes 
in sales for this trade based on aggregate sales figures reported by a sample number 
of firms reveal a marked increase of 34 per cent in June of this year over last.) Pant 
of this increase may be attributed to higher retail selling prices following the 25 
per cent tax on retail prices of jewellery introduced in the June budget. 


Sales of 17 deps Hn aa firms which reported June sales by departments 
averaged le per cent higner than i n June, 1041. .A decrease of 5 per’ cent occurred) in 
sales of household appliances and eteeuee 1 supplies, but increases were recorded 
for all other departments. Furniture sales were up 5 per cent, hardware sales gained. 
7 per cent and home furnishings, 12 per cent, while radios and musical instruments 
gained 17 per cent in the same comparison. Sales of women's clothing were 16 per cent 
higher while men's clothing departments reported improvement of 14 per cent over June 


year ago. Footwear sales were 9 per cent greater than in June last year. Sales or 
‘ ‘ 


e oO 


a ye 
food departments averaged 18 per cent higher. 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada for 1941 and 1942, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on Collar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices) 


June, 1942 Cumulative 
+ or — per cent compared with | Indexes 
Kind: of -Business 
June June Jan.—June ato 
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Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot t_and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


June, 1941 and June, 1942 
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Index | Numbers of Retail 


A. Unadjusted. 
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Sales — (Average for 1935-1939 = 


- 100) 


B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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. Women's dresses, coats and SULUS «ss... 


0° = 


‘June, 1941 and June, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms) 
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Lingerie and corsets 
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Millinery 


eoose oR oO oscxveeoee7Hee8Be7R7R9 TB FHF THTHEH HD 


Women's and children's apparel——(Total, 
1-5) 


Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings 
Drugs and toilet articles & preparations | 


Piece goods see 72747 FT F7F FCF FF FFF SEF FSF BHT TOBE 
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Stationery, books and magazines ..cceess 
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Department Store Sales in an Canada, by Selected Pepertnents 
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17. Shoes and other footwear sescccsceees Pes” 10, 741,219 eyes 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Cenada, July, 1942 
(1935-1939 = 100)... ; 


Dollar value of retail trading in Canada averaged 12 per cent ; 
‘higher in July of this year than last, was 50 per cent above July; 1939 and showed 

about the usual seasonal decline from June, according to indexes of Sales computed 

from sales figures reported by a sample number of firms representing 12 different 

retail trades. Sales for the first seven months of the current year averaged 16 per 
cent above the corresponding period a year ago. 


The general index of sales, unadjusted for differences in number 
of business days and for normal seasonal movements and on the base 1935-1939 = 100, 
stands at 137.2 for July, 1942, at 154.5 for June and at 122.4 for July last year. 

_ On making allowance both for differences in number of business days and for normal 

| Seasonal fluctuations the general index of sales stands at 150.1, practically un-— 
ehanged from the June index of 150.9, 


Radio and electrical stores reported a le per cent decline from 
July, 1241; jewellery store sales were down by 15 per eent while all other trades 
for which figures ure available averaged higher. Women's clothing stores le 
point of view of increased sales compared with July, 1941 with a gain of 26 
followed by shoe stores with an increase of 25 per Restaurants and variety 
Stores both reported increases of 16 per cent while more moderate gains were recorded 
Sfor the other lines of business sampled, 


Tne marked increase in women's clothing store sales was general 
j) @cross the country, percentage increases over duly, 1947 standing at 19 per cent for 

the Maritime Provinces, 50 per cent for Quebec, 27 per cent for Ontario, 24 per cent 
|| for the Prairie Provinces and 17 per cent for British Columbia. This increase was 

also recorded in the women’s clothing departments of department stores which reported ; 
a gain of 20 per cent in sales over July a year ago, 


Grocery and meat store gales averaged 14 per cent higher in July of 
this year over last, figures on a regional basis indicating that the gain in the 
Maritime Provinees exceeded by a considerable margin the increases recorded in other 
og oP Percentage increases in sales for July for the several economic divisions with 
figures for the year to date in bracxets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 25 per 

sent (27 per cent); Quebec, 16 per cent (21 per cent); Ontario, 1l per cent (17 per 7 
ent); Prairie Provinces, 16 per cent (17 per cent) and British Columbia, 16 per cent °- ; 
15 per cent). On making allowances for differences in number of business days and . | 
or normal séasonal movements the food store index receded from 172.1 for June to i 
53.9 for July, a figure approximately on a par with the level obtaining in the first 
luarter of the year. 
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Drug store sales averaged 11 per cent higher in July, 1942 
compared with July, 1941 with gains in both East and West exceeding those for the 
central part of the country. July increases with gains for the year to date in 
brackets are as follows; Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent (20 per cent); Quebec, 14 
per cent (16 per cent); Ontario, 8 per cent (12 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 10 per 
cent (17 per cent) and British Columbia, 16 per cent (18 per cent). 


An inerease of 10 per cent occurred in sales of department stores 
in July this year over last. Results for the different sections of the country 
revealed increases ranging from 7 to 15 per cent with highest gains being recorded 
in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. 


A departmental breakdown of sales reported by 18 firms revealed an 
average increase of 9 per cent in July of this year over last. Increases occurred in 
the sales of all departments with the exception of household appliances and electrical 
supplies, whose sales declined 7 per cent and in the miscellaneous departments where a 
6 per cent decrease was recorded. Radio and musical instrument sales in department 
stores gained 16 per cent over July of last year but sales of other durable goods in 
the household line held to within a narrow margin of the sales in the corresponding 
month last year. Furniture sales gained 1 per cent, hardware sales were up 4 per cent 
and home furnishings, 3 per cent. Sales of women's chothing were 20 per cent higher, 
men's clothing departments recorded improvement of 14 per cent and footwear sales 
gained 16 per cent over July last year. Sales of food departments were 8 per cent 
higher. 


as 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1941 and 1942, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices) 


July, 1942 
+ or ~ per cent compared with 
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Cumulative 
Indexes 
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July June Jan.—July,1942 
1339 1342 Jan.—July,1941 
ae pen eeisiaes MBL ate 
PO QCTEILINGGK owteccetesevves + 0050 + ~ 11.2 | #1654 
Boot and Shoe Stores .eveosove +° 59.4 + - 19.4 +2550 
BOCES oot s ccs vee cvecue + 49.5 + (a +iLO 5 
Men's Clothing Stores ssso000 TiO ee + — 20.7 eS) 

- Women's Clothing Stores 3..5.. + 7500 + ee eek +206 
Department’ Stores wececscsces ee 4aos |) + rl he Fre + 14.0 
PeEUOLED “sos e's seeks sce on ae waa + se oak oad re A 
BUPUACULe GUOTES .icsesecs cee TOO ee + — "7 0 - 0.6 
Grocery and Meat Stores ..... +5050 + =< Ooo TALO wy 
Baraware’ Stores’ ..issssee6 bes + Oe! + - %.5 Fouad 54 
Radio and Electrical Stores . + 43.3 - - 6.5 - $8.1 
Pee CeCe 6 5's 68's 50.6 6.0.06 6 6 8 GS Res) + + ee pe ts Sek 
RE OUMNOCOVES 5. s5aceeci sees uk ey Ate) + —- £4 +2055 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


July, 1941 and July, 1942 


Sales in July, 1942 
Compared with Sales in July, 1941 


eee. = a ke. 
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me i sg ne 
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Region RR 7 ia tala aK (es rae apt oe 
| Boot and Jewellery 
Shoe Stores stores 


MS 
a i i 


' CANADA ©979909%000 f 24.6 


Maritime Provinces ..0. - 0.9 
DUO DEe. 5 ss euis'es ee ea was - 17.3 
DORE CLOS Coad Vv os Gee ee ae ~ 13.2 
Prairie Provinees sce. = eed 
PriacLen Columbia <ceess - 10.2 


(a) Unchanged. | 
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Regional Trends in Retail Trade ~ Second Quarter, 1942 


Composite indexes of retail sales based on results for seven lines of 
retail trading for which regional indexes are computed indicate that the spread in 
dollar volume of retail business between 1942 and 1941 was considerably smaller in 
the second quarter of the year than in tne first. This reduction in spread was: 
particularly notable in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces. Minor reductions in spread 
were recorded in the Maritime Provinces and Quebec while in British Columbia the 
increase reported during the first quarter of the year was maintained in the second. 


The lines of business on which these regional trends are based include 
the rollowings men's clothing stores, women's clothing stores, department stores, 
grocery and meat stores, drug stores, variety stores and country general stores. 
Composite figures for these seven trades indicate that sales in Canada averaged 15 per 
cent higher in the second quarter of this yeir compared with last whereas sales 
during the first quarter were up by 21 per cent. Sales for the first six months of 
the year as measured by the average results for the seven trades were up by 13 per cent 


Ontario sales were 21 per cent higher in the first quarter of this year 
over last while the corresponding comparison for the second quarter revealed a gain of 
12 per cent. Average results for the first six months of the year show an increase of. 
16 pér cent. 


Results for the Prairie Provinces were similar to those for Ontario, a 
12 per cent increase for the second quarter of this year over last comparing with an 
increase of 19 per cent for the first quarter and a gain of 15 per cent for the first 
half of the year. 


Sales in the Maritime Provinces averaged 24 per cent higher in the first- 
quarter of this year over last, they were up 20 per cent in the second quarter and 
averaged 21 per cent higher for the first six months. Quebec results were similar, 
the increases in this instance standing at 23 per cent for the first quarter, 19 per 
cent for the second quarter and 21 per cent for the first half of the year. Sales in 
British Colunbia averaged 17. per cent higher in both the first and second quarters of 
this year compared with last. 


The reduction in spread in dollar volume was reported by all trades but 
was particularly noticeable in the results for both men's and women's specialty shops 
and for department stores. Sales of men's clothing stores averaged 39 per cent higher 
ia the first quarter of this yeur over last, 13 per cent for the second quarter and 
e7 per cent for the first half of the year. Corresponding figures for women's special 
Shops show increases of 28 per cent, 15 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. Depar 
ment store sales were up 21 per cent in the first quarter, 9 per cent in the second 
and stand 15 per cent higher for the first six months» 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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(c) Includes men's furnishings. 
(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 
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Index Numbers of Retuil Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


= ee 


A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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Jnadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales Les by Provinces — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current ve year are subject to final re revision) 
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Grocery and Meat Stores 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinees - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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Women's dresses, coats and suits 
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Women's and children's apparel —- (Total, 1—5) 
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Stationery, books and magazines Ce eee 
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Department Store Sales in Canada, by Selected 
July, 1941 and July, 1942 
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(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms) 
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Customers spent 7 per cent more meney in retail trading establishments 


in August than in July, 10 per pl more then in August, 19/41 and 57 per cent more than 
in August, 1939, eccerding te indexes cf sales computed from ssles figures reported hy 
e sample number of firme reprecenting 12 different reteil tr redes. The 7 per cent 


increase in doller seles hetween July end August this year was somewhet below the 10 
per cent increases recorded RaW oe the same pair of consecutive months beth in 1941 end 
1940. he 10 per cent increese between August of this yeer and lest wes lower then the 
epreed hetween the two yeers ei earlier months, totel seles for the first eight months 
ef 1942 standing 16 per cent above the i Saisie te pericd cf 20410.° The Seneral index 
ef selee, unedjusted for differences in number of business days er for seasonel varj— 
eticns and on the he Sse, 1935-1939 = = 100, stands at 146.8 for August, LOA2, Bh 127.45 /8o8 


‘July end st 134.1 fer August, 19/1. 


Continnetion ef the merked increase in seles for women's specialty stores, 
which characterized the July report, forms the cuts fox fens feature of the August 
etics. Sales ef women's Specialty shops avere ged 33 per cent higher in Auguet of 
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st 
this year than le St, en increase which, with the exception a the Maritime Provinces, 


lirly opm for all sections of the ccuntry. Percentege increases between August 
z & year end lest for the different economic diviec Lone er “the country, with figures 
er the vear to date in brackets are e¢ follews: Meritime Prov vinees, 18 per cent (18 

er cent); Cuebec, 37 per cent (26 per cent); Onterio, 32 per cent (22 per cent); 

reirie Provinces, 33 per cent (19 per cent) ond British Columbia ty 35 per cent (21 per 


cent). 
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verege gein of 26 per cent cver August, 1941,’ in régional besic standing 


Shoe steres came second a Oni OL yey ef incressed deller selee with 
n c € g 
t 21 per cent for the Moritime Province fa for Guebec, 29 per cent fer Ontaric, 26 
ce 


5 
per cent fer the Preirie Provinces and 33 per cent fer Pei tieh Columbis. Sales for the 
first eight months cf 1942 etend 24, per cent above the corres Spending pericd of 19/1. 


16 per cent higher in fugust of this year 


Men's clothing store sales 
up 14 per cent end restaurant receipts, 11 per cent. 


than last; veriety store cseles were u 


5] ch in the sele cf groceries er both groceries and meet 
products traneacted 10 nt more cceller business in August, 1942 then in August, 
1941. Fegionel increeses for August with figures for the year to date in bra ickets are 
as fellows: Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent (25 per cent) 3 Quebec, 14 per cent (20 per 
cent); Onteric, 7 per cent (16 ner cent); Preirie Provinces, 8 per cent (15 per cent); 
énd Pritish Columbia, 12 per cent (15 per cent). 
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Drug stere sales in 2 for August, 1942, everaged 12 per cent 
etove August a year ego, increases in the Maritime Provinces end British Ccelumbie 
exceeding by a censidereble margin t recorded elsewhere. Regional percent— 


ge increases cver August, ae with gains for the first. 8 months ef the year in 


ae 
treckets ere es follows: Meritime Previnces, 25 per cent (21 per cent); ue be 
12 per cent (16 per cent); Ones 10 per cent (12 per cent); Preirie Previnees 
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cox Ne, 
10 per cent (16 per cent) and Eritish Celumbie, 20 per cent (18 per cent). 
Hardware store sal 
then last, end department stores re 
candy stores and ef furniture store 


es were 7 per cent higher in August Bf this year 
porte 

g a 
end electricel etores were down by 7 per . 


a minor gain of 3 per cent. Salec of 
ned unchenged whee aeller bates of radio 
ent compered with August a year sge. ; 


Sales of 19 depertmenta firms which reported a breakdewn of sales 
everaged 3 per cent higher in August this year over lect. Declines in sales of mos 
dureble geods were more then cffset by geins in clothing, footwear, dry goods, drugs, 
fecd and redio end misic departments. Sales of men's clething were 9 per cent higher, 
women's clothing recorded e gain of 8 per cent, while foctwear sales were 12 per cent 
above August, 1941. Drug departments. reperted sales & per cent higher end food 
departments recorded a gain cf 3 per cent. Althcugn radic and mus al instrument 
sales averaged 12 per cent higher in August this year ever sea seles ef other 
depertments hendling househcld lines recorded declines in the seme comparison. 
‘Furniture seles were dewn 8 per cent; home furnishings, 4 per oon household eppli- 
ances and electrical supplies, 5 per cent and herdware, 3 per cent. . 
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Index Numbers of Reteil Seles - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted fcr Number cf Business Days enc sscnal Verietions: 
(Figures for the current yesr ere subject te final revis 
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Index Numbers of Reteil Sales — (Averepe for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A, Unedjusted.: B, Adjusted for Number of Puscinese Deys ond Seaconel Varicticns. 
(Figuree for the current year sre subject to finel revision) 
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AUGUST, 1941 AND AUGUST, 1942 
(Based on dcller sales of 19 firms) 
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11. Feed end kindred preducts 
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13. Home furnishings oC OE a ea ES 


gos OO 
14. Househeld eppliences end electricel euppli 
15. Herdwere end kitchen utensile 


16. Redios, mucicel inetrumente end 
cther foctweer 
1&. ftetionery, heoke end m: 


19. fll other depsrtrents, totel ... 


1,097,513 


4 pa DDL ,0L5 


736, 300 © 


A, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


August 
1942 
ee ae 


1% Change, 
a 


WAPOA 


_1.21,990, A268) 


PAREN AG 766 
dnt hide 
ToOLpLe 


910, /,00 


25064,448 1 
656, 549 | 
1,921,364 
705,000. 
2,053,644 


hit 


GOVT PUBNS 


"There rust be e reduction, end mere ccenemicel use, cf peper, 
envelopes end lekcur in respect cf the free mailing list. This ig 
the lest issue of this publicetion you will receive, unless yeu 
a ’ s * = 2 
eesire te have it continued, in whic vent you must edvise thig 
Eureeu, and give the reeson for suc n 

"This dees net apply te cepies going tc paid-up subscribers er 
exchenge publicetions." 


—_——- 


Published by Autherity of the HON. JAMES &. MacKINNON, M.P. 
Minister of Trade end Commerce 


OTS IR a a a a a a ae eee —— eee ne ers See renege fone ot 
= 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BURFAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE ERANCH 
OTTAVA, CANADA - 


Nominien Statisticien: S.A. Cudmore, M.#. (Oxen.) F.S.S., F.R.S.C. 
Chief, Internel Trade RPrench: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S. 
ae ee Be CoiStecdmany Bade ys. ls! jal 


VeleakLy-— Nez 9 Price .10 cents 


Monthly Indexes of Peta 


il Sales in Cenads, September, 1942 


i 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Septemter seles cf retail trading esteblishrents in Cenede were up by 
4 per cent from August end were 12 per cent higher than in Septemter « year ege 
eccerding tc indexes cf doller busiress computed from reports submitted by e sample 
number cf firms giving representetion te 12 different kinds of business. The 12 per 
cent increase ever September, 1941 was about cn a par with increases recordéd in 
immedistely preceding months but it wes lewer then the gains recorded in earlier 
menths of the year, cumuletive totals for the first nine months cf the current year 
etending 15 per cent above the corresponding peried of 1941. Unadjusted indexes of 
Sales on the bese 1935-1939 = 100 stend at 153.2 for September, 1942, et 147.4 for 
August end at 137.3 for September e yeer ogo. 


On adjusting for cifferences in number cf business days end fer nermel 
feesonal movements, the seasonally edjusted generel index cf ssles stends et 12 sOU Lor 
September, slightly above the levels ef May, June end July, but cver 10 peints below the 
Ruguet adjusted index cf 162.9. In this cennection it sheculéd be pointed out that ad— 
justments for seasonal movements sre meee by meens of seesonel fecters computed from 

the experience cf the period between 1929 end 1935. Ne allewances are pessible for 
chenges in sessonal pattern or in the sessenel distribution of seles which heve taken 
plece since the beginning cf the war. This factcr ig of ccnsidereble importence in 
expleining the peek in the seescnelly adjusted index fer August. Similer peeks were 
observed ir the August figures for the pest two years indicating that a greater 
Proportion of the ennvel trece of the ccuntry is transacted in August than was 

fermerly the case. 


Proneunced increases in women's clothing stcre seles were continued 
in September, dollar sales for this type cf business stending 26 per cent ebove 
September 2 yeer ego while sales for the year to date are up by 22 per cent. . Increeses 
in wemen's clothing stcre sales were particulerly notable in Quebec and Ontario where 
geins ef 29 per cent end 31 per cent respectively over September, 1941 were recorded. 
Incresses in other regions were 22 rer cent in the Moritime Provinces, 19 per cent in 
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British Columbie end 12 per cent in the Prairie Previnces 


Shee stcres came seccnd in point of view cf inecressec sales with a gain 
ef 25 per cent over September, 1941, regicnal increeses being reperted es 22 per cent 
for the Maritime Previnces, 25 per cent for Cuebec, 29 per cent fer Ontaric, 14 per 
cent fer the Prairie Previnees ané 22 per cent fcr British Celumbia. Shce store seles 
fer the first nine months cof the yeer everaged 24 per cent above the ccrrespending 
perice of 19/1. 


Men's specielty shops transected 20 per cent mere dellsr business in 


September cf this year than last while percentege increeses for cther trades reporting 
geins were es follews: veriety stores, 16 per cent; resteurants, 16 per cent; drug 
steres, 13 per cent; deimrtment stores, 12 per cent; grecery end meat stores, 11 per 
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es were dewn by & per cent from September e yeer ege while sales of stores specisl- 
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ent; candy stores, 10 per cent and Saranece stcres, 4 per cent. Furniture stcre 
a1 
ing in rsdics end electrical appliences were dcyn by 14 per cent. 
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risiens a the country, with percentage gains for the 
fellows: Meritime Previnces, 13 per cent (15 per cent) 
Ontaric, 13 per cent (12 per cent); Prairie Previnces 
h Columbie, 15 per cent (17 per cent). . 
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Seles cf 19 depertmental firms which reported a breakdcewn cf sales by 
Gepartments everaged 11 per cent higher in September this year cver lest. Geins of 20 
per cent in sales cf piece gocds end stationery were the lergest among those reccrded 
by indivicuel depertments. Women's spparel seles were up 17 per cent by virtue cf 
heavy demend for éresses, coats, suits end junior year. Men's clothing recorded a 
gein.cf 14 per cent while footweer seles gained 10 per cent. Food seles were up ty 6 
per cent from. September, 1941. & decline cf 6 per cent in sales ef housenelé eppli- 
anees wes the cnly decrease among departmental results, ether household lines 
recording increases ranging from 1 te 7 per cent. 


k comperiscn of department store sales by departments for the first nine 
menths cf 1941 and 1942 ig given eon Pege 9 cf this report. 


Ae 
Compsrison of Reteil Sales in Cansda for 1941 end 1942, by Kinds cf Business 
(Compsrisons ere based on dollar value. No 


Corrections heve been mede for higher prices.) 


| | a ee ee ee 
mie 
September, 1942 Cumuletive 
+ or — per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business | ie i 
September September August Jen.—Sept., 1942 
1939 1941 1942 Jan.—Sept., 1941 


a a ee aa 


General Index .......... eae + 31.6 21-6 +4359 ed ty Oe 
Beot and Shoe Stores ...... + 35.3 > as PN + Th 6 + A 
ROME OCCres 5... sas test M+ 52.6 sn? Pa) Feed ae Th 5h 
Men's Clothing Stores ..... ees Cis: + 19.8 rT Sees mee Be 
Women's Clothing Stores ... + 54.2 + 26.0 ew Ot + 2222 
Department Stores ......... + BLE sed Be pd E tel2eT 
OY ae + £137 eles - 0.5 +1423 
Furniture Stores ....... i +1205 —- 7.5 —- 6.1 — 135 
Grecery end Meat Stores + 25.6 + 10.8 =i 73S + 16.8 
Hardware Stores ...... cvees +yv20re Th 305 $505 + 3058 
Redic and Electricsl Stores bab aad -~ 14.0 ba tees, - £9 
Restaurants ........ SAR ae NENA Te E59 — EOS = ie Bee? 
Wariety Steres ...........% ok es ¥ I653 =£*1,6 + 18.9 


5) 


Comperison of Retail Sales of Bect and Shoe Stores end Jewellery Stores 


= a ee 


September, 1941 and September, 1942 


——————— ———e =— os - > = -- = 
ce a a a Speers en ee —_— 


Sales in September, 1942 
Compared with Sales in September, 1941 


Region be 
Boot ané@ Jevellery 

Shoe Stecres Steres 

CANAD BY oz. oesce ies eget eek ae FY ayeMg 4 
Maritime Previnces ... s aageal heats’ + 10.8 
WS DOC # ocd e's OS dale sie e + 25.2 =. dG 
Onterio eoooee 3 eoseeeee oe + 2668 — rae 
Prairie Provinees ..... 33.9 - 11.7 
5 ees - 13.8 


Be2tish Columbia «..«- 


i aa 


o 
Index Numbers cf Reteil Seles — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


fk. Unedjusted. B. Adjusted for Number cf Business Days and Seascnal Veriaticns. 
(Figures for the eurrent veer ere subject to finel revision) 


Generel Beets Men's 
Year end Month _ Index and Shoes ~— CM@y(H) —Gething (ec) _ 

ppc iter phe eee ee Cee, ONY ae ay: eee LS nee nes Wee 
September, 1929°...... 138.5 TAGee TAS 2 166.1 164.4 205. 7), EELS 167.8 
peptember, 19934. aw ere 7 Sie, 90.8 91.0 98.9 Loe 3h Theh Took: 
September, 1939 ...... FGA. 109.9 122.2 96.6 85.5 BS 6 Sic ae 109.2 
september, 1940 ...... 1T3..9 116.5. Di322 98.0 96.8 109.6 107.3 ig Pasa 
September, 1941 ..... 2137.3. 13642°°132) ) WING.) we.2. - yee. ven ieeepa aa 
1941 

December’ ...-6008% 201.5 LAT 2020 Akh’ 301.8 «> 160.4 24279927 LAS 0 
1942 
inh alan a SE 128.1 1502975 174-4 15382°* 1163 Getsdslanhiss0d @144e5 

PSUIURE Vai sles « score LZ0e) 154.82) 89.55 LOLS: 4 15802-05171. Satie, eee eae 

MairChietere ce: ciedele.c ce fs ey Aey /) L6lwA6l 39.3 192.2 A 163 .4-. 10538 ZLOne 

Be Sieg sl wie a oe 154.8 155.8: 169.2 153.6 189.1 142. 3Aakeeek 190.9 

MSiSrrtecs. Evexencucucletenate 159.4 TAG 167 <3 NES (KO) 14626 TAA.O* 25929 LSS 

JRARVOR tects t yie oeie. eke 5 bos gd 15089" Via Ma ee ee TLS. GhSA.O 146.9 

a) hae ets eke eee Beis Le E5083 TALS, einer Pare L337 2tseste 149.0 

AICO BS oie wie ose ae IIE Jk 16290 ey, es 186.4 i272 137742 1 30c6 Aes 

September ........ 153.2 Lhe. Ove O es TA0b2.- 12936. LAS. 2) BS328e 4452.9 


a 


ee 


— ee 
a 


Women's 


Depertment Druge 
Clething cour sty a a 
eer end Month Sect cites ab ne 
ba a Oe a ae es ee ee h B 


POP Camels Loe ice ok oa ateo Peete: VAS Sf, AOC, LAF.9 Li6,9 12153 
september, 1993. 1. hset.s.caaen E0.9 &6.8 93.3 90.1 $5.9. 4.(66u8 
Deptembemy (1939sias taxes sees 410.2 109.7 1773 133.3 LOA. 2 101.1 
september, (L970 fos seccales aes LATO 25 '33 aa 2: 116.7 We LL 
PRD CBMOCY 5° LAD Fieri iG e aise 134.6 VA 38 128.6 126.6 aS Oy, aE 
19/1 
DSCCMOEE: 4.5.0 oot es ce eae PLE es Vi 142.8 239.7 1758 182.6 Tee 
1L9L2 
PERORTY «35 cee wes Oo oan 116.3 152.5 115.2 Phish 136.6 140.6 
February: s.epnerd vec cates 96.6 166.2 NUD Fig? We 130.8 EA Sy 
Matic hive. sc tanrore rier eats SSS 173.6 ee 156.9 tA 0 LAT ES 
PE aah. wae take ats aie Cota ak IS. 6 a. ate Las at 142.8 dy sreiegs LAs va 
WAG a ee vi eee sow or eee 166.7 153.3 T7252 Oy 18 wiagh 146.5 
STATES ~ eiiel aracse anion cetera ane eran ane P59. 3 1243.8 139.5 BES, TSS oy), lives 
1 oA Se ey ae ree, ARR Pe ee oh PSoay 162.8 L226 Lieven lyre 144-9 
WEEMS daa aaa +o Oe a weed 156.3 PAW EAS, 22677 Lp aiegs: LAE LL9..4 
PUGH OER. \cicince d6a.¥ a bee 169.9 180.0 162.6 g RS Arey, LAT Y lL 


(¢) Includes men's furnishings. 
(kh) Condy indexes sre beseé largely upon returns from retail eandy cheins. 
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Index Numbers of Retsil Sales ~ (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


A. Unadjusted. 


(Figures for the current year are sub 


—-_—— 
ne 0 ee 


eS ar ie a a re tea serie enies wana ong sacar Sr eA eat a eta scin aeosi 
SA Ne ne aso 8 xR epRioered eo 


Yeer and Month 


San Cann is ene 


peptember, 1929......... 
September, 1933 ...... 
September, BRA Oeste Gk x 
' September, 1940 ...... 
September, TS + 6 ses leit 
19AL 
December ..... arte 


1942 


Januery ... 
Februsry 
March ... 


July 
August 
September 


Yegr and Month 


B. Adjusted for Number of Busines 


eoeetvoen 


ceoereerevoe 
eeeoe eee 
oe one eo oO 


os eave 


cee ee oe eo oe 


Furniture 


—_—— 


L6L).4 Woe ges 125.0 
SG. 71.8 88 .3 
RSET 97.69 117.9 
124.0 211.8 108.9 
140.3 121.9 133.7 
134.9 114.1 161.6 
91.8 234.5 150.4 
106.2 136.2 141.6 
121.9 1334 15363 
129.0 419.1 L537 A 
164.6 132.9 169.9 
ret 332.3 168.7 
L202 254.0 152.0 
LG va 2950 160.7 
129.8 112.8 148.1 


Radio id: eae 
ii Mlectrical 
v3) B 


September, 1929 .. : 25ee 7) ey 185.1 
September, 1933 ........ &4.0 63.0 90.4 
September, OS Ord Bray ah ate L20.2 103.0 Ore 
September, 1940 ........ 133.9 119.6 TELE 
September, 1941 ...... wer #L5SL2 35.6 129.7 
1941 
DECOMBEL .. 00 cas - i706 p beg Ne 139.4 
1942 
ET is eke « Be ent (SA). L5G.4, 129.7 
PE OLUE TY i. B46 Wire cece O1LIO.2 T4832 120.6 
1) eT ag 2 Be gto en Re 126.9 153.7 LA0.0 
Pe ti bs ens oc Meee odes V7.8 Weeies 
May ee sas Liebe wh EB OG 136.5. tenet 
URGE 5 thy hele s oa) no ‘ 128 5 $38.5 139.8 
rth RAS. cig a 3 ae het ee 152.6. Selaeis 
UA, eS ee 22641 160.6 1450:.6 
POOPOMDOR: ose vices oe. babe? 116.6 150.3 


te 


ject to final revision) 


Herdware 


Ws PA LT aa 161.8 
&4.1 84.2 74.00 
Liga UB Sse i153 
116.2 desi 114.3 
139.1 DST ab 133.9 
LAG. 1 a BY eS 154.7 
146.4 106.90 L732 
TSA Asis Liane 
154.9 Lact 170.9 
aN 58 gh, IA? .0 146.1 
ae Shs 8 176-0 136.0 
Linck 164.6 V3.7 
154.0 $55.0 138.2 
166, 3 162.2 Pees 
152.9 163.0 138.5 


Veriety 


181.2 82.5 90.7 
86.2 V0.8 76.1 
99.2 ID IS V1 

108.7 125.5 137-9 

$25.93 Leas 162.6 

LS yA | 341.6 L7/6u2 

Pabee 129.8 191.4. 

136.6 129.0 190.9 

143.6 148.2 ROtS3 

142.2 169.2 188.4 

bGg2es 186.4 180.6 

140.4 180.7 LGN? 

gE Al L643 L7G32 

140.0 180.1 285 35 

Le 3 ba Pee 189.2 


s Days and Seasonsl Variations. 


~ ann and Meats we host Chee 


See nee NED Ue i S\N NE 


Unsedjusted Indexe 


se st a ts ee 


Year and Month 


September, 1939 .., 


September, 1940... 
September, 1941 ... 


1942 
PUES ds ress ee 
RUGUET: wanes sas 
September’ wii.5 

% Chenge, 


September, 1942 
September, 19/1 
# Change, 
Jen.—Sept. ,1942 
Jan.~Sept. ,1941 


re i ee 


rrr ren at en ere nw 


September, 1939 .. 
September, 1940 . 
September, 1941 ... 
1942 


PUBHEG 'e 6 cs oi 
September ..... 
® Change, 
September, 1942 
September, 1941 
Change, 


BA 


Jan.~Sept. ,1941 


September, 1939 ... 117.9 de236 Lees 415.4 
September, 1940... 108.9 118.4 102.0 106.5 
september, 1941... 133.7 LA7.4, Lee. 2 132.0 
L942 
GOI eae died. | 9 RSBIG Lz20 UE ee 148.0 
Rugtet ..e<ch an. OORT 169.7 149.3 556.4 
September ..... 148.2 168 .5 TAL EL1 4 
® Change, 
September, 1942 +10.8 + eo +125 exe arnt 
Septomber, 1941 
% Chenge, 
Jan.-Sept.,1942 416.8 $23.6 +19 .3 $14.6 
Jan.—Sept.,1941 


(ec) Includes men's furnishings. 


(Figures 
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115.4 
107.3 
128.4 


+19.8 


423.3 


+26.0 


Fete 


102.0 
130.8 
rS7.9 
LOG. i 
Loe 
Oe et 


+21.8 
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s by Provinces — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


ale 


¢ 
Weng clothing staan” 


Am ire 


99.8 
1ae.5 


Laves 
143.1 
153.4 
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Grocery and Meat Stores 


eee ae. eee. 


AO AR A tl eR 


114.9 
Tide ede 


+ 6.7 


414.9 


he eR 


fer the current year are subject to final revision) 
SS SS SSS SSeS SSS St Se Ss 2 ee eee es 
Maeriti ‘ irie itis} 
CANADA eritime Quebec Onteric Prairie British 
Provinces Previnces Columbia 


A 


+15.6 


oe 
Unedjusted Indexes tetail Sal y_ Provi } 
EIDE NEE. eee’ of Petail Seles by Provinces ~ (kverege for 1935-1939 = 100) 


(Figures fer the current yeer ere subject te finel revisicn) 
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; Ratiset.s oe 
Wear gre Menth CANADA Meritime Prairie British 
3 Previnces Quebec Onteriec Provinces Cclumbis 
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Ss CdD epertment Stores 


a | 8 Sn Pein aot re Sobhhann remnants nee 


September, 1939 ..... Lie 3 100.1 LIS 7 a i ah a 
September, Lo AS See ee Ae Mil engrs! 116.8 LETS 
September, 1941 ..... 138.6 149.7 170.6 138, 
1942 i 
Joh eh an 112.6 135.6 107.7 105.5 
PETIT i. ‘wise ia\loyace +0 126.7 13507 
September,...... : 152.6 169.7 166.3 146, 
%, Chenge, 
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% Chenge, 
Jen.—Sept., 1942 +12:.7 +1502 +15.6 +11.6 +10.2 +16.8 
Jan.—Sept., 19/1 | 


|. ESSE SE ee Variety Store. od, 


Septerber, 1939. ..... 115.2 £32..7 121.8 109.0 ye Bay 107 
September, 1940 ..... 125.5 160.2 12bat 118.2 128.6 115. 
September, 1941 ..... 152.3 20201 162.7 Mie | Mieed 132 
1942 
eects eens 5 @i. 5,» 176.3 220.9 196.1 162.5 177.3 bG240 
OAT Te oo 35005604" 180.1 234.0 203.0 165.27, 166.6 152.5 
September. 2.66. a ae are? PEO e, : 
& Chenge, 
September, 1942 . +16.3 +12.9 $21.5 418.3 PLN Ba a whe 
| September, 1941 | 
@ Change, 
Jan.—Sept.51942.. +18.9 +17.9 123.27 +17.0 +17.8 $15.7 
Jen.—Sept., 1941 


nn ee. ——— — _ en ar os —— = a ea . aa ees 
er ee ee eer — = oe + — ee ooo P= Cr nee _ 


mee 


September, 1939 ..... 104.4 103 27 5 101.9 Lie 108.2 
September, 1940...... 112.3 LLG SRS dil.c 117.0 116.4 
‘September, 1941 ..... 130.4 143.9 16 129.4 (132.3 ‘127.6 
146.0 
LAG Au cot nl Soul 
100.5 LEG. G 


DEW IS Hidig.n  c'> 6 she's Lean L707 139.0 139. 
PUPS oi sat ise ws 148.6 188.7 LAs LA ee 
| September ....... 2 eS, 178.6 Dal ed bcp 
Ie Chenge, 
6 September, 1942 . 
September, 1942 . 
1% Chenge, 
Jen.-Sept., 1942 
an.—Sept., 1941 
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DEPARTNENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTSD D@PARTYENTS 


SEPTEMBER, 1941 AND. SEPTEMBER, 1942 
(Besed cn dollar sales of 19 firms) 


— ST SS SS =o oe = 2 
SS AT I~ LO Ta nN == 


Ee ee 


2 ee 


—, ss SSS SS SSE 


September September % Change, 

1941 1942 194241941 

SW a RT mm sokine 
COURS RUG: A aimee ba sel ome oor eeeeeeeeeee 20,068,292 28,890,964 + 10.8 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...ccscsccccce 2,678,017 3,240,040 | te elee 
a; Girls" and infants" weer ..s<i<sceaceccevetucn 1,191,965 1,495,510 5 ee 
Srshoelery and, CLOVER o Scee scan taco meee see Mita! Sa 8 aro 1 Les 453. ewes 
4» Lingerie and corsets 2... .ccsccsssecesedsoecese 1,023,338 1,192,730)" ioe 
5 Puli tines ateu. 2 os Vile Pitt tteeteeeeeeeeceenes 438,963 £93,692 coat a 
6. Women's and children's apparel —- (Total, 1-5) 6,443,045 75534 ,225 1-4 16.9 
7. Men's and boys' elothing and furnishings ...... 3,099,677 3,518,106 det 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .... 635,355 683536) *) 47076 
Fe Piece pred ar. os.0<.ualiete.s. wave sees ds'e'ge'te aw eal @,Q0G.495 2,406,720 + 19.9 
LO. Smeblwarem icc ey eek eaaly hei eealiw ee ane will atehe ere 833,002 953,010? lon 
11. Food and kindred products ........00. eA a e's 2,061,029 25192,258° " P7672 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 155755107 L678, 972 Fee 
13. Bene furnishings «sess. bide’ sighalataiu sv Ghee Se arate - 1,895,868 15962,676: sae 
14. Househcld eppliances and electrical supplies .. 942,315 886,231 - 6.0 
1%. Hardware and kitehen utensils ......ccccccucce. 973,035 978,775  * “O26 
a oye Redios, musical instruments end supplies ...... 384,815 411,848 > ae 
17. Shoes and other footwear ...........eeeeeeeeeee 1,936,167 2,120,918 + 9.5) 
18. Stationery, books and megazines ....ceeccccceee 449,761 540,213 + 2000 
19. All ether departments, total ...s.scccccccccccs 2,832,598 3,023,649 ~ "eae 


Se re eee eee 


oe 9 =o 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTNENTS 


Jan. to Sept., 19/1 and Jan. to Sept., 1942 


| ia, a ais 0) Sept. dn rose ee a 

1941 1942 1922] 1944 

ee a grrr Rowse : 

POMP OALEO 6s se eas « miniaielelnie'p 6 aio 's. oe wis Bes 122,864,624 215,342,932 + 11.7 __ 
1. Women's dresses, costs and suits .............. 1953925492 22,864,000 + 17.9 
2. Girls' and infants' wear ....... IC ema ay Warn te 6,461,126 7,634;946 +.18.2 
3. Hesiery and POC OMe veeies sa oes 5 ain aise ca 59175543 | "8,569 51908- 4 Wie 
Mere aee and Corsets 4-6 yi. ce is sacks cecseel a. 8,351,468 9,771,596 + 17.0 
PeoMillimery .......... Paes Ree OR IPT as Pape 2,504,760 251915 8/6 4 2a es 


6. Women's and children's apparel —— (Totel,1-5) . 44,627,409 51,325,586 + 15.0 | 


7. Men's end boys! clothing and furnishings ...... 19,811,877 23,339,735 +17.8 


&. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .... 5,477,608 6,149,888 + 12.3 


BPPAGCS GOORS oes os occas voocces.. eae klk anes 44,720,003 17,223-Gaze) ar: p 
BA WSO Sele ke vk cece edocc ieegiee ace ete - 6,315,396: (97,219, 785= oat 3 
li. Food and kindred products .....seee, re rere 17,935,767 20,056,748 + 11.8 


12. Furniture (including mettresses and springs)... 13,282,021 13,632,049 + 2.6 
ee HOME furnishings .......seccveece Sens owas sale 14,654,861 15,505,613 + 5.8 


1/4. Household appliances end electrical supplies ... 6,387,096 6,431,431 + -0.7 


5. Hardware and kitchen utensils ..... seeeeeceeres 9,259,161 9,910,224 + 7.0 
(16. Redios, mnusicsl instruments ond PUPPLLCH scp 25554,798 2,939,049 + 15.0 
17. Shoes and other footwear .....esecees yee cece e 1 9,00L50/0.0 25, 7e0 Gon menias) 
18. Stationery, becks and megazines ........ Perens eg OAs OOd bg DOL ILO arte? of 


9+ B11 other departments, total ....... cecccccees 21,641,684 22,875,081 + 5.7 
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Vol. XLV = No. 10 Price’ .20 cents 


Mentaly Indexes of Retail Seles in Cenada, Octebér, 1942 


(1935-1939 = 100) 


The upgving in retail trading which usuelly eceurs in the fall months 

as reflected in 2 13 '‘per cent increese in geles in Octeber, 1942, over the mesh edie 
ly preceding month of Septenber. ~ fecor ding to the general index of déller volume cf 
sales besed cn results for twelve lines of reteil trede, there wes an increase of 14 
percent in Octeber, 19/42, cver the came menth e year age, while the level of trede 

in the first ten months of this yeer “as 15 per cent higher then in the correspending 
ten-menth pericd cf lect year. Unadjusted indexes of seles (cn the bese, 1935-1939 = 
100) stocd at 174.0 fer Octeber, 1942, 153.4 for September, 1942, end 152.5 for Octoher, 


1941. 


Tne adjusted index of seles, wherein ecccunt is teken of differences in 
number of business deys end else normel seesenel verietions, stecd et 151.0) gr the 
month under review, almest unchenged’ fron the 252.2 recorded in the preceding month. 

fll kinds cf business, with the excepticn of redic end electrical steres, 
reperted increeced seles in October this year over lest. A 33 per cent increase in 
Sales ef bect end shee stores tes the lergest erong these recorded by ‘the Nis Slots kinds 
of buginess covered in this summery Outstanding ameng the regionel results was™se 58 

Mm per cent gein recorded in British Cclumbie. Geins of 32 per cent were ea ee in’ the 
Meritime Eh locas end elso inthe Preirie Previnces, while Cuebee end Onteric repert— 
ed incresses of about 22 p i lig year over last. Seales to the end of 


T : y re 
Octeber this yeer averaged 25 per cent grezter than in the first ten months of 19/1: for 
his trede. 


fh sherp rise in cendy sales, due te some extent te purcheses fer Chrifttmas 
eversecs mailing, cccurred in Octeber whon en advance of 28 per cent ves recorded over 
Octeber, 19/1. The eyerege increase for the first ten menths of this year over lest 
n 


Pemeinted to 12 ner cei 


9 
ck 
ryt 


ie forefront; a 


~) 


Sales of veren's clothin 
. < 


Za) 
+ 
oO 
D: 
ua 
o 
My OR 
>. @ 
OY 
ihe) 
fob 
fade 
3 
i) 
I 
hte 


t 
26 ver cent gain over October last year was similer to the correspending a ae 
wit £3 per cent incresce fer the ve o-dete. 
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recorded in September and comperes wi 
In this group alse, the increase in Bri 
in cther sécticns cf the country. Gcupaived with e 60 per cent ge 

sales were up 37 per cent in the Meritimes, 31 per cent in the Preir 


in pai aric end 17 per cent in’ Cuebec. 


year 

,ish Columbia far exceeded he, eee than 
n thet province, 

ae, 23: per ‘cent 
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in the montn under review compering wits A lexe Pp 
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ment cf 43 per cent cver Octcber, 1941; sales in the Maritime Previnces end the 
Q 


Preirie Provinces were nimiad hy 24 end 26 per cent respectively, while geins cf 16 
per cent end 6 per cent were recorded in Cuebec and Onteric. 


iety stores beth reperted dcller vclume cf business 
er, 1941, increases which were about on a'par with 
of this yeer ever last. Drug &tore sales were 
3, 13 per cent, furniture stere sales, 
eaced only fracticnelly, while radio and 
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Jewellery store sales declined 3 per cent October, 1941, 2s in- 
creases of 10 per cent in. the Maritime Previnces and Br ins Columbie were offset by 
declines of 1 ce cent in Cuebec, 4 per cent in the Pra Previneces end § per cent 
in Ontario. Seles figures upen which these results are based do not include the 25 


per cent tax imecaduaed in the June budget. 
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An increase of 14 per cent over Octeber, 1941, in seles cf department 
‘es wes almost on a par with the 13 per cent gain in the January- -to-Octeber 
cep ef this year over lest. British Columbie reported sales 26 per cent. ebove 
October, 1941, while gains in other regions were as fcllows: 16 per cent in the 
Prairie Previnces, 16 per cent in the Meritime-Previnces, 13 per cent in Quebec and 
7 per cent.in Onteric. 
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Sales'of 20 departmentel firms which reported seles by departments 
avereged 12 per cent higher in October this yee? ever Eset: Stationery departments 
recorded en outstanding gesin ef 25 per cent. Increases in sales of women's clothing, 
men's clothing and foctwear departments were ebeut ns same es these recorded fer 
September end emcunted te 17 per cent, 14 per cent and 9 per cent respectively. Food 
sales in department. stores were up eS 11 per cent and drug sahes advanced 12 per cent 
over Octeber, 1941, moze increases in piece goeeds and smallweres were 14 end 15 per 
cent. resnectively. Radio and music depertments recorded e substantiel increase of 
19 per cent, while ne ‘e sales were 12 per cent higher and heme furnishings sales 
were up by 6 per cent. Hardware sales fell cff 3 per cent and heusehcld eppliences 


e 


sales were 17 per cent lower then in October a year age. 


Regicnel Trends im Reteil Trade — Third Cuerter, 1942 


Tne generel index besed cn dollar velume cf sales > seven lines of 
business for which regicnel indexes are available (men's clething, women's clothing, 
depertment, drug, grocery end meat, variety and country generel stcres), revealed 

an increase of 12 per cent in the third quarter of this yeer over. lest end.everaged 
42 per cent higher tnen in the corresponding period of 1939. The increase in the 
third ouarter a this year over last compares with gains of 15 per cent in the 

econd. quarter and 21 per cent in the first quarter. The everage increase fer the 
first nine months emeunted te 16 per cent above last year end 46 per cent over the 
Jenuary. to September period of 1939. 
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es in the first three quarters of this yeer over last were 
somewhat similar in the Maritime Provinces and Cuebec. Gains in the Maritime 

Previnces in these pericds emeunted te 24, 20 and 13 per cent, while in Quebec. cerres: 
ponding increases were 23, 20 end 15 per cent. Cumuletive indexes fer the first nine 
months ef this year revealed an increase of 18 per cent in the Maritime Previnces | 
and 19 per cent in Cuebec. 
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Comparisoncof Retail Sales of Boot ond Shoe Stores sand Jewellery Stores. 
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Monswhly Indexes of Retail Se »dJlovember, 1942 
(1945-1936 + 
ec.) Leading 4 2 Canade, i by’ the dollar volute of sabed for 
twelve principal «inds of peeareee, was J ae Bisher tn Novenver, 1942, then in 
November, 1941, but receded by 5 per cent stober. Sales during the first eleven 
“months of 1942 increased oe LS per cent over the seme period ‘of the preceding year. 
Unadjusted sales indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at. 165.2 for November, 
194°, 174.3 for October, 1942 and 148.6 for Novenber, 1941. 


: The 13 per cent increase in dollar volume of sales between November, 
1941 and November, 1942 was sli ghtly lower than the average spread oe the eleven-. 
month period, a See ne which may be attributed to- the oceurre) 
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in November, 1941, and only four Suturdeys in the month under woe On adjusting 
for differences in nunber of business days (weighted) and 


akets for normal seasonal move- 
ments, the November index stood at 162.1, a point exceeded ony by the index of 162,9 


recorded in August, 1942. Novomber marks the third month o 1042 in whieh the index 
has risen sharply above the general underlying Level. The Marc! 1. peak of 161.4 reflects 
the marked increases in nae and footwear sales which took place that month athe 
enticipation of wart ie estrictions on clothing styles. The August peak of 162.9 in 


eres ‘ 


ca) 


ii ‘ 
the seasonally adjusted Lees conforms with similar peaks in the indexes for -co 
ponding months of the vast two years and may be attributed to a shift in the seasonal 
distribution of retail eat ising. A greater proportion of the annual retail business 
is now transacted in the month of August than was the case in the immedie tely pre—war 
years whose experience formed the basis for the calculation of the seasonal adjustment 
factors used in correcting these index numbers. The November peak of 16251 may be 
attributed at least in vart to the forward Christmas shopping which took place i het 
month, : 


.SeS in unadjusted indexes of sales occurred in all kinds of , 
oresented in the monthly survey. Boot end shoe stores, which have led all 
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business re 
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‘other trades in the extent of increased sales throughout 1942, recorded a gain of 22 
per cent in November, 1942 over 1941. 


The average increase for Canada vas excec 
‘Maritime Provinces and. Guebec, where gains of 54, 28 and °6 per cent.were recordec 
Sales in Ontario were 19 per cent higher and sales in the Prairie Provinces rose 17 

per cent above November, 1941. hie ‘ 


ec in British Columbia, the 


Department store seles rose sharply in November, a gain of 22 per cent 
over November, 1941, comparing with a 14 per cent increase in the first eleven months 
et 1942 over ae corresponding period of 1941. The adjusted index of. department store 
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eales advanced to.170.7 from 152.9 in the immediately preceding month of October and 
stands at the nie ee point reached since the inception of these monthly retail trade 
statistics.in Janu ary, 1929. Results for various regions of the country reveal a 

gain of 27 per cent in Quebec, closely followed by increases of 26 per cent in British 
Columbia and 25 per cant in the Maritime Provinces. Sales in the Prairie Provinces 
were 22 per cent greater than-in November, 1941, while Ontario sales were up by 18 

per cent. in.the same comparison. 

in order of 
spectively. 
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Furniture stores, restaurants and candy stores ranked nese 

rains over November, 1941, with increases of 20, 19 and 18 per cent res 

S n ee aaah and candy gales were of See enn eas the seme magnitude as 
gains ded. by those two groups in the first eleven menene of 1942 over 1941. 
The 20 ner’ cent increase for. furniture stores: compares with an increase of.7 per ‘cent 
in the October comparison and a gain of. only one per cent for the year-to-date. The 
more f.voureble comparisons recorded in October and November must be interpreted in t 
Light of restrictions on instolment buying introduced in October, 1941. Comparisons 
for the first nine months of 1942 were made with. periods in which thesé restrictions 
vere-not in effect whereas.the effect of the restrictions on instalment buying does 
not enter into the @omnarison between November of 1942 and 1941. 


| 
The November increases for men's clothing stores and for women's clothing 
stores were lower than the. average for the year-to-date. The November increase in 
sales of women's clothing stores amounted to 17 per cent while sales in the eleven- 
month comparison. exceeded 1941 by 22 per cent. An increase of 44 per cent in 
British Columbia exceeded by a wide margin those for other regions. The Maritime 


Provinces showed a gain of @B per cent, but increases in other sections were more 
moderate, gains of 15, 14 and 11 per cent occurring in the Prairie Provinces, Qntario 
and Quebec respectively, 


For the month. under review, men's clothing stores reported an advance 


of 11 per cent over November, ;,1941, as against an increase of 21 per cent in the 
eleven-month comparison. ‘The’ following increases over November, 1941, were record- 
ed for various economic divisions of the country: 25 per cent in British Columbia, 
el per cent in: the Prairie Provinces, 15 per cent in Quebec, 13 per cent in the 


Maritime Provinces and % per cent in Ontario. 


Variety stores reported Sales.12 pér_ cent greater in November, 1942, 
than in November of the previous year. Sales averaged 18 per cent higher over 
the eleven-month period from January to November. (Quebec sales were up 21 per 
cent over November, 1941, followed by a gain of 16 per cent in British Columbia. 
Sales in the Maritime Provinces increased 12 per cmt, a gain of 11 per cent was 

se 


recorded in the Prairie Provinces, and a 6 per cent increase occurred in Onterio. 
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Radio and electrical store sales increased 12 per cent in November 
but averaged 4 per cent lower over the eleven-month period, Sales of hardware 
stores were 5 per cent above November, 1941, and were 9 per cent freater for the 
year-to-date. 

sizeable gains in drug store sales in the Maritimes and in the western 
sections of the country were modified by minor eee in Quebec end Ontario, the 
average increase for the country as a whole amounting to 10 per cent. British 
Columbie sales were up by ZO per cent, while gains in the Maritime Provinces and 
in the Prairie Provinces were 18 and 15 per cent respectively. Quebec sales 
increasec 8 per cent and Ontario, Oo per cent. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1941 and 1942, by Kinds of Business | 


(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices.) 
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Comparison of Retail: Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores-and Jewellery Stores 


s in November, 1942 
1 Sales in November, 1941 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Cer eda, December, 19/42 
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pent 6 per cent mcre money in retail stores in Canada in Decem— 
rresponding month of 1941 snd 30 per cent more then in 
Nevember, eccerding to calculatiens besed on returns received from a sample number 

of firms representing twelve di ifferent types cf retail tredes. The generel index of 
Sales, on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 213.4 for December, 1942, at 164.8 for 
November and at 201.5 for December, 1941. The 6 per cent increese over December, 

1941 was considerably lower than, the spreed recorded for eerlier months of the year, 
aggregate seles for 1942 averaging 14 per cent above the previcus twelve-month pericd. 


2Sp 
1 


December seles ere normally higher then these for r eny cther month of the 
yeer on ecceunt of the Christmas trede. The relatively smell incresse in seles 
“between December, ee end December, 1942 agune nants in seme measure a curteilment 
in Christmes pacts end the diversion of purchasing power to war financing through 


se 
Victery Loan subscrip ti ons. 


Sales of depertment stores, veriety stores end shee stores were 

practically unchanged in December, 1942 ae with the corresponding menth in 

|. the previous year. Drug stores and women's specialty shops were each up 17 percent; 

' candy stere sales geined 16 per cent end kbc ents 15 per cent. Other increases 
were 10 per cent fer grocery and meat stores, 9 per cent for men's clething stores, 

_ and 6 per cent for furniture stores. Sales of stores specializing in radios er 
electrical appliances were 5 per cent lever in December, 1942 then in 1941 while 

erdware store seles were down by 6 per cent. 


On meking allewence for normal seaseneal movements end also fer differences 
n the number of business days in different months, the adjusted general index of 
| Seles for December stends at 156.3 compered with 161.7 for November, 152.1 for October 
Wand an average figure of 154.9 for the yeer. In ether werds the underlying trend in 
consumer purchasing es measured in dollar volume was approximately 56 per cent higher 
at the end of 1942 fee the averege over the Se ae period .from..1935 to 1939. 


be 


Annus 1 ee ef the index numbers indicate that eleven cf the twelve 
trodes for Bice. indexes cre computed hed a higher volume cf doller sales in 1942 tnen 
in 1941 while one tr or recorded a decline. Women's clothing stores end shce stores 


wu 


Results fer women's clothing steres are availeble on a regional basis end show thet. 

the gein in British Columbia exceeded those for cther regions, percentage increases 

over 1941 stending et 28 per cent for British Columbia, 19 per cent fer the Prairie 
Provinces, 21 per cent for Ontaric, 22 per cent fer Quebec end 21 per cent for the 


Maritime Provinces. 


63- 


hed the Claes, 1 increases with gains of 22 per cent and 21 per cent respectively. 
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British Columbie else leed in peint of view of increesed seles cf men 
clothing stores with 2 gein of 28 per cent over 1941. Increeses for cther regions 
were 22 per cent for the Prairie Previnces, 14 per cent fan Ontaric, 23 per cent for 
Quebec, 22 per cent for the Meritime Provinces compared with a gain cf 19 per cent 
for Cenede as a whele. 


Grocery end meet stc 
in the preceding yeer, increases Ie 
ve 


s s evereged 15 per cent higher in 1942 then 
r the 
ng et 20 per cent for the Mari 
h h 


verious economic divisions cf the country 
ies, 18 per cent mpi Quebec, 15 per cent for 
Preirie Provinces end 12 per cent for Ontario. 
rent store seles fer Canada es e whele evereged 12 per cent higher in 1942 
th increeses for different parts of the country ranging from 9 per cent in Onteric 
per cent in British Columbia Intermediate increases were 11 per cent fer the 
2 oes 13 per cent fer ae Maritime Provinces end 15 per cent fer Quebec. 
Soles mede by veriety stores avereged 15 per cent greater in 1942 then in 1941 
Quebec came first in point cf view of increesed business in this trade \ with a gein 
of 21 per cent while increeses for other regions renged between 12 and 1 per cent. 
Drug store sales evereged 14 per cent higher in 1942 then in 1941 with percentage 
increeses for the verious regicns standing at 22 per cent for the Maritime Provinces 
end for British Columbie, 16 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 14 per cent for 
Quebec end 12 per cent for Onterio. 


The index numbers of retsil sales sre based upon dollar volume of business 
trensected end do nct necesserily reflect changes in the volume ef geeds sold. The 
Rurecu's reteil price index evereged 6.5 per cent higher in 1942 then in 1941; the 
food index alone everaged 9.6 per cent higher » and the index fer clething was up by 
3.4 per cent. While the index of retail prices end the index of reteil sales ere not 
computed in cuch ea wey es te be strictly comparable, 2 comparison of the two series 
does serve toc give some indication cf the ee to which chenges in the velue cf 

retail seles heve been effected by prices movements. The general index of deller 
seles was 13.7 per cent higher in 1942 than in 1941; the fccd index was up ara re 
cent, the index for men's clothing stcres was up 19.3 per cent end thet for women's 
clothing steres, 21.5 per cent. It weuld thus eppeer thet, while more than cne helf 
the increese in feod store seles may be ettributed to higher prices, the increesed 
business for clothing etores in 1942 must be attributed largely to an increese in 
the volume cf goods sold. 


Sales cf 21 departmentel firms which reperted sales by departments were 
frectionelly lower in December, 1942, then in December, 19/1, although minor gein 
were recorded by half of the individuel depertments centained in the summary. 

Men's clothing department seles were 3 per cent lower, seles cf women's clothing 
departments increesed by 3 per cent and fecctweer sales were 14 per cent below Decem- 
ber, 1941. Stetionery depertments recerded a sales increase of 9 per cent, drug 
seles advanced 6 per cent, vhile piece geods, smellwares and fecd depertments 
recerded gains cf 3 cr 4 per cent respectively. The trend in seles of the various 
depertments was mixed, home Gi-ntemiae vs and furniture departments recording 
increeses of 11 and 1 per cent respectively as compared with ae nes cf 4 per cent 
in redic end music denartments end 14 per cent in beth heusehcld e 

herdwere depertments. 


A941 and 1942 
(Besed cn doller seles of 23 firms) 
= ot ize ee December & Bhaieen 
1941 1942 1942}1941 
ai a aaa a a _ pisee ~ 0 Oo gil das Gatley 4 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ........cycsecee. 296,139,557 327,823,641 410.7 
4 
r 1. Women's dresses, coats and suits .....se.ceeees 29,355,932 34,735,650 +18.3 
4 Sem e ano infants! wear ... ss desvanececcse seed 10,968,564. (32,752,777) 416.3 
j Bet ANC) CLOVES sree x aa viele bas ais wus'n sve oo 0 I eA 090 112724 Lome Gee, 
Mem se Lingeric and corsets ......s.sececsesliecvenecn 13,269,207 15,063,796 +13.5 
SE ON ey rola ac kk sie scene Goo ote needa fa due oe cle ele 3,505,980 3,678,210 +4.9 
j 6. Women's and children's epperel —- (Total, 1-5).._70,346,718 80,502,569' 5) 414.4 
‘ 7. Men's end beys' clething and furnishings ...... 34,108,382 38,906,628 +14.1 
; &. Drugs and toilet erticles end preparations .... 8,780,331 9,804,948 +11.7 
ois 5 od sven Hansen annie'e dane alentiene 21,565,860» 21,925)1930 » eEseG 
: BRE OMUSVER Nr oN rei secis Geeas Dees PEERS ba ea Ss 10,441,671 12,800,262 413.0 
Meee C00 2nd Kindred products ......-ssecscscescacs 25,916,489 28,270,270 ° 9.9 
‘ Iz. Furniture (including mattresses end springs) .. 17,457,266 18,416,807 + 5.5 
i ME EOI PONI NOS oo vis sisla iv oo oe vere eee s pe ere ce wlse ZO, (cig ile ey4(O sce, “aoe 
14. Household appliances ond electrical supplies 8;820,106 -6;625 5500 Se 2 
Mee reraware and kitchen utensil? «vsecencrcoveess 12,356,695 12,825,168 +°3.s 
16. Redios, musical instruments end supplies ...... B 951 G17 1 516, oe eG 
Memeonoes end other footwear «<2. ---s6scs eer ecstwees PLR OI Caples tee nT 
18. Steticnery, books and megezines ..........ee00- 4,909,621 ' 5,711,406" * 416-3 
19. All cther departments, total .ceeeeeeeere ee eeees 354 303,349 37,388,695 + 5.9 
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Compsrison of | Reteil § 


Kind 


a Ae 
Seles in Cenads, for 1941 end 1942, by Kinds of Business 


(Comparisons ere based on doller value. No 


‘corrections heve been made for higher prices.) 


of Business 


RS 


General 


Micelle che eye ee Se 


4 i J Cy, 1B pee 
Boot end Shee Stores .... 
~ acy 3 . 
Candy Stores ..+--... She cei 


Men's haps tne Stores: as. 


Women's ( 


Clothing Steres . 


Department Stores ....... 


Drug Stores eter Sebel siehaics 
Parnviture Stores Ou. a 
Grocery and Meat Stores . 
Hardware Steres .....00s. 


Radic and Blectricel Stores. sich) a0) — 5 
ROGUAIEGATLUG: Vets eters eats suererets 


Veriety 


a 
TUOMAS vauecenala. oe sueha 


VAT 


COTES sxige. i signs stereo at thee 4 tH: 2a 


Meritime Prevince 


HUGHES Gis a5 eee kb Bikes ee _ 


doa hei? 
1 See J - 7.8 
Ce A a sete atien«) eee aaron. HS -~ 4.2 + 23 
3.8 1.5 
he 6.8 


Preirie Provinces 


bY 
British Columbie w......e. +37 


ip nt ee ee pt — a i —— 
et ng - ee 
: - —~ _ os at ene et ie —— 


— 


December,. 1942 Cumulative 
+ oF. = pee cent compared with © Indexes 


a —_- 


December December November Jan.—Dec. 1942 
a9 RS fed 1942 Jen.—Dec. ,1941 


wishes +35.8 + 5.9 +2925 +13..7 
eras +42 .9 te Ra oh 9F.8) 5 ee 
stoke +76 .8 +16.4 soe al +17 62 
ot, yee + 8.8 ~ +35 .9 419.3 
shah +55.8 ty ed Ae. Ee 
can tera + 0.8 428.7 +11..8 
sia +50.6 416.2 
an + ee a2 
ae ame Get fat Ovens 
ae +28 .4, eR Se + 9.1 wt is. 
3 
Nb 
i 


a 446.1 +15 
cee +39 .2 ait 
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2il Seles of Boot end Shoe Stores end Jewellery Stores 


oe a eet n-ne el 


December, 19/41 end December, 19/2 


Sales in December, 1942 
Compered BAS Seles in Decerber, 1941 


nt aR a he oi ne te ee eee 


Beet end Jewellery 


a d 
Shee Stores Stores 
Ae aes OO eae”. Pe eS er ee ee er 


ns 


ee 
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Index Numbers of Reteil Seale 


A. Unedjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Businese Daves end Seesonel Verietions. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to finel revisicn) 


Generel Bocts Pienaar (a) Men's 
Yeor and Month Jo inden ac -5 omiddtaees* = Lote ieee, 
nai a ee: a ny ee eee B seo 
December, 1929 ...... C720 137.05 20754 E81 32529 196.6 abo ors 
December, 1933 ...... Dee hose deere eo. 192.5 10S Sem Ve 
December, 1939 ...... NR TAS I > UAE 143.9 95.5 198.6 201C7 178.8 LOZ. 
December, 1940 ...... Pies: ool) Wee 0 Lt 2638s AeL0 199.7 125.6 
mecemper, JOA1«...... OMS le han AO BK Ak 30L.6 . 26052 Ab2DY 148.0 
1942 
UTC a aa eo T2648. 150-9 Lie ew 116.3. 152111 ILIV AND) 52305 
OMNI ecw we oo 0 0 12 0e L ud oaee £o.5 279.8. 158.3 17155 LO, Boe a howe 
March’ sic. ine ee Mog Rae TOO.k ieee POT, ato 16R reo ae 
RT i Ge ae ee Poice wlosce? L6G.c, Beitvoy ) eerie aos 189.1 190.9 
en dee 'e,e 5 198 A2Ook. WOLS- 18S, “Ao. 7 159.9 157.5 
PMG me tae os «+ Lol lee) © Tiree Latins 0) ty, mee ae 154.0 > 146.9 
loc Shs item 139 oat eOda aed hinwere Mitek hecrr 123 Ole 
beet ahve se os 127.5 4162.9 AEE Mae 1 Oke Wc ee Rs We er 130.00) Lite 
September ....... 15355 16203") 165.0. 140-0, 132.8) ee 154.2. 155.4 
Woe ber von success URS eek ATS e" AAO @ lbele aoe hoy PY ARMS Uhre) 
Nevember sv... 66. Le, Velie, VETO EIVCsO we Were Oak W464  ACOS 
December .:...... OT ee PBs 20% 6 “Roe 35) es oor 261016099 
Vomen's aan e 
Yeer and Month = __ Gisthiug a eRe Se 
ts Le Se: et ee cn eee ae eS UN 
December, 1929 ..... : Pe es) ae BG ad 20l-7 186.0 134s1- L192 
Wecemper, 1933 ...... 178.3 93.0 137.0 88 .6 1Ode6y S629 
December, 1939 ...... hoster 206.7 188.9 116./ Lidivtoy Ley, 
December, 1940 ...... 193.6 133.0 2102 “132.2 161.9 131.6 
December, 1941 -..... Tay es 2392 145.8 18206) “1 RSS 
1942 
ee Rane gh 115.3 SLs S ASS 52 Lise sib 136.6, 1/0.6 
Pabruaiy a» o«+--- 96.6 166.2 Rye Ve 130.8 145.1 
Merch oes} s+ 149.3.. 1736 hide es | 50-9 142.0 147.5 
ST eS Ley. 5 1531 VWA5.1 18.8 LA3.4 IAEA 
Ma ATA Riese o's » L6GeNs «=. 15853 142.2 140.1 W44-2 146.5 
Pisa Lee oie bcs 159.3. 143.6 139.6  I3ue2 129.4 148.4 
Py ec anty n << ss 135 7s 0.328 112.6 145.5 L42.t V4.9 
Ragas cane s+ 156.3 214.0 126.9. 154.5 128.6. 149.4 
September ....... 170.0. 180.2 154.9 152.7 WSO dd eae 
Dotober. iar. + > « 206.2-- 15721 181.8 152.9 163.1 153.0 
NOVeEHDEr Ace... 183.8 Lieee 187.4 168 . 5 U4e.4. 154.7 
December .......> 261.8) Liiee 241.2 146.4 213-3 168.9 


(ec) Includes men's furnishings. ; 
(h) Cendy indexes ere besed lergely upon returns from retaij candy cheins. 


a Ge 
Index Numbers of Retoil Sales — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unedjusted. B. Adjusted for Number cf Business Deys and Sesscnsal Veristions. 
(Figures for the current yeer ere subject te final revision) 


woe aor ene : Liiinee § ee llardvere | 
Eee iJ EN: Muha WRN Ae et 
December, 1929 ..... Broa eteitc 1 rs, NL hea hs RS er LSL26 165.8 sy or 9) 
DECOmDEeT sk wao. +. 0a ti ween meas ie Need Tlivke 9/,.0 §3.6 WM Bras 70.8 
Derembers,, LISF <i caw,egie wins 139.5 119.4 neo yes 110.9 12526" Sie 
December; WOL0/%2 Sis ta we ee 165.8 145.3 Po See eos, ce 146.2” “136.6 
Becenbers 194). con ts she Arete ats W349 Tle. 161.6 TAS. LAY Loony 
1942 | 
PRAISE nag ae amie etesre 91.8 tM ess EeOn 7, HG Aas 106.0 L732 
Pabriega ss sino salve okies 106.2, 13622 UWA PY RON P 95.7  Viaue 
RASC aes hemeticieeteeet Saad tet ex evetete Liae9 ES eed oe BG ns, 122.0 170.9 
BYV. le vetoes tcp) s. 8 oo eee ee 129.0 119.1 Lol ee 164.2, 149.0 LAO eL 
WAS tec taeerainisrs ahi on eee ae 162.6 13269 169.9 BUST VAS AL LI630 13670 
AAAS serch eer seas Gal ee ie aka ae Le ig 168 .'7 nay eee 164.6 13535 
NWER + wePPa iy Fe ae matinee Tria 120.3 154.6 hcg eaghh 1G Vege 15520 138.2 
PUG Gy caressa vomisiels 0 we as 136.2 12355..'O 160.67 166.3 i Toh eee ARS Ag ee) 
Sentemuer 2... sale cm ered Toure | moe 148.4 153.3 164°0°° 33652 
Qebober: « «scan Simei ee Lei ee 164.9 Stay 167.5 142.9 
November: « oescen ciety a aud RGR oan EG) Ar; We.5 25668 bP ACPA ee ony gs 
December .sseseeseeeeee LAs sr. ebye 178.0 163.6 461.3.) Uh bed, 
EAE RARER SERS NA AOS RAE REET GEIS ROBE 1 DE RECN =A SCE pg TES EMO ES EO TER PO SY BT IE EE SE EE TEE Pa SI TEE SS EE ES EA TT 
tadio and 
Year and Month apa rie ore, eee ees us Sh te ee 
ate ob tere Pca rtiiees oy yee Dee tin BE ee le | ee 
Decenber, 1929 ....... Sue, « BOGuhO Aart 77.8 T73 161.5" / ee 
Pecenber, \lI5s es ws ieee kes 99.2 61.24 89. 26.4 140.7 ye ss 
Dopegher 7489 hes saa eee 146.3 10é.1 109.8 LO Sian Paso t 122.7 
December, BOZ0" 1s ces ance ae RAK nd 165.9 Bm 114.9 280.7 14833 
DECEMDGT ye IGN Pos ais. nh ees LOWS Pele Desi // Boye 341.6 176.2 
1942 
PRU ARS ks ewe Yeates wuts 126.0 “L564 129.7 2135.2 129.8 191.4 
ECTS TIO cate! Dina apc gree em TAO.2 TS .2 120.6 136.6 129.0 190.9 
eer tad os Wiha sels 126.9 Es. 7 + 140.0 14326 LASie 191.3 
RUE Are es ao cle ee RSV AAT) LA7.S Ayes: eee 169.2 188.2 
MS crt ena was wav eae ths 152.6 136.5 IPAS Fk Ae 5 186.4 180.6 
Ahn a «ee 126 138.5 139.8 140.4 180.7 176.7 
PAS ty Puen wis. Aa ee Tes 152.6 TASS be are | 176.3 IP. 2 
Wie co mor Anon a oS ee oR Zonk.  160sG 150.6 LA 0 180.1 185.5 
September ....-.+-0s-. 135.5 116.2 150.0 145.0 176.6 188.5 
Cetera) ee rate chine Be eee Seas Lay eee 156.6 151.8 204.5 185.0 
NOW ene a ek. a ee scl 13120 106.9 150, 4 164 <1 198.9 LOGO 
DECOMUGT STRG w vind s bees 1156 VAS 160.4 154.4 aus STs 
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Unedjusted Indexes of Retsil Sales by Provinces — (Averege for 1935-1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to finel revision) 


Ree is ; 

b 4 Maritime r 

Yeer and Month CANADA Quebec Onteric Prairie British 
__ Provinces] __ Previnces Columbia _ 


ee eee 


(c) 
Men's Clothing Stores 


Se 


a i i ie 


December, 1939 ...... 172.8 208.4 151.6 1€8.6 171.9 189.9 
December, 1940 ...... 199.7 250.8 V7.9 EMT) 172.8 201.6 
Weeemper, LOA) ws... 2429 SR 2253 Pasar 20022 ERE 
1942 
WORGESL ellie ss ss ery 216.5 193.4 REL 2 By gle’ 206.8 
movenber wo. 0k... 19.4 258.2 189.0 ESL .7 Zhe. 3 192.6 
December .sc.c. 05 CbLae 5 B13 a 235.6 269.4 238.5 262.8 
% Chenge,: 
December, 1942 .. +628 433.68 +46 +528 419.1 418.6 
December, 1941 .. 
% Change, 
Jan.—Dec., 1942 : +19.3 423.0 423.2 41/4 421.7 428.2 
Jan.—Dec., 1941 . : 
ee lLUl!!ULCL. Women's Clothing Stores ee ee 
December, 1939 ...... 168 .0 195 32s Pea, 377 6 166.9 1S es 
December, 1940 ...... 193.6 227 «6 182.7 Bacal 178.0 Loe 
mecember, 1941 ...... 223.7 259.6 223.6 Pay A 192.6 195.0 
1942 
Ocuober tc muswes «os 206.2 236.3 199.5 200.0 2OaG MS. 
Wevember oi... 1RSe Pee! 238.4 170.1 183.8 Leo; 201.7 
Necember ...s20s 261.8 S12 Te PURSES) 272.9 233.6 269.0 
% Change, 
December, 1942 .. Tae 420.4 +10. 415.9 +21.3 437.9 


December, We Shee 
% Change, 
Jan.—Dec.,.1942 . 421.5 421.2 +21.8 +2027 +19 .0 428.2 


Jan.—Dec., 1941 . 


December, 1939 ...... 129.3 131.0 128.4 eye eae 123.2 
December, 1940 ...... Looe 136.8 130.6 141.6 128.6 130.9 
December, 1941 ...... 161.6 Te 158.2 167.6 Ue ioe 150.5 
1942 
Mm October .i.....-- 164.9 183.2 162.3 161.9 166.7 165.2 
November ......-. 18.5 163.6 148.1 147.9 Tees 145.9 
? December .......- 178.0 193.7 182.5 178.2 163.2 166.1 
'&% Chenge, ; aoe 
December, 1942 .. +1001. + O51. 415.4 +2 Gis 412.8 410.4 
iu December, 19/1 .. 
% Change, ae eee 
ie Jan,—Déecs, 1942 +1457 +19.9 +17.8 412.1 TLS eeturh onan #5 


Jan.—Dec. 9 L9AL ° 


= nce re er en en ee ee I RR: eR eG 
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(c) Includes men's furnishings 


ee 
Unadjusted Indexes of Peteil Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures fer the current yeer are subject to Pinal revision) 


FA A Pa SS ee Eee mp nA A nn Ne —r ——— — —— 
Maritime % Prairie British 
feer ¢ M ANE DS ig ee : berae : : 

el: piine2 inliesal ls a 5 FU ee : guebec by 7° Provinces Columbia _ 


_Depertment, Stores 


a ee 


December, 1939 ...... 182 .9 204, .6 196 19563 LEGS Ha es 
December, 1940 «..4. ree Tip eae, ea 218.9 192.5 LOT ne 
December, 1941 ...... 239.2 BIC. T rae 249.0 Ak bis ke 222.7 1 
1942 


NOVemDCYr si seis e es SY ek COnae 186 
December ....:-.. Aa ee) 26176 263 


ae 
Xi 
7 
“October ...essees 121.2 208.8 1S 7re 169.4 180.3 203.0 
7 . 
0 
% Chonge, 


December, 1942 .. + 0.8 = "5568 + Jus 257 a 
December, 1941 .. 
% Chenge, 
Jan.—Dec., 1942 . TAG = a a AB ee: Fer +17..2 41862° 5 
Jen.—Dec., 1941 


Veriety Stores 


Pecember, 1939 ...... ABE 302.9 227.6 2he v6 264.2 257th! | 


December, 1940 ...... 280.7 368 .5 251 we 2 fonk 251 7 268.7 
December, 1941 ...... BAL.6 253.3 Berrys pe) a 332 we 301.8 


194 : : 
GeEOher. Fancs 2655 204.4 270.0) meee 
November. ..e66 8. 198.9 269.8 PRD, 184. 
December &..... ays SAD eo rahewa’ 349.9 


oo 2 

hI 

No) 

ON 
TT Sore 

wR 

On 

WW 

~ 
ae. a 


o 
4: 
WH 
~l 
ae 
bw 
ioe) 
me 


December, 1942 .. eh SL La 8 pe. 


Dece 1941 
% Change, 
Jen.—Dec., 1942 . 415.0 414.2 +20.5 


Jen.—Dec., 1941 . 


nn I Ne A en 


Meue Dee toc.) } ees Jee JOBS bp rerece be 


a 


December, 1939 ...... 141.6 160.1 12726 

December, 1970S a.s es 1641.9 196.5 L579 

December, 19A1 ...... 182.6 226.4 163.7 

1942 
ROO oc ase aiwie.a 165 2 196.9 159.3 
November .....0%> 148.24 177 4 146.6 
December ...%«a.<. 213.3 A a 182.9 

% Chenge, h 
December, 1942 .. 416.38 +2255 at Ds 
December, 1941 .. 

% Chenge, : - 
Jan.—Dec., 1942 . +144 72.5 +14,.0 
Jan.—Dec., 194] . 


a 
eS 


= 9 = 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


DECEMBER, 1941 AND DECEMBER, 1942 


(Besed on deller seles cf 21 firms) 


December December % Chenge, 

1941 1942 1942|1941 

. : ; — f i 

POE aenuios) Ail DEPARTMENTS «<0. «svete cles E5507 5 310. AL ee (Oe tle = OCA a 
@. Women's dresses, coats and suits .....eesseaee 335245726 82970,058 +12.0 
Myre mend inients! WEST 66s. doece unc evn ss POG e TO ilo Oye ro - 1.8 
BEPC ST ere NenCE CLOVES 22 iss voce cvevceccecesceetue Ae bits 200 “eee O76 -~ 1.2 
PPD IMPS ICRANOULCODSCLS 6% 0600s ses ees cme e ne cules Aghe9s 159, “2, 3Royoee - 4.2 
SOMMERS Ararat sree soa! .c a wield det a) Aes wal Av 6 oa eiayee bie 288 ,829 330,220 as 

6. Women's end children's epparel -- (Total,1-5)._ 10,596,784 10,899,759 wr ee 
7. Men's and beys' clothing and furnishings ..... 6,228,977 © O,sOles oot - 2.5 
8. Drugs end toilet erticles end preparations ... 1,846,303 1,947,094 + 5.5 
BP BCCON OOOO shes 5 vlc ese sae re vaceevovenseusis es 2,500,082 “2, 05a,e27, toe 
OMe WOT OS a 'la.5 is se Sais ws Ha + oe oes owe vie Ke aie we 2,002,630: 2,072,430 + 3.6 
21. Foed and kindred productS .....ssesccseseceess 3,143,859 3,269,461 + 1.0 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) L,ZeL,077. feos + 1.4 
Boe Home LOIMLSNINGS «2.5 -e ccs car sene csc scesoverss 25305,115 2,519,425 +10.6 
14. Househcld eppliences end electricel supplies . 852,316 (EROS —13.7 
16. Herdwere and kitchen utensils ...--ceeeeeeeees 1,275,544 OlCR ee -14.0 
16. Radios, musicel instruments end supplies ..... 637,640 609,762 ey A 
17. Shoes and other foctweer oeverececseeccccceces 3,360,380 2,905,246 oo BAG 
18. Stetionery, books end magazines --+-+erreeeeees 1,468,088 °35593,862 SB ceS) 
19. All other depertments, totel .-ereeesreeeeeees 7391, 975) BUZ0L8, 415 aris 


oa 


siemien 
ad = 


ene ma 
ee ane 


“ 
, 


7] 


eo 


GOVE EVENS 
Published by Me HON. J AMES A. MackKI Ni NON, Mev 


luthority of tk 
yt Minister of Trade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


a ee ASAP enh aA “Os on Ae tn en ann he weeps os een 


Dominion Statisticia S.A. Cudmore, MLAs’. (Oxon Jaf WBcGuy abel sao@nr 
Chief, Internsl beans: Branch: Herbert Mafshell,; BsA.,y P.S.S. 

peewstictan; fnaintanties eUeeGmEn, Behe 0) > eee eee 
Vol. XV - No. 1 Price .10 cents 


Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales 3 in Canada, January, 1943 


“(1935-1929 = 100) 


The dollar volume of retail trading in Canade for January, 1243 was unchanged 


* 


' from January a year ago, increases for five kinds of retail business included in the 
monthly survey being offset by declines for seven other trades for wich figures are 


available. anuary sales were 26 per cent above Jatmary, 1941, 43 per eG above 
January, 1940 and 62 per cent above Jamary, 1929. The seupnkl index of sales, un+ 


adjusted for seasonnl changes stands at 128.4 for January, 1945, at 213.5 for December, 


$942 and at 128.1 for January, 1942. 


Retail sales generally average lower in January and February than in any 
other month of the year. After making adjustments for differences in the number of 
business days in the month and for normal seasonal movements, tne adjusted index for 
January, (1945 stands at 155.2, practically on a par with the December figure of 156.4. 


Increases over January a year ago were recorded by candy stores, women's 
Clothing stores, drug stores, grocery and meat stores and restaurants while declines 
below last January were reported by shoe stores, men's clothing stores, department 
stores, furniture stores, hardware stores, radio and electrical stores and variety 
stores. 

Department store ssleg (including mail order business) averaged 7 per cent 


lower in January of this geate then. last, all sections of the country except British 
Columbia contributing to the decline. Ontario sales were down 12 per cent; Maritime 
Provinces, 6 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent and Quebec, 4 p t. Sales 
in British Columbia were practically unchanged from January a year a 


In the men's specialty shop field slight gains in the Maritime Provinces, 

Prairie Provinces and British Columbia were more than offset by a marked drop of 
B15 per cent in Ontario and a small decline of 5 per cent in Quebec resulting in a 
net decrease of 7 per cent for tne oe a9.a.whole. On the other nand, sll 
‘regions reported increased sales in the women's specialty shop trade, gains over 
January last year standing at 14 ene cent for the Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent 
for Quebec, 11 per cent for Ontario, 1 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 14 per 
peent for British Columbia and 11 per cent for Canada. 


\ Sales of grocery or grocery and meat stores averaged 5 per cent, higher in 
Weniary of this-year than lust, increases in the eastern regions of the country more 
than offsetting declines in the west. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 5 per 
ht. Quebec sales gained 11 per cent, Ontario sales remained unchanged while 
declines of 3 per penih arene reported by both the Prairie Provinces and British 
i 


Columbia. 


tg 


=n ee 

Substantial gains in drug store business were recorded for all regions. 
In comparison with an average gain of 11 per cent for the country as a whole, per- 
centage increases over January, 1942 stand at’ 16 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 
15 per cent for Quebec, 9 per cent for Ontario, 8 per cent for the Prairie Provinces 
and 17 per cent for British Columbia. 


ales ag measured by indexes computed from figures submitted 


O 
by chains in this a er cent higher in January of this year than last 
re 


p 
L 
mle restaurant eipts were up 18 per cent. Shoe store sales dropped 9 per cent, 
furniture store sales were down 3 per cent, hardware store sales were down by 14 
per cent, radio and electrical stores, 9 per cent and variety stores, 1 per cent. 


An average decline of 8 per cent was recorded in sales of 18 firms which 
reported departmental totals. Gains of 8 per cent in sales “of stationery departments 
and 1 per cent in sales of women's apparel were the only advances recorded over 
January, 1942. The most pronounced declines were those shown for departments 
specializing in durable household goods. Sales of household appliances and electrical 
supplies fell off by 32 per cent, furniture sales were down 29 per cent, while 
decreases of 24 per cent occurred both in sales of hardware departments and radio / 
and music Sieg Pen aa Sales of home furnishings were only fractionally lower than 
in January, 1942. Sales of men's clothing dropped 7 per cent with footwear sales 
averaging 14 per Rent lower. Food and drug departments reported sales down by 3 
and 4 per cent respectively. 


a 


Regional Trends in Retail Trade 


The general index of retail trade in Canada, based on results for seven 
trades for which regional figures are available, recorded a gain of 14 per cent in 
1942 over 1941 and was 45 per cent higher than the average index for 1939. The 
margin of increase over 1941 declined in each succeeding quarter of last year,a 
gain of el per cent in the first quarter being followed by advances of 15, 12 and 
ll per cent in the last three quarte 


Retail sales in the Maritime Provinces averaged 16 per cent higher in 
1942 than in the prece ing year and were 57 per cent above the 1939 level. Gains 
diminished in extent through each quarter in thig region of the country, a gain of 
e4 per cent in the first quarterly period being followed by increases of 20 per 


cent in the second quarter, 13 and 12 per cent in the last two quarterg respectively. 


In the province of Quebec, sales were 17 per cent higher in 1942 over 1941 
and were 48 per cent greater than in 1939. Increases in each quarter of the year 
were somewhat similar to those shown for the Maritime Provinces with gains of 23, 

e0, 15 and 13 per cent in each succeeding quarter. a 


The increase in sales in Ontario over 1941 was smaller than that recorded 
in other regions of the country. Sales in 1242 were up 12 per cent from the 
preceding year and were 45 per cent above 1959 sales. Although an increase of 21 
per cent in the first quarter of the year was in line with results recorded for 
Canada as a whole, gains in the last three periods were smaller. Increases of 12 
and 10 per cent were recorded in the middle periods of the year, but the margin 
over 1341 was red-ced to only 6 per cent in the final quarter. 


Sales in the Prairie Provinces were 14 per cent higher last year than 
in the preceding year, but an advance of 37 per cent over 1939 indicates that 
sales have not increased in that section to the same extent as in other parts of 
the country during the war period. The trend in retail trade in the Prairie 
Provinces followed much the same pattern during the first three quarters of 1942 


a eS 


tr >t Sar 


Pe ya! 


as that of Ontario, progressively smaller gaine of 19,,12 and 11 per 
recorded over corresponding quarters of » L941. 


16 per cent above the similar period of 


cent being 
In the final quarter, sales increased 
the previous year. 


British Columbia recorded gains of 17 per cent over 1941 and 48 per cent 
over 1959. Increases in the four quarters of the year were More uniform than those 
ccurred in other parts of the country, advences of 17 per cent in each of 
et two quarters being followed by s fein of 15 per cent in the third quarter 
and an average increase of 19 per cent in the last. 


Sales in 1942 compared with sales in 1941 by Provinces, for each quarter 
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Maritime . Prairie Britieh 
ANADA : uebec Ontario . : 4 
CANADS Provinces Que oe Provinces . Columbia 


Orn re ee ren te ee ee sem oe by coed 


Bee eAeemi eis 5 PT aol) sisal eee. ee, eae 


First Quar ter econereaxeae +21 & as 423.7 +20 ° $21.4 +19 ® é FUT Ss 

pecond Querter .....+. +1448 FIOVS TLS +ieed +1106 +16.8 

“Cais: RA GVe) 6) 0 sae a +1440 413.2 +15.0 tLOse mt Ce +14.8 
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POUPUN “QUAYLE? a6 e« +12.0 ease + Gy +e +18.9 
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Comparison of Retuil Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based.on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices) 
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January, 1943 
+ or - per cent compared with 


Kind of Business ate rere) 20 Tee a ae . 

January January December 
1939 1342 1942 
Gefieral Index eecsccccceseccescs +613 Bia Oe -59 9 
Bost and Shoe Stores \...scecesas +63.9 ~ 9.0 -49.,7 
Caitiy Stores’ ais. ces ies ccsaccsus +101.4 +1145 +6044 
Met's Clothing Stores..cec<sseaes pate rt ©, - 6.8 -59.8 
Women's Clothing Stores ....cee. +87.8 P1067 -51.2 
Dagar tihent Stored ts. <sapaia Sie aes +51.0 - 6.9 -55.6 
DPE BS LOTOS Tees siete wa a clone ened FSCO +11.0 -28.9 
PUPOPERE A GEOPOS. yo Ma Win nie danaiout aioe +47 04 — £05 -37.45 
Grécery and Meat Stores .eeseeoe +6667 + 363 -12.9 
HaPdware Stored sss secesg ice sets _ +4425 -13.6 -43.6 
Radio and Electrical Stores .... +477 - 9.2 -28.3 
H@RUSUTARLS Bye ieee un Re cadane ceGe hile 418.1 - 4.6 
VER. OGy SUGGS figs .s% hs Se wwe eees +87 23 - 0.8 -62.9 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


January, 1942 and January, 1943 
Pennie eat. ae 


Sales in Jamary, 1943 
Compared with Sales in January, 1942 
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Region “ee 
Boot and Jewellery 
Shoe Stores Stores 
CANADA eovese25e 5829 20599 ? S850 
Maritime Provinces Pitelornta aietere = PSO 
Quebec eeOePF FOROS TESS BHAT SHR D488 ; - 0,4 See 
Ontario CRTC eCHR SORE R BLOB BODY gy Note 
PRSLCLS Previabes cc ck aiSkss losis ~ 9.5 Below 
British Columbia éistedie taste na gis -16.8 


i phan el 


ae 


-: 


— 


Note: Due to incomplete coverage it is not possible to give the figures 
for jewellery stores generally shown in this bulletin. J anuary 
figures will appear in the next issue. 


-§- 
Index Numbers of Retcil Sales ~ (Average for 1935-1929 = 100) 
Unadjustec. B. Adjustec for Number of Business Days and Seesonel Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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General Boots “C.D ann hicay ARs ome cnn 
Year and Month Index ___and Shoes Candy(h) _—Shothing(<)_ 
ak B a2 narnia ee enrerae 
Retaety (1929 5.400. 119.15145.0 121.8 176.9. 152.5 201.0- 157.9 239.1 
Pedery, 1925 ....... 68.2 85.0 60.0 95. 79.0, 207.8 ° S6.e-"" Bese 
emery, 1959 ....... 79.8 100.3 63.2 93.8 64.4 91.6 89,80", 9804 
Beery rh O4) .isues. 102.5 224.5 80.0 124.2 Ba.O) W173 Sees 
Mimeiery 63942 ....... 128.1 150.8 115.8 153.3. 116.3 USlal. 113.9. 143.4 
1942 
February ........ 120.1 154.8 89.5 179. 158.5. 171.5 104.1. 176.2 
Bree ase 14407 © 167.4, 139.4). 198 120.75, 285.0 ieee sie 
DOr hs. saseucrss 1548 155.8 169.2. 15%, 69.1 142.5 189.1 190.9 
We est canoee css 159.2 249.1. 267.5 138; 46.6 144.0 .159.9 157.5 
ee es. 164.5..150.9. “277.2. 15 12.4 149.4 154.0 146.9 
Pe ye-mevssnas 2237-8 35065, 141.7. 22 i : See AOS 
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egal Department Drugs 
Year and Month ___...._ Glothing ee CSD Peat ed 
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January, 1929 ...-000 109.3 158.3 116.6 145.6 116.8. 119.5 
Wenuery, 1933 weve Oe at 82.4 67 7 86.7 86.1 90.4 
menuary, 2OZD sewcees 672 See d 71.0 93.4 96.5 104.4 
Jenuary, 1941 ...-e0- BS. Inl.2 Dilek ee 118.0; 124.1 
January, 1942 06 Lime LSL.d. 115.2. 151.1 56.5 .140.5 


1942 


Pelrwary «suas 96.6 166.2 107.4 142.8 120.8 145.1 
il 2 <c4 Jansen 149.3 173.6 4h 2 15609 142.0 147.5 
|S eae 162.0 153.1 145.1 148.8 143.4 148.4 
| eee 166.7 153.3 142.2 140.1 144.2 146.5 
Te te cad das 159.3 145.8 139.6 124. 120.4 148.4 
ae 138.7 183.8 112.8 145.5 142.1 144.9 
Beet ios csaec~e 156.3  214.0— 126.3 154.5 143.6 149.4 
September ...-» 170.0 180.1 154.9 152.7 148.0 147.2 
i ee 206.2 157.1 161.9 152.9 163.1 153.0 
NOVEMDCY .<secces Usha cyS: Telirrete 187.4 1i6B65 1464 ea 

a 261.1 172.7 241.6 146.8 213.0 168.7 


December «ss 
1948 
Je ANNUAL y Oi ewe tee 8 ee 


(c) Includes men's furnishings. 
{h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 


LE7 5: 17459 107.2 ..347.4 151.5 165.9. 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales — Aver Zee Or 1935-19 1989 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business ays and Seasonal Variations. 
ee for the current yesr sare subject to hieies revision) 


io. fe Sree 
Furniture ee ee Hardware 
Year and Month pare eee BESS ee eee ee oe 
Fi OA Ce cANAe tea abe acs aa is A Se 
January, LORD wecsave 108.1 144.6 el ho te ker fb ~ LOL Bedale Ou 
Jamiany, 1955. n6«ccven 40.5 58:0 198 $5.6 59.9... 67.8 
Taiery, O58 is ons +808 94.5 EE ey at acs 62.4 107.8 .. 
January, LOA) nacesed GowOs nl Leow L LAS sOY VelLace Siti Loc. Game 
January, LOZ Viaeeses 91.9 124.6 150.4 146.4 ‘106.0 Tee. am 
1942 ; ; 
PEDTUary, eusacecs 106.7 136.4 141.6 154.2 g557 slisse 
WAL Veauweaas sis 11is9 | 13354 155.5 "15459 “L22.0° "A iCue 
ADE. sities # sie s'e 6.0 129.20 119. tS (et | holes 149.0 146.1 — 
Mattea Gs Rbigavelsakip Aisin 164.6 1LS2.9 S52 FAS eked Soya 17620° “VS6. 02 
SUMS” «vis sme ae @ wa Loa 13238 aN oS ty lark Sig ae 8 16436" Tee 
Lyn ite taeie se pha’ Ae LeU ew 154.6 WS Spa 0 Delgado, 9 T55.0> see. 
OSU cates 018 sip 128%2 13520 L60.7°" B6G.5% ” 16252)" 154ee 
SO@PCEMDST « «ease "LEG. 7 1 Sor 148.4 155.3 | 164.0 139.4 
Deno oel = tases ses Mice ley Lease 164,59 = t52.4 16735" L42c9 
NOVANDEr Saw eeess 120.6 LLG. 14868 PF LST aL | 147.9 > 150.8 
DECENT cw axis & 143.4 H De ae LP Sito Oa O 162.4 146.1 
194% | 
~ VENbeTy “soeecvous  ~ BOL6.-~ 1344  LeSe4: +, LoLc Oat. VA SLAG a sean 
=< a OS eae I ign  ae  ana OS 
Radio and . 
Year and Month Electrical _—=—=dRes teurants ea ee 
a ee | TON ae, : See: | ACME 5\ RRP S| ince 
CANA TS MOLI SG ss 6 ac UL PIS) ed oa lit.e J80Ee 4738 70.5 
January; T9033 si... 59.5 Teed 84.5 90.4 52:7 | -8006 
Janoary, 959° iis ccee PT 100.3 89.5 95.7 39 88,e “Jllee 
sanaty> 2041-4 eruses 114.9 42.6 109,35: LL 96.9 151.4 
damary, 2842. <G ses 126.4 15639 Lees Pare 129.8". 19ne4 
1942 
Februsry vea<%s «o> LAO 148.2 120.6; 15646 129.0 ."190s8 
SMSC sg eln'ee.6'6's a wb 126.9 L5on 1 140.0 143.6 148.2 191.3 
BDOO sana ee Gud 14.7 147.8 14ue0 T4ec¢ 269. 2" + 16Gaee 
UAT oa ate as be sie od 152.6 136.5 145.5 4205 186.4 180.6 
SUIS on adda ate hls & 128 35 138.5 Ia  Jtiee 180. 7°" L7oer 
DEF eis ck ik pe we’ LelL.d Lde.6 144.9 Bp’ s 176.3 176.2 
ROP sins ga aleidie® 126.4 160.6 150.6 140.0 180.1 185.55 
September vo .ccooc 15555 TVG 1 150.0 345.0 17656 188s 
OCR On? Wa xle ae x 144,4 ie, 4 iSGee . L5i28 204.5 185.0 
November .....006 121.0 106.9 150.4 162,21 199.0 04g 
December ...... #8 Get 113.9 160.8 TSe6 546.6 178.1 
1343 . he 
pV ARUETY “oo coceere~ 11468 514852... 1552s 16207 1287: -195.65 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revisio sion) _ 
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E Le site, ~ Maritime Pont rie Br itish | 
Year and Month CANADA Pr A Quebec Ontario , 
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Men's Clothing Stores fo 
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pera. 19D9. + ss seca: 69.8 65.0 69.0 it 
DePOm yes POLO 6 «40 0's s0 1849 89 6 7407 8 
emery, 1941. oe apce seid 120.5 Hie 2 ) 
Bee yey OSL et5 ss eee pio 164.0 100.1 a 
134e 


INO RLETMOOTS dene alse \s\ 0 194,4 Peis 183.0 Akshb 5 ¥e ea Wale 1982.6 
DECEMBER sccie oso 265.9 See AO PAV ACS tala S CaGet eDean 


1943 


BOUArY «ee csseve 106.1 169.4 297.6 09.4 105.7 Lie. 
Change, 
January, 1943 oe. - 6.8 Te lodio — Kae -15.3 1.4 + 4.9 
Jamuary, 1942°... 
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__ Women's Clothing ng Stores. 


Bectary. 1955"... cass 67.9 7504 61.7 69.2 70.9 71.2 
January, 1940 sv... ee 88.1 64.5 78.3 GecG medtiad 
Remar, 1941... 6s. 88.5 112.0 76.0 94.8 Ble ©”. 95.2 
eames POLE Ys seo Lose 140.8 99.4 1 108.4 124.8 
1942 
Deaovenber;-...+.. 183.8 238.4 170.1 183.8 16. eee 
December ........ 261.1 317.5 244.7 opeet 258.8 263.7 
1943 
MOR ary iors... i 12745 158.7 Thane 134.5 110.2 Aas. 
% Change, 
January, 1943 .:. ~ +10.7 412.7 +14.9 410.5 +06.9 $15.5 
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Grocery and Meat Stores — <x 


Beemer ys 1959 fc. ccc 93.8 Dis Coen 97.5 74.9 79.0 
Bemtary, 1940. ...cc5 104.4 103.8 106.5 107.4 955 39.0 
erety, LO4T ee. eee 118.0 116.4 116.5 124.1 104.4 115.3 
Peary, 1942” tcc 150.4 15861 147.1 157.9 Shee 142.6 
1942 


November ......05 148.8 165.6 148.1 147.6 Ag ose 
WeCeMber ©... cece HIS 193. 182.6 178.2 165.4 L7Ave2 
1943 ts 
JSAMMCTY “cccccccecs 155.4 165.8 TG Get: 158.6 LES CA dene D 
@ Change, 
January, 1943 a ears 9, + 4.9 
January, 1942 ... 
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(c) Includes menfgs furnishings. 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures fo: for the current year. are ibiect to final revision) 
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Jumuary, 1939 ....0ee 710 65.7 7927 Yost 63.9 2, 
Faenaary, £940 ...e.8% 84.2 BMoee 92.0 85.4 82.8 78.9 
Jamiery, 1941 .....06 93.1 98.4 102.8 92.6 87.6 ZA 
Jemiory , DORR. .....93°8 115.2 122.6 120.0 116.4°° oats "ary 
1342 

NOWeMDEIC: 1. « utew sere Ley ee Rem ews ever 178.8 190.4 188.7 

December’. «..s.sue 241.6 261.6 264.2 255.5 ed oD) VAST PES) 
1942 


JANUaLY Tas oe ° 107.2 , 15.6 115.8 Lee 102.8 pS ee 


% Change, 
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Jamie Vo, 1943 ces - 6.9 - 5. ~ 0.5 -12.2 = Seo +. hat 
Jamiary, 1042 ... 
dis, Ce tae Veristy Stores a ek a 

Jamiary, 1929 r..is2e0 68.7 61.7 Ghee 68 .6 672d 7124 
Jamiary,) L940 wseecee 80.7 89.0 82.8 78.4 80.7 Tose 
samiary, T94L .e0wses 96.9 110.8 103.0 94.5 90 «6 87.0 
ARMMIOTYs LOAZ sacsase 128.7 144.9 BoD ne) A ey gD ee 102.0 
1942 ; 

November. .<acsees 199.0 269.8 phew 134.8. 196.8 L6S.7 

December .ecsusce 346.6 449.8 249.9 Coen —Oobso D0 Zo 
L943 


January, 1943 
January, 194 eh 


an 


ic a a re 


ye St a 
4 Drug. Stores 
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Jummery. LOS0 wise seine Poem 93.6 100.1 96.7 91.8 96.8 
Jumiery, 920 sesesne LDR LO5.5 106.7 101.4 99.0 100.9 
Jamary, L94T ..aveas 118.0 Let ot 120.6 £1.80 5 LLeek Lio 
Janurry, ROA, am ie ante 136.5 148.5 Lolse 135.9 134.3 Looe 
1942 

NGVEMRET As cee ae 148.4 Rie ol. 146.6 144.6 144.9 158.4 

TOICOUNGT os sh xayse Ale 216.4 182.4 205.8 225.5 eA2<9 
194é 


Jan BLY. saan an ee 151.5 LY Sts 157 .5 147.9 144.4 156.4 
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Jomuary, 1943... +11.0 +15.9 +14.9 + 8.8 AD.5 417.1 
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TOTAL Si ALL DEPARTMENTS 


wbeseeaece 


Women's areesed, coats and suits .....0.. 


Meee ond INEANtS! wear .iewssesecencece 
MR ENA CLOVES on cate c een esncceees 
Lingerie and corgets 


Millinery @eesoe dove oe me over Be tows enr 02080 


Women's and children's apparel (Totad: 


Men's and furnishings 


and boys! clothing 


}. Drugs 


BIWOTCS oes cece eens 
Food and kindred products 


Furniture (including mattresses 


Household applisnces 
Os Hardware and kitchen utensils .ccrseecces 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies 
BerGes and other footwear .ecvcesseseseves 
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Retail sales in Canada averaged 9 per cent higher in February of this year 


than last and were practically on a par with the January level according to index 
numbers calculated from returns received from a representative sample of firms repre— 
centing twelve different types of retail business. The general index of sales, 
unadjusted for seasonal movéments and on the base, 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 130.5 for 
Pebruary, at 128.7 for January, 1943, and at 1 


20.1 for February a year ago. 


A marked increese in retail shoe store business reflecting the introduction 
of shoe rationing in the United States forms the outstanding feature of the retail 
trade statistics for the month of February. Retail shoe store sales averaged 43 per 
cent higher in February of this year compared with lest, with increases gaining in 
Magnitude from east to west. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up 24 per cent, 
Quebec seles advanced 25 per cent; Ontario, 43 per cent; Prairie Provinces, 67 per cent 
and British Columbia, 89 per cent. 


Women's clothing stores also had greatly incressed business in February with 
dollar sales ranging 335 per cent higher than in February last year. Gains for this 
trade algo were higher in the west than in the east, percentage increases over February, 
1942 standing at 10 per cent for the Maritime Provinces; ¢3 per cent for Quebec, 29 per 
Cent. for Onterio, 63 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 56 per cent for British 
Columbia. | 


In the men's clothing trade major increases in the western provinces were 
modified by the results recorded for Ontario and Quebec, sales for the Dominion as 
a whole averaging only 7 per cent above February, 194e. Seles in Ontario and Quebec 
were practically unchanged from last year; soles in the Maritime Provinces gained i‘ 
per cent while increases of 37 and 36 per cent were reported by the Prairie Provinces 
and British Columbia respectively. 


Food stores including grocery outlets and algo stores selling both groceries 
and meats averaged 6 per cent higher in February of this yee compered with last, 
results on a repional basis indicating gains of 7 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 
12 per cent for Quebec, 1 per cent for Ontario, 6 per cent for the Prairie Provinces 
and 8 per cent for British Columbia. These figures are based on monthly statements of 
sales secured from all the lerger chain companies and from a semple number of some 
1,000 independent stores. Separate results for chains and independents reveal a 
divergent trends, chain store sales standing le per cent lower in February of this year 
than last while the independents reported an average gein of 14 per cent in the same 


comparison. 
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Department store sales stood 8 per cent higher in February, 1945, over 
February, 1942 and were also 8 per cent higher than in J ENS 1943. Gains over 
February last year on a regional basis stand at 5 per cent for the Maritime 
Provinces, 8 per cent for Quebec, 6 per cent for Ontario, 10 per cent for the 


Prairie Provinces and 13 per cent for British Columbia. 


Restaurant receipts were 23 per cent higher in February of this year 
compared with last; drug store sales gained 14 per cent, variety stores were up 
8 per cent and candy stores 3 per cent. Furniture store sales were down by le 
per cent and stores specializing in radios or electrical appliances were down 
by 8 per cent. 


Figures for jewellery stores are not included in the calculation of 

the general index of retail sales but sales figures are secured each month from 
a representative sample of jewellery stores. Two sets of percentage changes are 
shown for thig trade in the attached tables. In one case the sales tax introduced 
in the June budget of 1942 is included in the calculations and in the other case 
this tax is.excluded. Figures for February are not yet Deegan eis} complete to 
warrant publishing. Percentage changes between Januery of this year and last 
reveal a decline ad 14 per cent when the sales tax is excluded from the 

ssloulationg and a decline of 1 per cent when the sales tax is included. 


The total volume of seles in February, 1943 for those department stores 
which reported a breakdown of sales by departments averaged 6 per cent above 
February, 1942. A lower coverage is used in this breakdown summary than is used 
in the construction of the index numbers and this accounts for the difference in 


. 


the comparisons shown for the two series. Increases in sales of women's clothing 


5 
2 


and footwear departments were outstanding, although substantiel. increases 
occurred in February compared with apres a year ago for many departinents’ which 
had reported declines in January. The major declines recorded in Jamiary of this 


year compared with last for es hougehold appliances and electrical 
supplies and for radios, musical instruments and supplies were modified in 
February although sales for these SRL ci Fee, were still considerably below the 
level of last year. Sales of home furnishings were 6 per cent higher in February 
of this year than last. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher price 
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Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe | scores and Jewellery Stores 
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2,207, 259 
671,086 
827,038 
270, 544 
17,145 

4,859,072 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, March, 1943 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Retail sales in Canada averaged 5 per cent higher in March of this year than 
last and gained 16 per cent over February according to index numbere calculated from 
&@ representative sample of firms representing twelve different kinds of retail business. 
The general index of sales, unadjusted for seasonal movements, and on the base, 
1955-1959 = 100, stands at 151.3 for March, 130.9 for February and at 144.7 for March, 
1942. 


The 5 per cent increase in dollar sales in March of this year compared with 
last. was on a par with the average gain for the year to-date, total figures for the 
first quarter of the year revealing a similar increase of 5 per cent over the corres- 
ponding period of 1942. The 16 per cent increase in March over the immediately 
preceding month’cf February was approximately equal to the usual seasonal gain at 
this time of year, the seasonally adjusted index of sales standing at 167.7 for March 
compared with 168.5 for February. 


Following a pronounced increase in the month of February, specialty shoe 
store trade returned to more normal levels in March, sales for that month standing 
on a par with Iiarch sales a year agos Shoe store sales continued to register increases 
in the extreme east and west, figures for the Maritime Provinces and for British 
Columbia revealing gains of 17 per cent and 32 per cent respectively. But these 
increases were offset by a decline of 11 per cent below March, 1942 in Quebec while 
sales in Ontario and the Prairie Provinces were practically unchanged from a year ALOe 


Men's clothing store sales were down 17 per cent from March, 1942, a result 
which may be attributed to. the extremely. high volume of business transacted by this 
type of store in March last year prior to the introduction of restrictions on men's 
clothing styles. Declines below March, 1942 were recorded for all sections of the 
country excepting British Columbia where a minor gain of 3 per cent took place. Per- 
centage. declines below March,. 1942 for other regions are as. follows: Prairie Provinces, 
2 per cent; Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent; Ontario, 19 per cent and Quebec, 29 per 
cente 


Women's clothing store sales averaged 5 per cent higher in March of this 
year. than lest compared with an increase of 14 per cent for the year to-date; February 
sales stood 33. per cent higher in 1943 than in 1942.. The smaller increase of 5 per 
cent recorded in the March comparison reflects in considerable measure the shift in 
trade from March to April on account of the changing date of Easter. Easter occurred 


: early in April last year. with most of the pre-Easter trade taking place in March. 
On the other’ hand the Easter trade in 1943 was transacted almost entirely in April. 
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Department store sales, including the mail order business of department 
stores, averaged 3 per cent higher in March of this year than last compared with 
an increase of 2 per cent for the year to-date; March sales relative to March a year 
ago varied for different regions of the country, results for the East and West 
showing gains while sales in central Canada were down, Department stores in the 
Maritime Provinces transacted 8 per cent more dollar business than in March last year; 
Prairie Province sales were up 10 per cent and British Columbia gained 12 per cent. 
Ontario department store business wag maintained within one per cent of the volume 
of sales in March a year ago while Quebec sales were down by 7 per cent. 


Grocery or grocery and meat store sales were 9 per cent higher than in 
March last year, all sections of the country choting in the increases Percentage 
increases by regions for March of this year over last with cumulative results for 
the first first quarter over the corresponding period of 1942 in brackets sre as 
follows: Maritime Provinces, 16 per cent (9 per cent); Quebec;:13 per cent (12 per 
cent); Ontario, 5 per cent (2 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent: (3 per cent) 
and British Columbia, 8.per cent (5 per cent). 


The underlying trend in sales for food stores as reflected in the 
seasonally adjusted index number. has remained comparatively level for some months. 
Seasonally adjusted indexes for this trade stand at 163.6 for March; 163.0°for 
February, 157.6 for January and 164.0 for December, 1942. 


Drug store businesg contimes at a high level, increases for March, 1943 
over March, 1942 and for the first quarter of this year over last both stand g at 
13 per cent. Results on a regional basis for March of this year compared with last | 
with figures for the first quarter in brackets are as followas Maritimé Provinces, | 
+18 per cent (+16 per cent); Quebec, +14 per cent (+14 per cent); Ontario, +9 per | 
cent (+9 per cent); Prairie Provinces, +12 per cent (+13 per cent) and British 
Columbia, +29 per. cent (+26 per cent). . } 


Candy st.:e sales were 16 per cent higher in March of this year than 
last while restaurant receipts were up 24 per cent and variety stores-gained 
5 oer. cent.. Hardware stores reported sales 7 per cent lower, furniture stores 
declined & per cent while stores specializing in the sale of radios or electrical 


éppliances transacted 9 per cent less business in March of this year than last. 


Figures for jewellery. stores are not included in the calculation of the 
general index of retail sales,. but sales figures secured from a sample number of 
such stores indicate that the amount of money. spent in these stores was 22 per 
cent greater in March of this year than last and was 18 per cent greater in 
February of this year than last. These are the results obtained when the retail 
sales tax-~introduced in June, 1942 is. included in the calculations, Results 
with the sales tax excluded reveal gains of 5 per cent and 3 per~cent for March 
and February respectively. compared with last year. 


Sales of 19 firms which reported sales by departments were 2 per cent 
greater. in March this year over March, 1942. Sales of footwear departments were 
9 per cent lower. than in March of last year, a sharp reversal from February when 
the introduction. of rationing in the United States stimulated a demand for this 
merchandise in-Canada causing a 26 per cent increase, A 24 per cent advance 
recorded by women's clothing departments in February was modified to a 7 per cent 
gain in March.. Men's clothing departments showed a similar slackening of activity, 1 
a 16 per cent decline occurring in March this year, in contrast with the 5 per cent 
increase in February. Stationery and book departments recorded the outstanding 7 
gain in March with a rise of 19 per cent. Sales of piece goods were 13 per cent 
higher, with drug and food departments reporting gains of 9 and 4 per cent. Houge- 


Cea 


ma — es 


he a ™®  « 


b-5 


hold appliances and electrical supplies continued to show marked decreases, although 
sales for other durable goods departments showed smaller declines or greater in- 


_ creases than were shown in the February summary. Furniture sales, in fact, increased 


by 6 per cent in March after declining 20 per cent in February. 


A summary of department store sales by departments for the first quarter 


of this year and last is contained on Page 10 of this bulletin. Total salee for 


those firms which submitted a monthly breakdown of sales were down by one-half>of 
one per cent in the first three months of this year compared with the same period 

a year ago. Sales of women's clothing were up 9 per cent, but men's clothing 
recorded a decrease. of 8 per cent while footwear sales were 1 per cent lower. Drug, 
piece goods, smallwares and food departments all recorded minor gains of 1 or 2 

per. cent. Although gales of home furnishings were 8 per cent higher in the first 
three months of this year, other durable goods departments recorded substantial 


_declines.. Hardware sales were down 12 per cent, furniture sales dropped 14 per 


cent, sales of radio and music departments were 15 per cent lower, and sales of 
household appliances fell off 28 per cent below the January—to-March of 1942; 


ae RS 

Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices) 


i ti A 


March, 1943 Cumulative 
: + or - per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business RS 2 ETT PORN SPIRE AOR TTI 
March, March, February, Jan.—-Mar., 1943 
1929 1942 1943 Jan.-Mar., 1942 
General Index ©0000 SER 0000 +64.0 earl ae “TAL ieihs ar ai 
Boot and Shoe Stores wecvceece +102.6 + 0.5 + 6.6 +7964 
Candy Stores ccceccvvceseeccoee +tI7eol TG. 1. -10.2 +1135 
Men's Clothing Stores ceccceee +9809 -16.9 +25.7 — 78 
Women's Clothing Stores we... +87.5 ee +229 +14.3 
Department Stores cccccescccces +6908 oO +25.2 tek 5S 
Drug Stores ccccccccvcrccevecs +t5Re = ey + 7.4 +LRG 
Furniture Stores .cscccceseese F555 - 1.8 415.3; - 4.4 
Grocery and Meat Stores .ecoss. +519 F666 + 5.9 
Hardware Stores cesvecesesesos +5768 - 6.9 +15.6 - 6.0 
Radio and Electrical Stores .. +40.7 - 8.8 +12.3 - 8.9 
Restaurants ceoccscccccccccecsee  +85.0 24,1 +1725 #21.5 
Variety Stores .cccsccceseceee +91.0 + 3.4 +10.1 + 3.4 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


Shoe Stores Sn Jewellery Stores 
Sales in é Sales in Sales in 
Region March, 194% February ,1943 March,1942 
Compared with Compared with Compared with 
Saleg in Sales in Sales in 
farch,1942 February ,1942 March, 1942 
Includ- Exclud- iInclud—. Exciud= 
ing tax ing tax __ ing tax ing tax __ 
CANADA pert Fe Se aks ap 0.5 +18.0 nr Ro8 +oaeeU an 54 
Maritime Provinces .... +16.8 t1B ie + 3.3 +29.1 +11.9 
Quebec eecerevereeoeoeeeove08 -10.8 oe AF 0.6 ees) ee 4.9 
Ontario sepa De As Be = Lee +11.9 = er +21.6 + Bao 
Prairie Provinces cece - 1.6 +46.6 +26.1 +34.0 +1526 
British Columbia ccceece $51.6 Toole + 7S +30.0 +122 


Re se 


ae (Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
Pn 
General Boots Men'g 
Year and Month = Index. _—_—_sand Shoes , Candy (h) Clothing(c 
Ee ee ee ee ee ee en er ee ited oashiy? Meath) 


Mer 1029... «213726 143.1 it 


83.6 198.5 25657, «lL G0ee 196.6 192.7 
MSD scans s  7Te% B07 60.8 77.8 Ted, OT ve 66.4 81.9 
LISD sccanee «©9605. DRol 69.0 91.9 ose. Oeve Ten. Shee 
Wea II41. weccone 119.2 129.3 99.6 132.2 102.4 12402 105.0 130.6 
Mereh, 1942 ..e00n0 144.7 161.4 2 Wo5: a ae Wi fy fe T2737) 165.4 168.0. 209.8 
1942 , ; 
Pee paid Lo4eD L559 169.2 142.8 189,1 142.3 189.1 190.9 
Mivomeneccsecene LOdo4 . L491 167.3 144.0 146.6 144.0 GB) Fe Mea By 8 
JORG aseseenncn 154.5 150.9 77 et aes 112.4 149,4 154.0 146.9 
Mi eeadseheak 1O07e4. 15055 ALG? Use. Ese Looe 125.0. 349.0 
August sacoscone 147.5. 162.9 144.3 168.3 126.1 135.9 205. tia bse 
September ebooo 153.5 152.3 165.0: . L66.c¢ 130.8 143.5 15450. Lob. 4 
OCUOOET: «sacmoa. 174.5 , 152.0 175.2 160.9 165.6) L6SeL 197 4148.0 
Nevember oosoo. 164.8 161.7 157.0 16950 LSiet = 200e2 194.4 160.5 
December eeseoo 135.9 156.4 40) apt ss Ro LS) delo8 LTSc7 26509 160.8 
1943 
MeCUerVve eee oferns  LeSe7 5505 10337 153.4 135.2 ~160ce 107 e4. 168.2 
February ..o.03 130.9 168.5 5is2 Bal ay 165.0 178.7 ida os SR Ss ag 
MEER ecceckoec, LileS 16767 139.8 199.4 148 5¢ -1ad.8.° ©15956) 166.7 
OE NET SRT KEITEL NO APE IIT PII TR AR Tt proms SUDO TOE ESD DETTE 
Women’s ; : 
fear and’ Month. Clothing Mea sate sean to MEMES eke. 
Beeparehene Ban ie Bo es Serene eo eee eae 
Maren, 1929 22-0000 148.5 #158.,2 132.9 138.2 12630) 123.7 
Miarch, 1933 .o0c0000 69s7  BEs2 77.8 8209 870.2 84.5 
OS Ie bi a 8307 9508 86.0 91.7 eh LObse eet 
Wmerch, 1942 .osea000 11437 18507 WLP T2500 123.7 125.6 
Miierch, 1942 .siccooo 14922) (175.4 141.2 156.9 142.0 14765. 
1942 
i RE sce oe. soda 184.0. 155.1 145.1 ° 148.8 143.4 148.4 
| ME Va oteis leo ore sible 166.7 153.3 VAeee" JAC. 144.2 146.5 
MATTEL boos le é 6 b%o 6106 159.56 143.8 13396. Lé4ed 189.4 148.4 
Bt Pett blab o eb Sidbo 0 138.7 163.8 112.6 14595 142.1 144.9 
OOD re rs 156.3 214.0 126.9 154.5 148.6 149.4 
} September .coo000 170.0 180.1 154.9 152.7 148.0 147.2 
a OStOWER. cosedoo 206.2. LS7s1 181.9 152.9 163d RSS20 
| November oo ou ss BOSCoe. VR282 187.4 168.5 148.4 °° 154.7 
i December oo... 5.5 2B1GAL ¢ S87 241.6 146.6 213.0 168.7 
(1943 
| DEMMSry soc ccave L27 so nares LO Vee Ae 8 151.5 158.9 
B ) Pebruary ¢o00000 127.7 219.6 116.2 154.5 149.0 165.3 
| Re oe 156.9 190.9 145.5 164.4 160.1 163.1 
/(c) Includes men’s furnishings. 
(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 


Adjusted indexes of boot and shoe store sales appearing in this issue differ from 
hoge previously given for the period from 1939 onwards; <A new series of adjustment 
‘actors has been prepared and is based on the experience of a longer period than 


hat previously used. 


» =~ 6} 3 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales ~ (Average for 1935-1939 — 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


vob and Month Furniture PR AA Hardware 
pee eames nate onsale Manes Caan es oR latest | SN WOT at 1S RAAT: KP re: 
March, 1929 Doggoo 160.8 185.0 Louch 126.2 108;4 158.0 
March, 1955 socees 60.e 6602 89a —“W0se 5005 67.9 
March, 1939 scccoe 82.0 94,5 109.6 104.9 TecO  O¥en 
March, 19412 weaseo 113.9 132.7 134.7 126.9 97.5 ~ TAG27 
“Maren s 1042" asese Jil. LB227 153.3 154.9 122.0 170.9 
i942 
SR ae nee 129.0 119.1 VSte4 58614 149.0 146.1 
May 982920208000 164.6 Léec9 169.9 LG yee! 476.0 25640 
JUNE cecavecoecece Tove Loess 168e7 ~ Tver k 164.6 185.7 
JULY cocavoe0c 120.3 154.6 152.0 154.0 155.0 138.2 
August cessces 15852 Lb5s0 160:7 166.3 162.2 154.5 
September .coo 130.7 113.6 148.4 155.3 164.0 129.4 
October .sccoo 152.1 124.7 164.9 * 152.4 167.5 142.9 
November .ooog 120.6 116.7 148.8 157.1 147;9 150:8 
December sesso 143.4 121.3 178.5 164.0 162.4 146.1 
1943 
ai JENULry «scoso 91-5 La7s2 155;4 157.6 92.55 153.F 
February ..o006 94.8 121.4 149;7 163.0 98.5 180.0 
March sesescoo LO9.3 le7s4 16655 163.6 113.6 155.5 
Radio and ee . 
Year eidCwoney es Rib teieal: 5 pe nn 
ERO eC CME rte LRA: SAU eee AE De le Ls Soe OE Catered Ale 
March, 2929. i ¢s705 180.3 235.8 178.6 180.8 Siok t ( One 
March, 1983 . dvds 60.6 69.8 88.0 88.8 58.2 74.5 
March, 1939 2.000 , Sane 195827 94.9 95.7 BOcc. LOesy 
Matth, 1941... 5..0. 119.4 144.6 ELA - ELSES 121.0 150.9 
March, 1942 wcosce 126.7 155.5 140;0 143.6 348.2) 191.5 
1942 
Apr) ils o aetate 134;7 147.8 1455 142.2 169.2 188.4 
May> swowoevene 152.6 136.5 145.1 142.5 186.4 180.6 
JUNE elute v oj0.d oe 128.5 138.5 139.8 140.4 180.7 17627 
JULY Ges donde 121.3 152.6 144.9 13767 176.3 176.2 
August. Godscee 126.1 160.6 150.6 140.0 180;1 185.5 
September wooo 135.5 116.1 15030 145.0 176.6 188.5 
October ooocoe 144.4 112.4 156.6 151.8 204,5 185.0 
November seeso 131.0 106.93 150.4 161.1 199,0 204.0 
December sooo 160.1 113.8 160.6. 154.6 54656 178.1 
1943 
Janery .occoo 114.6 148.0 L5es8 W6es5 128,4 195.2 
February so500 10ls9 157.0 147.8 167.3 139.1 206.0 
Mareh woussogg 115.5 134.7 17307 °° 17562 153.2 198.4 
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--+++=-- Provinces. <nenenne-. JPpevinces: Columbigi ir + 
Peis Men's. Clothing Stores (¢) ced, Wane ee ay ae ee 
“March, 1939 vo ewale (Ove 67.0 Gone 69.5 (Ene | toee 
ae 120) wiovgoo, 9005 .~ 108.2 88.3 91.0 84,4 NSS 
Petcen, 194) 005555 1.05.0 O09 1004 110.6 90.6 B9ei—s 
Bremen, “1942.05 00 168.0 194.6 180.;9 169.39 138.0 142.5 \ 
1948 . ees 
~~ January eoOabe 107 .4 174.7 78 100.6 10638 LSeo psa te 
Pepeuery foe. LIT S188 61 96.6 107.2 115.5 126.2 etl 
| MArOR..cces ss + LS9.6 186.7 128.4 ~° 13768 135.6 147.3 he 
% Change, a 
March, 1943 ., -16.9 — 4,1 ~29.0 -18.9 el eg + 3.4 4 fe 
March, L942" 2% 
% ree: 
Jan.-March,1943 - 7.2 #200 -14,3 -12,55 +205 +1159 5 
Jan.~ March ,1942 
See __Homen’s Clothing Stores : lis Aa i ia 
Biiarch, 1939°...;,9 83.7 70.7 16.8 8827 92.2 101.4 
eG 1940 on50- L027 110.5 88.57 100.9 112.6 133.5 = 
Mere 1IAL boom; L147 123.0 105.9 £16.08 116.51 138.9 
Been 1942. Soo sc ys 14962 157.8 148.9 152-8 136.4 147.6 
1943 
BPSAIary wooceo’ 127.2 158.0 113.4 5452 109.1 144.6 
February ¢s50 Le7 o7 aL awae 116.34 12506 15607 149.4 
PALER ooocesnoo-, L569 195.5 143.8 159.07 147.2 178.06 
% Change, ; 
¥ March, 1943 . aa es +2309 - 8.4 + 455 eo +2150 
m. March, 1942... 
fh Change, 
Jan .—March,1945 +14.4 +186 + 9,0 +1208 18 #280 
Jan,—March,1342 
ee crocery and Meat Stores 
LSE Ee Se teh apeeaienme 1812s 10250 LALee 112.9 88.5 91.9 
O40 6 bso 124.5 L205 5 Bod O's 12456 11468 RAS iy? 
ME og un oO 134.7 129.06 Paral NESS 118,35 131.0 
MUG) anh 6 25 155.3 153.4 158.8 156.6 134.7 “146.1 
Jamary ...555 155.4 165.9 163.4 Boss 7 127.09 189.1 
Pepiiary Moot. L4oer . 7 lecee 1eise Uae 129.7 14252 
< March ®9090@3900 166.5 178.5 17960 163.5 144 7) 158.3 
% Change, 7 
ae March, 1943 eee BEG +16.4 f1268 + 4.5 + 6.5 + 8.4 
oo merch, 1942 2. . 
*& Change, 
Jan.-—Mar. »1943 + 5,9 + 9.3 +1250 + 1.9 Ale is rae) 
Jan. Mar, ,1942 
fneludes 7 men's “furnishings | : . ts 
ui: 4 Avs 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1925-1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year ere subject to final revision 
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Maritime Prairie British 


Year and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario ae Columbia 
_Departinnent Stores 


ante ame ee St 


March, 1950: Nsseeer fh R6c0 Blab 91.7 87.5 82.6 90.8 
March, 1946. v.00 95.4 82.8 101.8 93.9 93.0 101.4 
March 19417 ecsets Ulles 115.9 116.1 112.1 104.3 119.6 
March, C94er oN ee) lake 157.6 bya 144.8 125.3 138.5 
1943 | 
"is PRUETT Osc aee One 116.0 115.5 102.6 10358. Wepoilet 
February: .scee 196.2 123.2 120.2 ni he 108.9 127.8 
Manet Jiaesmes)) LAS aD abi (eyyt 146.7 143.6 13%.5 155.0 
% Change 
Marnie 1943... + 3.0 + 7.9 = 1666 ea: + 9.6 +11.9 


March, “942 an 

% Change, 
Jan.-March,1943 + 1.5 + 208 = 1.5 ane a tee + 8.9 
Jan.-liarch,1942 


EE PE TCA a A et St eo pg ee 


RS EE le AE LIL EAT TE Siete OCs aghast 


Variety Stores _ 


March, 1959s dice ~) 8000 77 ol So4 7904 768 84.0 
March, 1940 ...,.5. 108.6 L25el> * se ea 103.5 LLE.6 105.3 
Marctty PO¢pe we esut eked 156.0 teeer 117.5 116.2 105.6 
March, 1942 .0tevs.' “146.2 187.6 158.2 152.6 145.6 125.7 
1943 
JaNUary esceee 128.4 143.7 151.3 121.4 112.8 103.0 
February ecove 159.1 158.0 157.7 128.1 138.6 124.0 
March cesesses 153,2 BOE a 172.6 142.3 142.4 129.4 
% Change, 
March, 1943 .. + 3.4 ge + 9.1 t 1.9 =. Rae aa oP 


March, 1942 .. 

®@ Change, 
Jano—Mareh, 1943 + 3,4 - 1.6 +11.0 hr tet - 0.5 + 2.7 
Jan.-March,1942 


eae ne tr te ee ee a rel Bar soa PURE Pa 
St 
Drug Stores 
a ttt tetera entnet eee LU Stores _ 


SAE eh A el A Ea nell he Pr th att mee et et 


MaDons Lootian geese, LOBVE 101.2 113.8 105.0 100.6 99.5 
March, 1940 \.ccesee, 109,4 116.5 hows 108.2 1068 102.4 
Maren Toa en vcce TOSi9 138.3 126.0 124.9 115.3 116.8 
March, 1942 .esecce 142.0 161.6 145.6 139.7 139.5 135.2 
1943 

~ January fied ag thei S U7L.6 158.6 147.1 144.4 153.0 

February ..iex 14940 Likes 149.4 143.93 148.9 ‘159.6 

Marchids sass sic ~ 160,1 190.2 165.4 152.5 156.6 174.9 
% Change, 

March, 1943 .. +12.7 PLT +13.6 se oe? a 412.3 +29.,4 


March, 1942 . 

% Change, 
Jaz, March, 1943 +12.6 +15,8 +14.3 + 3,4 *i2.6 +25.5 
Jan. -March,1942 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 


2 ae 
St ee SS 


SS Sesbecitee Sse escent .~ 


Se ee re Ee 
ae ee ae 


March, 
1942 


SPS Sn 
= NE A we Ss hp aL 


Sete 2 ch was 
Aedes SS eet 


March, 
1943 


% Change, 
1943/1942 


2 ea a et —# he ee 
ap 


co%2202000000 26,072,748 26,618,165 + 21 


aWomen's dresses, coats and suite sodocccccoces 5,060,299 3,250,861 + 602 
2. Girls! Bee DUE! (WERT 00546 0b bby t05-0 cee ee 939,081 1,135,230. +20.9 
5, Hosiery bia BEOVOR | ties Subnav ws coe see Mino oo 1,084,145 1,088,350 + 0,4 
eer iaeand COrsats'ss..o0 68 00Gb bo0de bee de os 1,097,513 1,191,655 + 8.6 
MOM Or 8 db 62 ne bo bes UNOS bs Od ewode a cae 578 , 566 541,498 — 9.8 
6. Women's and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5) 69999404 7,007,594 + 6.8 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings 0.0.05 3,184,275 2,674,866 -16.0 
8. Drugsand toilet articles and preparations .».,,; 740,101 S025 (967 rae 
Bee SSCS O2OOdS hee soc os S068 bs ae 92292e09909590999000 15949,895 2,197,392 412.7 
MM Wal SS) cis hoo.1 5 ood onotesesoses s00000 , 874,298 943,624 + 7.9 
Beemer oodvand kindred producti#. sscccscgocsc0ese soso Ly 585,690 25 482,455) "+ 4o1 
le. Furniture (including mattresses and springs)>,. 1,587,656. 1,476,968 + 6.4 
Meer furnieningse ss. 0s hac Coe te eau co Mb. e Sere Le TL O59 P98 isi le er ie.y 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 5. 704,504 Delsi lS —25.e 
15, Hardware and kitchen utensilg .eooovosvcossx»00 Lyl91,442 1,154,341 - 3.1 
16. Badids, mugical instruments and supplieg ooo»0. 351,306 542,490 - 205 
17. Shoes and other footwear o55.000990000009200000 &y030,524 1,848,805 - 8.9 
18. Stationery, books and magazines coo.cccve 20000 S42,293 407,148 +18.9 
19. All other departments, total ..0c0.000020200000 26559445 257655395 + 4.1 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


et a ee 


JAN-MAR. , 1942 AND JAN.—MAR., 1943 


a ee ee 3S SSS 
Jan.—Mar. Jan.—Mar, % Change, 
1942 1943 1943/1942 
{ 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS.....ee+sse++0 66,914,854 66,881,023 -~- 0.5 
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits.....sse... 6,444,040 7,471,620 +15.9 
&. Girls! and-infanta! wear secscccccscsteseses f3051,900 &5 099,010 +1861 
el HOBLOIY, ONO CLOVES. cc o wos aisle ss aereane whdpeneee) Kg Oe bs 7 OG 2,707,649 + 0.6 
A. Wangerier and: COrgaha. .ssceveavublivicMae ses) Og bOhsg ooo 53159,999 - 0.5 
Da MIST INGTY ‘kus siss's dsc eco so > sen ea ales bee 643,850 652, 598 + 1.4 
6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5 14,968,919 16,570,876 +9.4 @ 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .. 7,019,836 6,464, 3539 - 7.9 
8 Primed toilet seenien and preparations . 2,179,156 Ry RROy0RO + 2.0 
Os FLECO ZO0dG) . cciels ss cca eesceeenvcccevs dene cal CgOeO, ODT 6,121,412 + O69 
LOS, QWGLUNET OS 44 cdcelvsessacyinsvendesceeaea as 50400770 R01 4,571 +18 
di. Food and kindred products secccsssecssccese 6,786,056 6,843,191 + 0.8 
lz. Furniture (including mattressee and springs) 4,314,991 5,701, 5e1 -14.2 
Sein UGS PAA aria tary 6 Gi Bik Giere el bh 40 Sete ele 4,528,058 4,898, 433 + 79 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 1,909, 156 1,380,198 —27 07 
15. Hardware and kitchen Utensils .cccsrcyeceee 2,877,766 25 545,924 -11.5 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .. 1,103,492 943,072 -14.5 
1%. Shoesand other footwear’ «ssi esas o> oPowe oo 4,566,111 4,501, 282 - 1.4 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ......eeces 1 URL el oe Leslie, ele +12.8 
19. All -other departments, total ss. so cts oe 7,017,705 7,160,472 + 2.0 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada April, 1943 
“(1985-1939 = TOO) : 


Retail sales in April averaged 11 per cent higher than in March and were 
up & per cent compared with Aprii, 1942 according to indexes of retail sales computed 
from returns received from a sample number of firms and giving representation to 12 
different types of retail trading. ‘The general index of retail sales unadjusted 
for seasonal movements and on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 187.4 for April, 
151.4 for March and at 154.9 for April, 1942. 


The 8 per cent gain over April last year was somewhat higher than the 
average increase recorded during the first quarter of the year, sales for the first 
four months of 1943 averaging 6 per cent higher than for the corresponding months 
of 1942. The 11 per cent increase in April over the immediately preceding month 
of March was somewhat less than the usual seasonal movement for thiae period of the 
year, having regard to the fact that Easter business was transacted entirely in 
April this year. The general index of retail sales adjusted for g#msonal movements 
and incorporating a correction for the shifting date of Easter stands at 163.1 for 
April compared with 167.7 for March and 168.6 for February. 


Sales for men’s specialty shops were unchanged in April of this year 
compared with last; radio and electrical shops reported a decline of 14 per cent, 
while hardware store sales were down by 5 per cent. All other lines of business 
for which separate details are available registered increases over April, 1942. 


Shoe store sales averaged 8 per cent higher in April of this year 
than last with gains on a regional basis ranging from 4 per cent in Ontario to 22 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces. Sales for the first four months of 1943 
averaged 9 per cent higher than fcr the corresponding period of 1942, 


Women's specialty shops transacted 17 per cent more business as 
Measured by dollar volume in April of this year than last, a result which may be 
attributed entirely to the concentration of Easter business in April of this year. 
On making allowances for normal seasonal movements for this trade and for the 
shifting date of Easter a considerable decline in the underlying trend of 
purchasing for women’s specialty shops is recorded, the seaspnally adjusted index 
for the trade standing at 167.0 for April compared with 190.7 for March and 219.6 
for February. All regions of the country shared in the increased dollar volume 
in April of this year over last, increases for the various regions with percent- 
age gains for the first four months of this year over last standing as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 21 per cent (£0 percent); Quebec, 8 per cent (9 per cent); 
Ontario, 13 per cent (135 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 41 per cent (25 per cent) 


| and British Columbia, 29 per cent (28 per cent). 
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Stores specializing in grocery or grocery and meat products averaged 10 
per cent higher in April of this year compared with last, while dollar sales for the 
first four months stand 7? per cent above the corresponding period a year ago. 
Regional increases in April, 1943 over 1942 with increases for the first four months 
of the year in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent (10 per cent); 
Quebec, 13 per cent (12 per cent); Ontario, 6 per cent (3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
10 per cent (5 per cent) and British Columbia, 10 per cent (6 per cent). 

Sales for department stores including the mail order business transacted — 
by departmental companies averaged 9 per cent higher in April of this year than last | 
and were up 4 per cent for the year to date, Increases in Ontario were below the | 
gain for the Dominion as a whole while the April increase stood highest in the 
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia. April increases by regions with figures for 
the first four months of this year in brackets are as, follows: Maritime Provinces, 

6 per cent (4 per Cent); Quebec, 10 per cent (2 per cent); Ontario, 4 per cent | 
(unchanged); Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (7 per cent) and British Columbia, 14 | 
per cent (10 per cent). 


Variety stores transacted 8 per cent more business in April of this year 
than last with sales for the year to date advancing 5 per cent. April increases 
ranged from 5 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and Ontario to 17 per cent in the : 
Prairie Provinces, while the increase for the first four months of the year was 
highest in Quebec at 11 per cent and lowest in the Maritime Provinces at 1 per cent. | 


Drug store sales stood 9 per cent higher in April of this year than last 
and were up 12 per cent for the year to date. A minor decline of 2 per cent between 
March and April was about in line with the usual seasonal movement for this time of | 
year, the seasonally adjusted index standing at 161.5 for April and 162.9 for March. 
All provinces shared in the increase over April, 1942, gains ranging from 6 per cent | 
in Ontario to 22 per cent in British Columbia being recorded. British Columbia also | 
stood highest in point of view of increased business for the year to date, an increase 
of 25 per cent being reported for this provinee compared with increases of 1l per 
cent for the Prairie Provinces, 9 per cent for Ontario, 15 per cent for Quebec and 
15 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, a 


Restaurant receipts ranged 22 per cent higher in April of this year than 
last while returns from a number of chain companies specializing in candy or candy 
and pastry products showed an increase of 4 percent. Furniture store sales aver- 
aged 3 percent higher in April of this year than last and were down 2 per cent. for 
the year to date. 


For £0 firms which reported sales by departments, dollar business in- 
creased 8 per cent above April a year ago. Sales of women's apparel were up by : 
15 per cent, men’s clothing departments were up 8 per cent, vhile footwear departments 
recorded a gain of 7 per cent over April, 1942. A gain of 35 per cent in sales for 
the stationery and book departments was outstanding. An increase of 17 per cent~ 
occurred in sales of smallwares. Piece goods departments reported sales 8 per cent 
above April last year, Food and drug departments both showed gains of 13 per cent. 
Sales of home furnishings continued to increase, sales in April being 17 per cent 
higher this year than last, Furniture sales were ona par with those recorded in 
the same month a year ago. Other durable goods departments reported declines, these 


ranging from 7 per cent in. sales of radios and musical instruments to 56 per cent 
in sales of household appliances, ; 
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‘month. Composite 


Regional Summary First quarter, 1943 


Regional indexes of sdles are computed for six of the individual lines 
of business reviewed in this monthiy bulletin. Indexes on a regional basis are 
also computed for country general stores and a special release is issued each ! 


indexes of sales based upon results for the seven trades for 
Which figures are available serve to give an indication of the general trend in 
retail purchasing in different-parts of the country. 


Composite indexes computed in the manner outlined above indicate that 
retail sales in British Columbia average 10 per cent higher in the first quarter 
of this year than last closely followed by a 9 per cent increase in the Maritime 
Provinces, The Prairie Provimes and Quebec both gained 8 per cent while Ontario 
sales were only 2 per cent higher than in the first quarter of last year. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 


corrections have been made for higher prices) 


LL LALA OLE OLE CCE OAC LE Et ene 
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April, 1943 Cumulative 
a + or - per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business a Re eT Tt Ree tert ac) Rep ter en eee oa a ee aeke at ee 
April, oy April, March, Jan.~Apr. ,1943 
1939 1942 1943 Jan.-Apr. ,1942 
ee oe ee | 
General, MGS Z sm <is:s obi weiss’ 0 +60.7 eee +106 + 5.6 
Boot and Shoe Stores ..cer.e.es +61.1 + 8.4 +321 + 9.0 
GY ST One Ae einvel orgacienen anereds ote +45 .1 + 3.8 45208 + 91 
Men's Clothing Stores ..seces +86.6 (a) +37.9 - 5.3 
Women's Clothing Stores...... +69.8 +16.9 +36,8 tla | 
Pepa rtient “Stores os. .silee cs +6208 + 8.5 + 8.3 3.5 
DHUR SUCVES oy csc ie aiars Seles e oe 402.8 + Oo] - 2ol ¥11..7 
FUrgitire Stores. soe chvecdes< +2920 + 2.6 +2024 ~ 22 
Grocery and Meat Stores ..606 +56.9 + 9.7 + 3.7 + 6.9 
HATawere. BUGrPedt "i, /es vies at cee ote +47.8 - 4,7 422635 - 5.1 
Radio and Electrical Stores . +25 ..3 ~14.4 + 5.5 -11.4 
BOGOR ONC te ecw nen mae 6 we ores +84 .8 +21.8 - 1.7 +22.0 | 
Variety Stores ..... sietetetelst arene +81.6 ESO a AS IENS: + 4.9 


* 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


“Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores 
. * Sales in - 
; Sales in April, 1943 
Region April, 194% Compared with 
Compared with Sales in 
Sales in ril, 1942 
April, 1948 Inc lud- Exc lud- 
; ing tax ing tax 
CANADA: 6 os sisia roe r + 8,4 +19.6 + 4.0 
Maritime Provinces ..... +1321 +26.9 +10.4 | 
Quebec ee oo°e7 C608 CKOKK0K0 0086 + 6,4 +16.2 + 0.3 
RRR IL: ta. s «ath aie aie wiateiovs + 5.9 +16.0 + 1.0 
Prairie’ Provinces si <... +22.0 +23.6 + 8.1 
British Columbia -...5 ses +18.8 +54.4 +166 ° 


(a) Unchanged. 


oo ae 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. aasted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Cerne 


} General Pad IN Boots amin fi Men's 
Year and Month Index and Shoes Candy (h) Clothing(c) 
ee UA B vie B A B A B 
PeridylI29 ces» 136.9 137.4 176.9 172.8 160.5 193.3 191.5 168.4 
PeTAIL0SS .eecee §=685,5 0 3=— 882.0 96.8 82.9 138.2 105.9 107.9 80.3 
Bett. LIG9 .ssece 104,2 105.4 114.2 88.7 135.3 ~99.8 TOMAS OB.2 
Bertie age) ..3.5. 185.6 185.1 148.5 -31%,3 171.5- 129.6 146.7 143.2 
Peas .ee'eee 15459 155.5 169.7  a4ey8 189.1 142.3 188.8 190.6 
1942 . 
Nes. ceeee 159.1 ° 249.0 167.4 144.0 - 146.6 144.0 160.3 .157.9 
TIM noacectes 15445. 151.1 1977.3 140.5 112.4 149.4 154.4, 14743 
eet tos oy LOPsS 00.4, > 941.5 - 159.6 We.) 195.37 123.6 149.5 
Mewes sbsoeee 147.5 162.4 144.5 168.3 126.1 135.9 151.5: 272.6 
September ..... 153.2 152.6 165.5. 1569 130.8 143.5 153.8 154.9 
POPORET UG. co's 174.2 ° 152.2 175.8 160.9 T65e6' 16322 197.5. 148.1 
November .....2 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 151.7 190.1 194.8 160.8 
December ....+. 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 Sebo Oa 263.8 160.7 
1943 
TARUETY “nec n'ese 128.8 155.6 103.7 133.4 135.2 180.2 107.4 138.2 
Petruary <...-. 130.9 168.6 131 ige-gaiey 165.0 “27827 TIs2 “16S ek 
BOs aes Led LES 139.3. 198.7 148.5 184.9 136.9 182.0 
Poe ek, Ov. 4: 186.2 184.0 143.7 196.3 147.1 188.8 177.8 


Women's 


Year and Month emer 0 LOL ERR os =: 


ihr he ah ee Ih 
Bl LOLS 1.00.00 150.6 141.0 136.3 141.9 116.7..120.4 
Brett. 1933... ce 97.8 80.4 87.2 88.9 82.6 84.4 
Herd, “1959. ..se. 126.3 100.6 97.1 102.0 102.8 106.1 
Pert, 194. 4.0... YIOA ISS58 $32.2 188.4 121.0 125.8 
Pride 1942 See. 183.5 152.7 145.1 148.8 143.4 148.4 
1942 
Ry es «= ESBS 1B2S9 142.2 | 140.2. 144.3 146.6 
ROO Ot see ove 158.7 143.3 139.6 134.1 139.4 148.3 
0 ee ee 137.9 162.8 112.6 145.5 142.3. 145.0 
PER ONCE L.'s cea ee 6/2 214.5 126.9 154.5 148.5 149.2 
September ..... | 169.1 173.1 154.9 152.7; 147.6 146.8 
October ....e0. 207.7 158.2 181.9 152.9. 162.9 152.9 
November ...eo6 184.3 172.7 187.4 168.5) 148.4 154.7 
December .se.ce 261.8 174.1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 
a anuary ew Bes YAIR W245 107.8 148.1 ° 151.5 158.9 
February ..scee 127.7, 219.6 116.2 154.5 149.0 165.3 
March ving sess 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.2 159.9 162.9 
Worth atk. iu. 314.5 167.0 157.5 153.1 156.5 161.5 


(c Includes men’s furnishings. 
(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 


gs eer te 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations; 
(Figures for the current year.are subject to final revision) 


: Groceries 
Year and Month Furniture and Meats Hardware 
wt: Agi Bi US oe A eee pan |) A a Bee. 
Apr lds 1929 266e6< 160.0 142.6 126.4 + 12562 141.9 133.8 
Avr ie 1. 93Suis. ack 71.7 66.4 84.0. 79.1. 25.5) Pane 
Aor PI Togo. 102.6 95.9 110,0° 108.7 96.6 98.7 
ApPiy TGS) 2 cae te 137.7 127.2 132.2 136.5 137.0 134.4 
Alita! 1 9AP ab cnele 129 0r' 17943 157.44 Lids 4 149.8 146.9 
1942 
Maia: elec cs 1SmO 126.8 169.9", 157.1 174.8 13530 
Pel? A ohR las oo 127.6 128.8 168.7 = 172.1 164.9 135.9 
TAY Sakis o's a 116.8 150.1 152.0 154.0 155.5 138.6 
Macicte Sesh coc s S79 134.5 160.7 166.3 , 161.5 153.8 
September ..ooe 188.5 113.5 148.4 153.3 163.8 13922 
October .scoces 146.6 120.1 164.9 152.4 166.6 142.1 
November eocooe 120.8” 116,9 46,6 T5724 146.9 149.8 
December .csoee Uthoo 150. Gis 178.4 164.0 162.0 145.8 | 
1943 | | | 
 QURRUARY aan see's Pia5r 1 B%sB 155.4 9 15706 93.5 155.8 | 
February oescce 94.8 121.4 149.7 163.0 99.1 181.4 
Mareu. da ko.ed4oc 110.0 128.2 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9 
WEP RE cas re one Shree Maal ha: oe ch me LISS O OUI aT? Lae ero 
Radio and : 
Year and Month Electrical Repbaupent s Yarieky | 
en ey Ve en CT Te, 
April. 0980 . ec. «cx 167.4 221.9 174.5 175.3 64.6 73.9 
April, @9S6 .a..c. 55.5 73.7 86.9 87.6 70.6 74.6 
AJ AU GAS as ges 92.8 106.0 93.3 94.0 100.9 106.6 
ROUGE. ce gsee 143.8 157.7 118;2°118.7 143.4 157.0 
April , 3.949 + vee 135.8 149.0 141.5 142.2 169.2 188.4 
i946 
MET (5, Suis Ga.cand 154.4 138.1 M53 4335 186.4 180.6 
JoneLSs, 1d, Bae 129.86 239.9 139.8 140.4 180.7 176.7 
sikh oe ee ee 119.8 150.6 144.9 137.7 176.3 176.2 
An eesti. we, Sas 125.5 159.9 150.6 140.0 180.1 185.5 
September ..ce. 122.5 / 195.6 150.0 145.0 176.6. 188.5 
October coscoos 143.3. 121.5 156.6 151.8 204.5 185.0 
November .oocoe 130.4 106.4 150.4 161.1 199.0 204.0 
; December .oase5 158.3 ° 112.5 160.6 154.6 346.6 178.1 
1943 
TANUALY .sccece 114.6. 148.0 153s 162%6 128.4. 195.2 
February .écoes 101.9 137.0 148.1 167.7 139.1. 206.0 
MATCH 4 <c'ecvces 110.2 128.5 175.4 176.9 153.5 198.8 
VOCE euemetarecn ean 116.5 I157.6 172.2" V6 183.2 198.9 
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g Unadjustes Indexes of Retail, Sales by Provinces = es oe for 1935-1939 = 100) 
ss z (Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Maritime i iia “Prairie British 
Quéebee .. Ontario 


Year and Month ~ CANADA 


—__PYrovimres Provinces Columbia 


SORE OE BSR OES 


____Men''s Clothing’ stores (¢) 


rer it. 1939 2 oh. 10182 97.8 TOIgw se: “OSes 10 
9 


4,2 94.0 
er 1940 |. o's % bo 101.5 116.8 104,38 101.3 4.6 91.1 
Ber O42 G4 0) o 146.7 184.0 150.0 153.2 Leas LO? ou 
Ber L042 o'o4'o'o 188,8 252.7 21O¥6-s. 1 BSey 164.4 156.2 
BEES 
Fi February .covse 1782. 158.2 966°! 107.3 115.5 126.2 
Maren 2 sulk o's 135.9 183.2 128.6 133.6 134.3 142.5 
ON 60.4 oath’ 8 188.8 pido 3 20Stae #  17SOCF 182.3 160:,3 
% Change, 
a 1 94S). oa 0 (a) ~ 0.6 -~ 2.3 plac +10.9 + 2.6 
APYIL, 1942-60. 
% Change, 
Jan.~April.,1943. = 5e3 + lol = 9.9 - 9.8 + 9.4 + 3.1 
Jan.-April ,1942 


Women’ s Clothing Stores _ Pan! 


mecemrcaectin ose: 


April, 1939 .o.s00 126.8 1isa3 12562 1258 4% 132.5 1SOL ay 
Bapril.,Y1L940°. bus 129.4 15005 LEORZ 1325.5 1Laeye: 0 £18852 
eri 1947 5 ce ee 170.1 195.3 cee 176;0 12725 156.5 
pride, 1942.) 06 183.5 201.4 196.3 186.0 150.8 17740 
1943 7 | 

February ooooos 12707 150.3 116.4 12562092 13627 149.4 
_.o he Ot gs asa anes 156.8 195.5 146.0 159.1 144.7 177.8 
é Ba Pe oe 214.5 244.6 Plena 211.0 212.6 228.2 
% Change, | eo bes 
Apri, 1945 ..6 +16.9 421.4 + 8.2 +13.4 +41.0 +289 
ma April, 1942... : 
 % Change, ten of 
Jan.-April, 1943 +156] +19.5 +b O51 +1269 - +2502 +2852. 


Jan.-April ,i94e 


oO ere RE 


Grocery and Meat Stores + 

Bprit, 1939 ....+ . 11040 103.8 119.0 LiF. OB.de4 4 94.1 
BPI 1040.0. ce 116.2 Livpaeet. . 1z0ke 117.0 107.5 117.2 
| Bpral, L941)". ..000 132 02 124.3 Meera, 135.8 Ios 131.8 
Merrit, 1942 ..500 157.4 156.6 165.6 15934 138.6 148.2 
B 1943. ; : . 

PObruary ws seo 149.7 162.2 16238 146.0 LBS EP uns 142.2 

MARCH 4 64 ve ove'o's 166.4 178.5 179.1 163.6 143.5° 158.4 

\ 9). 2 5 yg a a WAS 770 187.8. 169.0 152.1 162.7 . 

% Change, 

April, OMS Eten + 9,7 +15 .0 +13.4 + 6.0 + 957 + 9.8 
a April, 1945 oo ae . | : 
_ % Change . 

Delp bins 1943 + 6.9 £10.35 +12 4 sa Bh 3 O-- ‘ vole 4,8 + 5.9 


Jan.-April, 1942 
Includes men’s furnishings. 


= 84 — 
usted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision yy 


Unad j 


Maritime 


CANADA Province 


Prairie British ~ 
Year and Month F sia 


rovinces. Columbi 


Department Stores . us 4 


Que bec Ont ario 


éerl).,. 1959: sates 97.1 88.6 108.1 97.4 94.6 99.5 
ADTIi2, 29sec 1O5¢e 102.3 LVSeo LOTS 99.6 103.5 
Appiie VIA Pe es 132.2 144.2 143. 0 137.3 ‘121.4 121.7 
POETS 1 9GR a eae 145.1 169.5 they See 145.0 133.5 143.8 
1943 : 
Pevuruar y. suka LLGse 123 .2 120.2 LL 108.9 127.5 
March sh. f46s6 145.4 170.3 147.4 143.7 Lae a 153.5 
BOTT”. oes eee 1IST760 180.4 174.2 15ive 149.5 163.7 
% Change, 
Aprily 1943 ... + 8,5 + 6.4 +10.4 + 4.3 +12.0 +13.8 
ADT, tiGAS «4 | 2 
% Change, 
Jans=April ,1943 + 3.5 + 3.9 + 2¢1 = Ove seh Jee 4 + 9.9 


Jan.-April,1942 


Variety Stores 
en tran parser apastneshsssvee-waisennpre-snseoanonvsiscensvahp-ptcemena ee 


April, 1939 ...se.« 100.9 100.5 104,6 99.3 100.5 99,0 
rs oo Ae Rs 104.2 vas 109.2 100.3 102.9 97.9 
AprltacVOAl «8 ./oe 143.4 184.1 149.2 137.6 140.0 117.3 
ApYid, 1948-44. 169.2 211.6 164, 7 . 160.4 162.1 134.1 
1942 
February vecece 139y1 158.0 15%.7 128.1 138.6 124.0 
Merely ixs.i068< 153.5 192.5 172.8 142.5 142.4 129.4 
BPUTAL 2 o5 ac Bee 183.2 222.7 204.7 168.7 189.4 145.5 
% Change, 
April, 1943 ... + 8.3 + Sees ide.) 1 OES + 5,2 +16.8 + 8.5 
April, 1948 4. : 
% Change, <8 
Jan.-April ,1943 + 4.9 + 0.6 +11.0 + 2.5 + 4.5 +, 30 


Jan.-April ,194e : } 

tn i 
Drug Stores 

ok. the ee a ae 


Areii, 1939 .,.<.. 102.8 101.0 102.3 99.3 115.7 97.7 
Reet, 1940"... 5; 103.9 106.7 107.9 102.0 103.5 104.1 
Apes 196) eee Y2i50 141.1 119.7 120.7 119.8 115.6 
9 ae ch) eee 143.4 173.4 140.7 133.2 148.9 136.2 
February .cecccco 149.0 W345 149.4 143.9 148.9 159.6 
MOTO ios cco 159.9 189,1 165.0 152.5 156.5 174.0 
oy a eee 156.5 196.8 155.0 147.7 161.3 166.6 
% Change, 
Apri) , 1943: 5% + 9.1 +13.5 #10.2 + 6.1 + 8.3 +22.35 
April, 1942 .., 
% Change, 
Jan.-April,1943 +11.7 415.0 +13.2 + 8.6 +11.4 +24,5 


Jan,.-April ,1942 


eo EN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


April 
1943 


% Change, 
1943/1942 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .sccvesesuceeevs 20; 810,947 29,071, 406 


Women's dresses, coats and BUitS wesscoecrcceoe 
Pte and 1nFaAnts! WAY .. cesses egeees ses ao 
Hosiery and gloves 


eo9@GCeeoevoeeeogoe saeneeevwnhoeveso od 


Lingerie and corsets .... 


oO CHR ECKHTOOHOHGHSHROE HHS 


Millinery wie)e WS 01d. e's 0 6 600 bo, 0 ee Se 0 tr ocS ee emiate alolons 


Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . 
Men's and boyst clothing and furnishings ..oos 
Drug and toilet articles and preparations .... 
Pisce PIOUS Ws alse vlna on oe, Srerrrrr Scere eee eee 
SHMALIWATOS chic cc eco ces cree nes vacwbcevea pies yas 
Food and. kindred products . cose oes ecceverssoce 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 


Home furnishings eooo0eo 49 SHS GCHAFFHFHKHAOGHEHRGC HKG HEH ORD 


Household appliances and electrical supplies ..« 


Hardware and kitchen utensils ..crccseeceecsce 
Radios, musical instruments and SupplieS ...6.. 
Shoes and other PTOOTWEAT cccccceccecvcacesccses 
Stationery, books and magaziNneS .sccrescosseee 


All other departments, total veverecvesccvcscs 


+ 8.4 

3,375,868 3,782,558 +12.0 
1,057,837 1,333,205 +26.0 
1,191,567 1,418,827 +19.1 
1,052 ,992 1,118,774 + 6.2 
481,164 593,873 423.4 


2159468 8,247 257 +152 


8,171,718 3,422,458 + 7.9 
667,003 753,231  +12.9 
1,661,089 1,788,607 + 7.7 
813,703 951,869 +17.0 
2,261,165 2,559,403 +13.2 
1,445,047 1,445,349 (a) 
1,906,290 2,225,502 +16.7 
799,351 509,101  -36.3 
1,454,277 1,268,451 -11.6 
289,084 270,293 - 6.5 
2,086,737 2,228,893 + 6.8 
291,004 $91,771  +34.6 
2,825,053 3,009,461 + 6.5 


ec he CO a RS RT SE TR TE TE IE OE GME TES BG TET EERE 


(a) Change of less than 0.1 per cent. 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, May, 1943 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Retail sales in Canada averaged 2 per cent higher in May of this year than 
last and were down 3 per cent in dollar volume from April according to monthly index 
numbers based upon returns received from a sample number of firms representing 12 
different retail trades. The composite index of retail sales for the 12 lines of 
business unadjusted for seasonal movements and on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 
162.8 for May, 167.5 for April and 159.1 for May, 1942, 


The 2 per cent increase over May, 1942 was lower than the increases record- 


ed for immediately preceding months, gains for earlier months of this year compared 
with last standing at 8 per cent for April, 5 per cent for March and 9 per cent for 
February. Sales for January, 1943 were on a par with January, 1942 while the average 
gain for the first five months of this year compared with last stands at 5 per cent, 


~The smaller increase in May may be attributed in some measure to the drawing off of 


a certain proportion of consumer purchasing power for the financing of the war 
through the Fourth. Victory Loan, whose objective of $1,100,000,000 was over-sub- 
scribed in the month under review. On making allowances for number of business days 
and normal seasonal movements, the seasonally adjusted index of sales declined from 
163.2 in April to 154.5 for May, the lowest point recorded since October, 1942. 


Seven of the 12 individual lines of business for which figures are avail- 
able recorded increases in May of this year over last, while 5 trades reported 


decreases. Restaurants recorded the largest increase with a gain of 17 per cent 


followed by gains of 10 per cent for drug stores, 8 per cent for women's clothing 


stores, 5 per cent for shoe stores, 5 per cent for grocery and meat stores, 3 per 
Cent for candy shops and 2 per cent for men's clothing stores. Department store 


Sales were down 2 per cent below May, 1942; hardware store sales declined 5 per 
cent; furniture store sales reported a decline of 6 per cent, while stores special- 
izing in radio and electrical appliances reported a decline of 22 percent. Variety 
store sales were practically unchanged from May last year, a minor decline of 1 per 


cent being reported. 


Sales of retail jewellery stores were 4 per cent higher in May of this 
year than last when the 25 per cent sales tax introduced in June, 1942 is included 


in the calculations. Comparison of sales excluding the tax reveals a decline of 10 


per cent below May, 1942. 


Figures on a regional basis, available for six lines of trade, reveal the 


following results: 


Men's clothing store sales averaged 2 per cent higher in May of this year 
than last while a 4 per cent decline is recorded in sales for the year to date. Per- 


centage changes between May of this year and last for five economic divisions of the 


63 - 
Oo -_ 


- 22 
country, with percentage declines for the first five months of this year compared with 
last in brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, + 5 per cent (+2 per cent); 
Quebec, =-2 per cent (-9 per cent); Ontario, unchanged (-8 per cent); Prairie Provinces 
+14 per cent (+11 per cent) and British Columbia, -2 per cent (+6 per cent). 


In the women's specialty store field, all provinces recorded gains both in 
the comparison for May and in the comparison for the first five months’ of the year. 
Sales for the country as a whole averaged 8 per cent higher in May of this year than 
last and were up 14 per cent for the year to date. Regional increases for May with 
gains for the first five months in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 9 per 
cent (17 per cent); Quebec, 5 per cent (8 per cent); Ontario, 9 per cent (12 per cent) 
Prairie Provinces, 13 per cent (22 per cent) and British Columbia, 9 per cent (23 per 
cent). 


Sales of grocery and meat stores averaged 5 per cent higher in May of this 
year than last and were up by 6 per cent forthe first five months of the year. 
Regional increases for May with gains for the year to date in brackets are as follows: 
Maritime Provinces, 8 per cent (10 per cent); Quebec, 7 per cent (11 per cent ); 
Ontario, 2 per cent (3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 5 per cent (5 per cent) and 
British Columbia, 8 per cent (6 per cent). 


Department store sales including the mail order business transacted by 
department stores averaged 2 per. cent lower in May, 1943 than in May a year ago and 
were up by < per cent for the first five months of this year compared with last. 
Ontario sales were down by 8 per cent for the month of May and were down 2 per cent 
for the first five months of the year, Department store sales in the Maritime Prov- 
inces were 2 per cent lower in May of this year than last but were up by 3 per cent 
in the cumulative totals for the first five months. All other regions recorded minor 
in¢reases both for the month of May and also for the five=month period. May increases 
with gains for the year to date in brackets are as follows: Quebec, 3 per cent (2 per. 
cent); Prairfe Provinces, 3 per cent (7 -per cent) and British Columbia, 2 per cent 
(8 per cent). 


In the variety store trade, a slight decline of l per cent between May of 
this year and last compares with an average gain of 3 per cent for the year to date, 
In comparison with the Dominion averages percentage changes for the various regions 
of the country betwegn,May of this year and last with percentage changes for the year 
to date in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, -21 per cent (-5 per cent); 
quebec, +35 per cent (+9 per cent); Ontario, unchanged (+2 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
+6 per cent (+5 per cent) and British Columbia, -2 per cent (+2 per cent). 


Gains in drug store sales were recorded in all sections of the country both 
in the comparison between May of this year and last and also in the comparison for 
the first five months of the year. British Columbia led in point of view of increased 
business with gains of 18 per cent in the May comparison and 23 per cent for the year 
to date. May increases for the other regions of the country, with gains for the year 
to date in brackets, are as follows: Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (12 per cent); 
Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent (14 per gent); Quebec, 9 per cent (13 per eent) and 
Ontario, 8 per cent (9 per cent), 


, 

Sales of 21 firms which reported sales by departments were down 4 per cent 
in May this year compared with May a year ago. Household appliances, radio and 
music and also hardware departments reported sales substantially lower than in May 
of last year, declines amounting to 38, 26 and 14 per cent respectively. The only 
notable increase was that recorded for stationery and book departments where sales 
were up 12 per cent from May, 1942. Minor increases or decreases occurred in all 
other departments. Sales of women's clothing were almost unchanged, men’s clothing 
departments sold 3 per cent less merchandise and footwear sales were 7 per cent 
below May last year. Drug sales increased 6 per cent, food sales were up fraction- 


ally, while furniture and home furnishings reported sales lower by 7 and 5 per cent 
respectively. 


er 
Revised Candy Indexes 
SR A SS SRE SRE PE 


A number of revisions have recently been made to the index numbersof 

. candy store sales which forn a feature of this report. This index was up until 

a recently based upon returns from seven retail organizations, chiefly retail chains 

inthe candy store field. Corrections were made to allow for changes in the number 
=, 0f stores operated so that the indexes reflected the trend in sales for a constant 

“number of stores. i 


Faquiries recently made indicate that three of the seven companies were 
reporting sales of commodities which should not properly be included in the con-. 
Hi struction of a candy index. Two of these firms have been dropped from the list of 
- contributing firms and separate figures for candy sales only have been obtained for 
; the third. 


A revised series of index numbers has been computed using the revised 
data. In constructing these indexes no revisions have been made for Changes in the 
number of stores operated. The indexes are based on the total monthly sales 
reported, the base used in the calculations being the average monthly sales over 
the period 1935 to 1939. 


Monthly Indexes of Candy Store Sales in Canada 


(Average, 1935 = 1939 = 100) 


ted 1935 g9ooao 93,8 1938 7OO080 162 6 194] o00eq 149.1 
Be aes bis eim es ak LOD. Sivoucngreie Ola . 1942 00047060 
dol cease LO4,8 SO eee Loa 


i SSiGlG PtGLiia, “otha etl wnt ies 


Indexes Indexes : Indexes 
ao Gorrected pee Corrected eo Corrected 
for for zon 
ind ve Honthly Seasonal oes Sedsonail Panes measone t 
: Sear eevarinpions. 1. a Verlatione 0. fee eae ee 
- 1940 1941 pine 
ee famary, .... 71.4 102.9 87.5 124.4 122.3 165.7 
Meiebrucry ... 104.4 99.7 139.3 137.2 183.4 180.7 
Mi'Warch ...... ° 180.1 128.8 Loe. 7 132.8 137 87.1 
Me dpril +5... 78,8 Tote 200.5 146.0 - 215.2 156.1 
BMOMAY os.\0 o%o 06 115.9 122.6 141.8 142.6 161.8: 167.6 
eee 8451 12553 88.4 138.9 11633 a7 662 
AUN re Boo 0. « 83.6 124.1 ee spo ee sieig 
August oo... meu 130.2 138.7 165.0 131.6 157.7 
September .. 100.2 130.6 126.1 159.4 133.3 167.8 
October .... Li4esS 125.9 14555 15625 174.4 181.3 
November ... 109.7 i2iTe 140.6 161.0 15772 190.2 


December ... 28143 12568 376.7 162.0 395.2 170.0 


wv ee 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 


corrections have been made for higher prices) 


LASALLE AL AEE LALA LOA ALO AA LLL TT 


May, 1943 Cumulative 
| eee +.0or,- per cent campared with Indexes 
‘ . LLL NCL LLL LALA ALL ALLDATA ALL OCALA AOAC tent neha tC tat eee 
mega aie) May , May, April, Jan.-May, 1943 
1939 1942 1943 Jan.-May, 1942 
aceite tatiana emeiditepeanet etal tenant etait ieee papicinsemensisialssoapiepgees shstgesinten cor daespupgnsenasscll 
PGRODOA THRO i spins een miaiatib | OPO Lae + 2.3 ~- 2.8 + 4.9 
Boot and Shoe Stores ...e.... +5627 + Sse ~ 5.4 + &.4 
Bandy Stores 446 scabs daeaieed HAHBOKO + 3.2 -14.5 - 0.3 
Men's Clothing Stores .....e. +71.7 ely -12.8 - 4.0 
Women's Clothing Stores ..... +72.8 * 8.5 -16.0 +13.5 
Department Stores ....c..cceee +3765 -~ 2.0 coe + 2.4 
DUE SSRONSE + one a cote.oceinid siaceth ecatele, Lae eae +10.3 + 1.4 +11.5 
Furniture Stores is escecaccee WET? a eh +10.9 - 3.1 
Grocery and Meat Stores ..... +62.4 + 4.8 +S. + 6.4 
HAYOWaTS BECPOS “Sc ce peemceae PLLLS ~ 5.0 +15.1 - 4.9 
Radio and Electrical Stores . - 2.0 -22.3 + 4,4 ~-14.2 
ROSGBULANUG: sc. « «came vee ~OCL 7 +16.8 - 0.9 +20.7 
VESSOLY GLOPSE. peacvicasccerce MILOL ae A + 0.8 + 3.4 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
. 


a 


Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores 
Sales in Sales in 
May, 1943 May, 1945 
Region Compared with Compared with 
Salen in Sales in 
May, 1942 
May, 1942 Includ- Exc lud- ¥ 
ing tax ing tax : 
MAMAN) sald 2 Sie calgie oie + 5.2 +. 4,3 - 9,9 
Maritime Provinces .... +17.9 24.7 + Fed 
NO TSO) . water ahclae sh o-aSine ity Re + 6.5 - 0.4 ~14.8 
CRUE hdl ital he aiescin otto + 4 » O77 -13.6 
Prairie Provinces ..... + 8.1 419.5 + 3.0 
British Columbia ...... + 6.6 + 3.3 - 9.3 


5 


SE TEE, DOPE RTRL eb 


™ 


2S 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
Ae Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
— (Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


i Sie Ge 725° aang 144.5 135.4 LIBSS. “L7Ss5 (g) (g) L7656 loGeS 
LION <0 00 Boge ieitaes a LUGee 88.8 (g) (g) 89.28 7761 
ER GIO ere 6 o0 6 TOE Bouse 112.4 100.1 (g) (g) 95.0° - 98,6 
Mays LOS os cee 142.9 134.5 143.6 126.9. 141.8 142.6 135.4 137.0 
Maye, 1Ise cco ene 159.1 149.0 167.4 144.0 161.8 167.6 160.5 157.9 
1942 
JUHO. eic.019 0 60 6 154.5 151.1 LTT eo “TAOS LS sa” LUG ye 154.4 147.3 
MULT,” cud 0 0.9 6 137.5 150.4 Lal “INGSG 2 nLloes sL6be9 123.6 149.5 
PU S U.6,0'6 0.0 9 147.5 162.4 tA4e00 168255 131/76 157.7 TSLG Le. G 
september ... 196.2 1526 Lopes) JUGs% a. glass, BLO. o 153.8 154.9 
USUOUEI iss cee 174.2 152.2 175s8 lG0.9 74,4 -° 18S 197.5 148.1 
November .... 164.8 161.6 137%. 169,0— 15732 190.2 194.8 160.8 
December ec 215.4 156.4 406.5 15140 595.2 170.0 263.8 160.7 
1943 
JANUATY- 0.0606 126..9...15568 105.7 1535.4. .138.0 191.9 107.4 138.2 
February 2... 1651.0. 168.5 tO oe Peis TI Ono sf) ce kek Added oh Ste. 
MEPCH icc 6 006 151.4 167,8 LOG.S LIE, ease Ales 156.9 1&2.0 
AURAL Nera sane 0 167.5 163.2 186.1 145.3, 195.4. 41.1 18730. LD 2Ge de 
MEY vo 6.056000 162.8 154.5 24O6e1 (TO00S) GL66.9 EL7a.5 165.1 [6007 


EEE ns 


Women's 
Year and Month Clothing Pep at vias ene . 
ah A B A B A B 
“ig ee? 159.7 145.1 140.5 135.7 120.6. 122.9 
MAG E1935. oes cds 94.5 86.9 91.6 88.8 82.0 84.4 
May) 1939. ..cécc 104.2 100.4 101.4 98.4 102.7 105.7 
Me L941 |g occ 141.1 133.3 134.3 129.2 126.5. 12604 
May , 1942. 0. oc oo. 166.507 155.9, © 2 14eye Ace 144.3 146.6 
1942 
PO i Aanae 158.7 143.3 139.6 134.1 139.4 148.3 
Bate ee ati » 137.9 162.8 112.6 145.5 142.3 145.0 
Aaeust: vss 3 156.7 214.5 126.9 154.5 148.5 149.2 
September ... 169.1 179.1 154.9 glues 2 147.6 146.8 
October seocs 207.7 158.2 181.9 152.9 162.9 152.9 
November .... 184.3 172.7 187.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
December ..c- 261.0,.1 24k 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 
1943 
MoT aMIATY .. oases 127.2. 174.5 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9 
February .eoe Np pasar ne 13602 ° 152.5 149.0 165.3 
March ..occce 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 159.9 162.9 
et tes sos ¢ 214.5 167.0 - 157.8 153.4 156.9 161.9 
en ae 180#hy 16904; ~. . 159.4, 4239.9 1591..162.8 


(c) Includes men's furnishings. ; 


(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 
:(g) Not available. 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Groceries 


Year ahd Month Furniture E iduMoaks 4 Hardware 
A B B A B 
MAY, L229 so saes ‘174.4 143.8 oper i ctate t 149.6 107.9 
MSV 5) DOO. se aaa s 84.6 66.4 90.6 = ae 99.7 Tibaah 
May... “EIGO 2 « caco TAvea 99.9 109.7) 108.7 LS6e9. Oty 
MAY 5, LOA) is cone Tiled Ldoeo 146.8 T4ic4 169.4 ° 1285,9 
May, 1942 cccace TOPe “tab. 6 wOoeo “tore ko L746 135.6 
1942 
") ORME Seen tee TA aio) thee se Gee. Saket o 164.9 135.9 
PLY, oie ate: Koktisce Leach er) 6ct fore otoa.0 ips.o 166,68 
BUGUAU Se Gc.c0 LOU ee (oe oo LOOey UL6620 BER Ns NS hh FP 
September ... ieee Line 14854 153.3 165.8 139¢2 
GOGONGT cs 'eee 146.6 120.1 Loas9) 152.4 166.6 14e07 
November .... IZ0.8 26.9 eS gc ae eae 146.9 149.8 
December 2c. Leo OO L7So.2 — 264.0 162;0° 145.6 
1943 
January oF te als Es Ra al yg 190,4 157.6 95.0  Lovec 
February sco. SS ea ah Di 149.7 <163.0 99,1 °° TeLS4 
bE bls Rea heOus wieoee 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9 
SUA. edoiits aig BOO eS le pe Meio d wal (ao 144.2 141.4 
MAY. dis acu oS 147.4 117.6 def Oa le 2 LOB, 4 16650. Lebee. 


Year and Month Electrical ~ Restaurants hoarse 
' . A B A cok | aah Nast © 
May 4h eeo" sce ses LES CO? eer. G LSeeo 184.5 89.4 86.2 
Hay 1955 toe eae 62.8 Tete 88.7 i aa Toast 70.4 
May, 1939 2.2.0. 12662 20565 LOU. 5 98,7 BES hg lll 8 yf Mea 
May, “Jeet e ene £66,4° 2435, EAS Pee kip «| 159.8 159.7 
MAY, Lote aeowie 154.4 138.1 145.1" 142.5 185.4 180.6 
L942 
JUNO. ise eae 129.8° 139.9 13958" 140.4 LEU Ey FETE. 7 
WULY -Some.ovee 5 149.8 9 Ta0 "6 14459 ) 137.7 LitGyaor aes 
BURUSC soa 5 ae 125.5 159.9 150.6 140.0 180.7 °°188.5 
September ... ipeeo ato. € 150.0 145.0 176.6 188.5 
Octoher sr... 143.3 111.5 BOOS «LU oe 204.5 185.0 
November .... 130.4 106.4 150.4 16%1 199.0 204.0 
December .... Ipeuo 11S ,.5 160.6 154.6 546.6 178.1 
1943 
January coooe 114.6 148.0 i30>.. Loe.6 128.4 195.2 
February cece 101.9" 337.6 240.1 ‘(167.7 139.1 206.0 
Maren" ¢33e..8 119.8" 128.5 175.4° 17659 153.5 198.8 
ADE 22325 3 114.8" "325.9 L7T.G* 17626 182.9 ° 198.6 
MAY scevvdccs 119.9 "207.3 169.5 168.0 184.3 179.3 


~« 


a eee 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
i Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) - 


Maritime iy v- . Prairie 
Quebec Ontario 


British 
Provinces Columbia 


iss POV LROOS oho amen ee E 
| Men's Clothing stores!°) | 
| ra ee C121 1108: OY a 


May, 1939 .occos 95.0 98.9 107.5 8930 89.0 97.0 
Ney;~1940:....68 107.8 130.0 120.4 100.8 99.9 401.2 
Mays 194)... fs 13534 174.8 143.0 13350 122.8 110.2 
Bayern 942. 5... 88s 160.3 220.4 179.6 146.6 144.9 147.6 
1943 
OMe sys s cea 136.9 18332 128.6 133.6 13443 142.5 
Berd 2 .52u0sd 18730 229.6 201.8 178.1 183.0 160.4 
MEPL sb ccceewey 163%2 232 2 176.8 147.1 165.5: 145.2 
% Change, 
May, 1943 ..0. + 1.7 + 564 - 1,6 + 0.3 414.2 Fo LO 
May, 1942 .... 
% Change, 


Jan.-May, 1943 = 4.0 + 149 - 8.5 - 8.0 - +10.6 + 539 
Jan.-May, 1942 


Women's Clothing Stores 
hMGinin ill. ee 


May , 1939 ee 0 eo Coc Og 104.2 ee LIS I) G7 ed: 99.9 ealaayats: 


Mare 940) 66's 50a Bi ob 16354. 125.0 108.5 115.0 128.5 
Sy dep i? i rea 141.1 LOZ ae 146.0 13639 129.9 145.7 
Beet Tae 48-60 a6 6 166.35 Bloat Ll ieagiG 157.9.-: 148.3 182.9 
1943 
MCL Wes cea s.g 5a 156.8 Hid? arn) 146.0 1O9e1 144.7 © 177.8 
tel ehig L S  ree 214.5 246.93 212.6 211.6 PLOSOL A. UD eoare Tt 
olen p eagle Seale ae 180.1 259 «1. 186.3 Lied 168.2 — £001 
% Change, , 
May, 1943 .... +°6.5 + 8,8 + 505 + O50 +13.4 | + 9.4 
Bey, 1942 s,s 
% Change, 
Jan.-May, 1943 +13.,5 +16.9 + 8.2 +12.0 +22.0 | +2004 


Jan.-May, 1942 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


Bey 1959 occ koe 109.7 107.7 113.0 110.4 104.7 103.6 
BaGh0940, ceases) 1ess90%! 21997 124.0 12258. 188,2 126.8 
yeh94) .... bss 146.8. 141.0 144.1 150.6 144.4 146.4 
M495 91942 . 0.6003 169.9" 173.8 17213 L7G gad 162.4 
ae ee 166.4 178.5 179.1 163.6 14355 158.4 

BPE east» het 172ge Mel a7 7h 187,8°° 16952. 1BSsB° es SP6EIy 

MEG ier. ead 178.1 °* 187.4 185.0 173.5 1728 175.3 


% Change, 


MAY, 1945 50.0 + 4,8 + 7,8 + 7.4 + 1.8 + 5.3 + 7.9 
d May, 1942 
% Change, 

Jan. -May , 1945 + 6.4 +948 dD ay SS a 2 ek es + 6.4 


Jan,~-May, 1942 
3 {¢) Includes men's furnishings. 


«8 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 
SAME SARE EE SITET BE A I IS FS LS ST NE EE I I EEE ESS 


Maritime Prairie British 


Year and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia 
May tBIS9: ase Set 101.4 108.4 L13e2 LOL 95.6 96.8 
May, (1940 <escses Lee 12540 Leee'7 11363 10345 106.9 
May wl 941) sarivted 134.3 15539 143.1 138.2 122-4 126.6 
Bay 40945. ..snwas 142.2 17367 LOG i. 142.3 126.2, 144.7 
1943 : 

MERCH se acleicds & 145.4 L70s5 147.4 143.7 LoVed 153.5 
BDSEL vse ehlist bboy ay =, 180.7 174.3 1Sls2 152.6 16hs2 
MAY ss seseeWed 139.4 169.8 L6le2 130.3 Lose ue 147.6 
% Change, . ; 
May, 1943 «ees -~ 2.0 - 2.2 + 3.3 - 8.4 + 3.1 + 2.0 
May, 1942 ..e. 
% Change, 
Jan.-May, 1943 + 264 + 2.5 + 2.4 =~ 242 + 6.6 + 7.8 


Jan.-May, 1942 


eT ee Lea ee eee ae eee eae etki 
Variety Stores 
— se 


MAY ou eOu! 0% cleaes 106.9 Mikaats! 119.4 99.9 LORE LOLs L 
MET Rt GEO! 46 Stas 124.8 144.7 139.9 116.4 123.3 LUD eG 
bE dee AS 716 Dg a 159.8 200.5 LO Let 151.4 144.9 vee Grae 
Mav UO AL Se cre ate ere 186.4 BOOS PISA: WSO 170.0 140.3 
1943 
Mii sp cbtete sy L5SeS JES ARS) Wyre ste! 142.5 142.4 129.4 
dd: se aletete ptets 182.9 2h104 205.8 167.8 Lee ok: 145.5 
TAN Dx bo wlee eile oe 184.3 LeEGea 2O066 ae ©) 180.0 137.6 @ 
% Change, 
May, 1943 .... ~ lel -21.2 + 2.9 - 0.2 +5.9 - 1.9 
May, 1942 32s 
% Change, 
Jan.-May, 1943 + 3.4 - 4.9 + 9.0 a> 1.8 + 4,8 + 2.3 


Jan.-May, 1942 
A d 
Drug Stores 
a OO Oe 


MAY, 5 9S9 cisco sin ts 1027 97.4 10525 100.9 107.2 101.0 
May 41940: swctees 107.4 Lilet 106.6 106.4 wd wd 104.3 
Maw. si Gh oo dws ax 126.5 140.1 2 Lek 128.3 125.4 119.3 
Mey, 1942 cscvnies 144.3 170.8 141.4 140.8 145.6 145.5 
1943 i ; 
March ies. oa wie 159.9 189.1 165.0 152.5 156.5 174.0 
BOREL «siswems et 156.9 193.0 156.6 148.1 161.5 167.9 
MOE: wivdidicciedice s 159.1 190.7 154.4 152.6 163.3 171.8 
% Change, 
May, 1943 00 +10.3 +lLlet + 9.2 + 8,4 +12.2 +18.1 
May, 1942 .scce 
% Change, 
Jan.-May, 1943 $11.5 +13.8 +12.6 + 8.6 +1766 +23.3 


Jan.-May, 1942 : ' 7 


= Gan 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 


BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


May, 1942 and May, 1943 


(Based on dollar sales of 21 firms including mail order houses) 


May, May, % Change, 
1942 1943 1943/1942 


PeClAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...cccccecvesece 26,137,565 25,188,830 - 3.6 
I. Women's dresses, coats and SUItS ccscscccecene ee AO Ad 2, Io, FOL + Lee. 


eee and. infants' Wear, ves siccsiewve cele s vewee 909,598 927,029 +1.9 
BROS CSO TVET £1 OVOS. «sso: o 6 owe 00 v0.00 .0. aw er snie'e 1,124,722 1,122 ,456 - 0.2 
BCCI GUC COPSCES «ects ec veces cvis ceeceeceieas 1 179,859 1,080,740 - 8.4 


5. Millinery @°7eSoe@G 7TH FC OHHHZHOFHKHTF SKF T9FTHHOSFOHOHKHHBEE Joe ,O1L 352,994 + 6.3 


6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . 6,471,961 6,442,979 - 0.4 
7, Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .e.c. 2,705,385 £,652,968 = 2.7 
8, Drugsand toilet articles and preparations ..e.s 663,213 701,085 cae ed 
RN OO oh cote chee esi fu 6rairey a 8s web bial eco o ote wpa die 1,753,806 Led gmos - 3.2 
COG eign o's: a dios Ose ais dine vine 66 one RS Ses, 776,574 828,104 + 6.7 
emer ood.and Kindred products ..cscscovesssceseoes 8,406,406 2,417,277 + 0.5 


12, Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,615,762 L497. (1 SC a eras 


Noe Home furnishings COC GHAOHOHKSCHOHOKBSSFHKHOHHF SHOP eERSE 2,200,283 2,099,306 — 4.6 


14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 786 ,288 484,918 -58.3 
BS 5 Hardware and kitchen utensils oeoooneeveoveFr 9040890 1,421, 959 ll ,eae of (elles) -14.0 


‘16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies secco 28456095 °°. 21437390, erG.6 


Meeehoes and other. footwear ssvecsetevcsoecesseta 2,059,859 1,895,068: i= 7o2 


18. Stationery, books and magazineS ..ccosecccevne 284,139 318,342 +12.0 


‘19. All other departments, total cececcseserceress &y 107,440 2,741,329 + 0.5 


Tih) ne Ve ne iy lear peyt -« nhaeiefa 


\ oy M-epauod ictisenalihceisell sia ann BA sotdwera ls 
- es a ee Mane oe oe Se sbioe af 


*\ AO Re eto 
. 


eyaxode & es ° | o—- r che ‘ pax t| Re , Take 
Bal Cars j eer ‘ —_— aber | 


¥ P in i . P ’ i/ sh 
j ; j a a \ 2% 
EN A i Oh ti, B= pie cememieenemnatehdit: te tamer beta 1 mtg at ap enw, CR st, RSPR er geen ge ence atest a) Gey -aee 
wi 4 4 es ‘ 7 ; band e i 
F 5 kL : 
hy 4 : eo 7 j 
> . . be 
ae sc Agr Ae a Pr ces ' 
ire © a re Aan a wie ples CT a ‘ oT 
nn Nae EIN ES Nee Poe AaS te wp iabemeg = ri Bere ee oes +2 She iTS ee revel jm WAL me 
4 \ : 
e : DY ty GO , 4 : : 
~~ loa ‘fac ¢ py is re At x: . : : 
- a 4 1a. ae) < 4 a8 ver 
a= & ‘,% : ‘ a | ty row a a YU eu «ee B68 Ee evi hse. Bs SPD ~ tr fuent A¢ * . 
: : ) ) * : 


“, ‘ tee awa ce ; Fj : a 
el a i a ees ec S He 0 FO 2) whe Oe A ee ew © . Linea ‘ex n gt iti 416 ‘alt, . ; 
j “a ' . , i j y, A & wee 9 4 


- hfe. ABE 227°} ee AOE ea . 
‘ +4 “ae 4 Lee 8 6 PA a eee eo eee 2 ee a i sea “ead avi lw oie yretedh ye 


, a | ue [, CAA wu? f a o~ ‘ 
‘ d eu Fe oa ea ge eee Tes eV indy Crewe ever te dina outing 


ey 7 “? ’ lL.) * M j ; 

, ‘ nfihy oe ae a ae ‘ 4 ‘e+ te OP REC Ce RD Dw Vrent 4 ” 

: : - - ’ > 7 ou ¥ 

“ tty. at » és i ' 

a i Naar y>.2 rat ‘ f ; “ \ 
Ew - >? rd i wah Noe ey Arp > st *y 7 ’ - ‘ "'D i )- rey ; 
dicey tate lade inn daha cmmieebe Ded tecniesin sit - — Ha M ay eee ” thd afte MY mer ode * “ i Sis o Ma - bES & - ch ih 
bal j , @ we al 


id 4 s 


Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MacKINNON, M.P.,’ 
. Minister of Trade and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


{ 


Dominion Statistician: aaa “S.A. Cudmore, M.A. (Oxon.) F.S.S., FoR TSC. 
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., FoS.Se 
Statistician: A-C. Steedman, B.A. 
is BR AAI th cheba seamen em eR 


Price .10 cents 
Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, June, 1943 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


The pattern of retail trading in Canada in June was Similar to that for May, 
comparative figures for last year and this showing average increases of 2 per cent 
for May and 3 per cent for June, declines in sales below last year as reported by 
department stores, furniture stores, hardware stores and stores specializing in the 
Sale of radio and electrical equipment being slightly more than offset by gains in 
other’ trades. Composite indexes of sales based upon returns from twelve lines of 

business and on the base 1935-1939 = 100 stand at 158.5 for June, 162.8 for May and 
at 154.5 for June, 1942, 


The increases over last year recorded in May and June were lower than gains 
reported in earlier months of the year, cumulative figures for the first half of 
1943 showing an average increase of 4,5 per cent over the first half-year of 1948, 

On making adjustments for number of business days and for normal seasonal movements , 
the underlying level of trade for June was maintained at about the May level. The 
Seasonally adjusted index for June stands at 155.3 compared with 154.5 for May and 
an average figure of 160.9 for the first six months of the current year. 


Eight of the twelve individual lines of business for which separate figures 
are computed recorded gains in June of this year over last while four trades reported 
declines. Restaurants reported the largest gain with an increase of 22 per cent over 
last year followed by increases of 12 per cent for shoe stores and for men's special- 
ty shops, 11 per cent for drug stores and a 10 per cent increase for women's clothing 
Shops. Minor gains were recorded by candy stores, by grocery and meat stores and by 


variety stores. Sales of radio and electrical specialty shops were down 17 per cent, 


furniture store sales dropped 9 per cent compared with June last year, while 2 per 
cent declines were recorded by department stores and by hardware stores. 


Figures for jewellery stores are not included in the calculation of the 
general index numbers of retail sales, but figures compiled separately for this trade 
indicate that sales were 7 per cent lower in June of this year than last, results on 
a regional basis ranging from an increase of 6 per cent in the Prairie Provinces 
to a decrease of 21 per cent in Quebec. These are the results obtained when the 
25 per cent sales tax introduced in the June budget of 1942 is ineluded in the caleu- 
lations. On excluding this tax a comparison between June of this year and last shows 
an average decline of 18 per cent, results on a regional basis ranging from an 8 per 
cent decrease in the Prairie Provinces to a 3l per cent decrease in Quebec, 


An outstanding feature of the June retail trade statistics is the 
pronounced increase recorded over June last year in the Prairie Provinces, These 
increases are important for variety stores, drug stores, women's clothing stores and 


ne 3 — ; 
Oos”  - eee ae ee, ee 


= 2 oe 
men's specialty shops. In the case of department stores the difference in trend in 
the Prairie Provinces from other sections is less outstanding although this was the 
only section of the country to record any increase in this trade. All other regions 
for which separate figures for department stores are compiled recorded declines. A 
comparatively small increase in the Prairie Provinces in the grocery trade must be 
interpreted with due recognition of the fact that a large proportion of the rural 
purchases of food products are made through country general stores, which registered 
pronounced increases in June of this year over last amounting to 19 per cent Tor 
Manitoba, 18 per cent for Alberta and 41 per cent for Saskatchewan. The marked 
gains in the Prairie Provinces may be attributed in a large measure to the greatly 
increased grain marketings which took place in that month prior to the termination 
of the crop year. 


Figures on a regional basis for department stores show no wide deviation 
in the various provinces from the average decrease of 2 per cent recorded for the 
country as a whole, June comparisons for this year and last for the various regions 
showing decreases of 2 per cent in-the Maritime Provinces and in British Columbia, 

4 per cent in Ontario and 5 per cent in Quebec. There was an increase of 2 per cent 
recorded in department store sales in the Prairie Provinces, 


Apart from a 10 per cent gain in the Prairie Provinces, results for 
variety stores in the various provinces conformed closely with the Dominion average 
gain of © per cent compared with June, 1942. Increases in June of this year over 
last for the various regions for which figures are compiled show gains of 3 per 
cent in the Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent in Quebec and 10 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces. Ontario sales were off 1 per cent, while a decrease of 5 per cent was 
reported in British Columbia. 


Gains over 1942 were recorded in all provinces in the retail drug trade, 
increases in the Prairie Provinces and in British Columbia exceeding by a consider- 
able margin those reported in other regions, Percentage increases between June 
of this year and last for the various regions, with cumulative figures for the 
first six months in brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 11 per cent (14 
per cent); Quebec, 5 per cent (12 per cent); Ontario, 9 per cent (9 per cent); 
Prairie Provinces, 18 per cent (13 per cent) and British Columbia, 20 per cent (23 
per cent). 


In the men's clothing trade a marked increase of 24 per cent over June, 
1942 was recorded in the Prairie Provinces with more moderate gains recorded in 
other regions amounting to 9 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 6 per cent for 
quebec, 13 per cent for Ontario and 9 per cent for British Columbia. Similar 
increases were recorded for women's specialty shops where increases were reported 
at 21 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 6 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 
S per cent for Quebec, 10 per cent for Ontario and 10 per cent for British Columbia. 


In the grocery and meat trade a minor reduction of 2 per cent in Ontario 
was more than offset by gains in other sections of the country, resulting in a net 
increase of 2 per cent for the Dominion as a whole. Increases in June of this year 
over last for other regions for this trade stand at 8 per cent for the Maritime 
Provinces, 3 per cent for Quebec, 4 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 3 per 
cent for British Columbia, 


A decline of 4 per cent in June this year below last is reported for 
19 departmental firms which reported sales by departments. Results for most 
commodity groupings were strikingly similar to those occurring in the preceding 
month. Food sales, howéver, which had shown a slight increase in May this year 
over last, were 8 per cent lower in June, while furniture sales in depa rtme nt 


05s 


stores fell off 12 per cent in June and were down a 7 per cent in May below last 
year. The following are percentage changes from June, 1942 for other departments: 
‘women's apparel, +1 per cent; ments wear, -l per cent; drugs, +5 per cent; piece 
goods, -8 per cent; smallwares , +3 per cane home furnishings, -5 per cent; house- 
hold appliances, -36 per cent; er anirok -14 per cent; radio and music, -26 per cent; 
shoes, -2 per cent; stationery, +11 per cent, 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices. } 
a Se ee 


: JURE = LoaS Cumulative 
+ or = per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business June , June, May, Jan.-June, 1943 
1939 1942 1943 Jan.-June, 1945 1948 
eee INK iiss acecccevess 444.4 + 2.6 - 266 + 4.5 
BOou- and Shoe Stores .veccee +50.0 tilse +12,9 +.9.0 
Ve UCT OS, oc.cc ¢ ecce ce eee +62.9 OS) =29 01 = Oo] 
peme Clothing Stores ...c. 468.3 411.5 Fe Ola Z ~ 1,3 
Women's Clothing Stores .... +66.9 + 9,8 = 3.5 +1269 
Department Stores ....... Aes +58, 0 = 2002 ~ 1.8 + 1.5 
POT Sake a nse 6 & éve 6.6000 00010. +56, 0 +10.7 ~- 5.0 +11,3 
POmeteure. SGOLeS .4c0cacece +15.5 - 9.0 -19.9 = 4.5 
Grocery and Meat Stores eee. +40.9 Elle ats - 3.1 Sa 
Peroware StOreS ...cecoesves +26.9 - 1.6 - 3.9 ~- 5,8 
Radio and Electrical Stores. 412.3 -16.7 - 9.6 -14,7 
Bee Verret Stee a ste 66 ve oe +865 +21.7 - 1.4 +21.,4 
+98.4 + 1.9 - 3.1 hate. 


ER UCOV ESO OLEGS S526 5s va'a's 0 08 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 
I OC SCSI LSE I TES A 


Boot and Shoe Stores s, Jewellery Stores ape 


Sales in 
Sales in June, 1943 
June, 1943 Compared with 
Region Compared wi th June, 1942 
Sales in 
June, 1942 Inc lud- Exc lud- 
ing tax ing tax 
CANADA @00e000502%0008 +11.8 2m 6.6 -18,0 
8, - ; OAR 
Maritime Provinces .oee 42265 + 3.6 3 
Quebec ©7000 00C 009 HR02000 +13.0 -20.7 =~50.5 
Ontario coo o eve eo oOo oe OKO ea OO + 7.6 - 5.9 ~1639 
Prairie Provinces ...ce +17.0 sally. ~ 7,7 
BEGG COMIMOLA as oe +19.4 + 1,5 -11.4 


oot ll es 
index Numbers of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


As Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are Subject to final revision) 


omer 


SSE 


General Boots : Men's 
Year and Month _ Index and Shoes Candy (h) Clothing(c) 
ee ery WN RMN OE Gn 
Fulein 926) ek oe 139.3 136.3 206.6 164.6 (g) (g) 173.9 147.0 
Fund 9 9BG~ 0 hate 88)8---85.9-)-- 189.00 Iago (gz) (gz) 94.0 80.4 
June, “2939 svc seis 109.8 105.4 132.1 © Use (g) (g) 102.3 95.7 
Ture, LO2r Gyles iF ro see yeas 155.58 126.3 88.4 138.9 137.4 134.8 
TUNG ,2d O42" tore oo 15455) Lolo TVGaoy tayo” flloeo: itece 154.4 147.3 
1942 
Baad ieee TS7. or Tees 4 Lele L5ace a Sse 265E9 128.6- 14945 
hipastinw. sack 147.5 162.4 144.5 168.3 131.6 157.7 131.5 172.6 
September .... 153.2 152.6 16505) 156.7 1a6.97. Loree 153.8 154.9 
Ocbepers « .2ey Was = 520s L756" 160790 1 Pea PRLS 197.5 148.1 
November .oscc6 16436 161.6 157 4) MEOEIY Lee F290, 8 194.8 160.8 
December .oo5.6 213.4 156.4 20603) ISTO. eens ever 6 263.8 160.7 
1943 
wp a enueby? oh oes 128.9 155.8 LOSu2'? Data ages oe siete LO7. 4 6 Rees 
February oas00 131.0 168.5 Toe. | Soe eri ote igs 7, 111.1 eee 
Meme HNRe ieee ig 151.4 167.8 15973: .rgety* suse as S 136.9°" 26270 
Pick ikgp we, eae 167.6 163.3 16.1) 24S Se" LOOT E nests 187.0 176.1 
Mey”. aren), 162.8 154.5 17536) 14939 , 1s92es166 7 162.9 160.5 
Tite. bee 158.5 155.3 196.2 | 1605e Tish * 18eh9 172.2 "164.9 


Sendemniagueisioniemaes=etem ae ee 
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Women's 
Year and Month i ea Clothing Department Drugs 

5. Se A B A B A. B 

June, 1929 eek 135.6 THis LOD gow LAO. 4 124.0 124.5 

Sune SGT yokes ee ROS 4, Sr ied TOs L gies 86.8 86.9 

June, 1939 out 104.4 Gaaa. 98.9 94.3 90.9 104.2 

dune, Wa ose Lae. obey MeO skeet 1eé2.28 13045 

URS LIAS. na wees Loos 14305 ROD,.6" Sa 139.4 ‘148.3 

1942 
So ES Piro eh 8 3 : ovo? L6e.8 Ae a6 tae 142.5 145.0 { 
Angust Aih-o ak ec ie. 7 214.5 i26.9 154.5 148.5 149.2 ; 
September wooo Ovi) worse 154.9 152.7 147.6 146.8. 4 
October 207.7 “156.2 181.9 152.9 162.9 152.9 5 
Wovember . 184.5 172.7 187.47 168.5 148.4 154.7 ~ 
December oot <Lreo 241.6 146.6 eloel “168.8 

1945 
PADUA LY sites c Revo e LT aoe 107.8" “Pasig 15L.5 S6ay9 
FERIUar ¥ vole ore c aver ecloae Libss * too La9°0: 168.5 
Maren schists o 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 159.9’ -162.9 
TH oh ci eS ApS raf AAs ae AL ey By Lape 155, 156.9 161.9 
Me oe sae ee os LSO.8. 269.6 13330. 238.6 139.1 168.2 
June ee Ly 4 156.7 ISGen 2a026 154.3 164.1 


) Includes me men’s furnis shings, 
Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 
Not available. 


ie) os 
; Index Numbers of Retail. Sales — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B, Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations, 
(Figures for the Current year are subject to final revision) 


Groceries SEBS Mi nepenye or rex 


Year and Month , Furniture and Meats Hardware 
A B A B A B_ 
ee A See ene”: eatevivunnectt  veanruvenr Outs 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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Women's Clothing Stores 
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Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Maritime Prairie British 


Year and Month = CANADA Provinces Que bec Ontario” “Srovinces Columbia 
Department Stores 
ee Department Stores a 


pyle eo. a 2.9 109.5 ASF) LO Laer O7 ot 100.0 
Be LOGO 5 os eco 108.7 LL 6A DL 3 TORS ) C8 109.0 
es LS 7 147.0 129/20 Ueteipg?) 114.5 120:.8 
PMG P1942 ask. ews 139.6 168.9 152.5 TOY wate Lede 148.4. 
1943 
Bas. 6 obi bs ‘kes Ld238 180.7 174.3 LOL. s 151.6 26452 
SNA 139.0 169.9 160.8 129.9 £29.06 147.3 
PyOe as. Sedaeaes — 15645 16525 145.2 LSl¢2 12833 145.8 
% Change, . 
Gute, LIAB. eas - B08 > Ge - 4.8 - 4.4 +124 =nde 
PRD LOAD ois ove 
% Change, 
Jan.-June, 1943 » + 1.5 som le 7 te lgs 0 =\ reo + Disie ao ks 


Jan.-June, 1942 


Variety Stores 


Peame, 1959 Sisk s DSUGyear2) IBY SS AWA! ore eT WO ep Shas 
meee NOLO! os. oe oe Wey DOO aie ORO WSS NOSES 
ee 94) oe 8G. 154.0 UGes 7 BA ase) 144.5 144.0 dighisieail 
Oe O94 ok. oo 5 IRSORY/ Pera hee 208.7 167.4 NGOs. 141.4 
(1943 é 
ete Lay 1S aS eelot ZOOS IS ats} Sead: 145.5 
WME gmeetlecsreters oleic eo LIOSO EROS: EDM BEE a eae Ugsi@leh PO el. 
BO iar sy & 6 6 184.1 Boos 4 Pale) ansy OVS) BLY, oat 134.6 
% Change, 
June; -~ 1945 ok» ¢ Ge ens) ae Oi cal + 3.9 - 0.9 + 9.6 - 4,8 
sume, LISS 35s 
% Change, 
Jan.-June, 1943 «+ 3.7 > 28 £°228 + 1.3 + 5.7 2°10 


Jan.-June, 1942 
peter ey Se Ee ah eee on pein fa hn epee) Bee eh faa es 


Drug Stores 


A ERC 
RR 


2 99,9 
Wie 1:939 . oo ccs 98.9 99.9 99.4 99.3 OG) . 
June, ine odie ee 105.2 107.3 104.5 106.6 101.7 104.6 
UEP Se) Sn 122 .9 133.7 119.0 125.5 120.7 112.7 
Mee, 1940 oo cée we 139.4 LSS ANE A IS VARS) EORe) 139.8 
1943 
- April ott: 156.9 193.0 156.6 148.1 161.5 16739 
MMP May, bo oes cee 159.1 191.9 155.3 152.4 162.9 171.4 
RUULIIO Weevais erste c.* 0% WISE 5) USM tS} ~ 144.6 LASS 7 159.8 168.0 
% Change 
: June, 1943 o 000 +106:7 +1143 (+568 = no aE ea +2 Ooze 
Ue IAS ido c's 
% Change 
j pects. 1943 rs Bays 413.5 +11.5 ie. +12.5 422.7 


Jan.-June, 1942 
Ee ee a ee wine denen. tel 


= 8 = 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, -BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


June, 1942 and June, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms imluding mail order houses) 


June, June , % Change, 
1942 1943 ‘1943/1942 


POAT SALES, Aluh DEPARTMENTS o00C7F7OHPT7O00%R EC CA0 BO, Tod ,oo9 24,707 5356 = 4.0 


1. Women’s dresses, coats and suits .ccccssccccee 2,805,824 2,980,494 + 6.2 


Sep Geris* andviiite ntal sweat scsi sche pre wes meeieear 904,588 882 ,136 - Beso 
3. Hosiery and gloves coco occ eoceuee cece sceccoans 986 , 892 985,678  - 0.3 
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Fy dW LUGE gh oi hia ip bltea nbc aba ene Meas ben oats 296,057 307,630 +3.9 


6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . 6,299,894 6,549,509 + 0.8 
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7, Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings: < oe. sp pes FOO yeeL 2,879,159 - 0.7 
8. Drugsand toilet articles and preparations .... 692 ,668 728,156 Hs 
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12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,480,922 1,302,027 -12.1 


LR pOme EINE NLN eS 5 Aas ae wed se demmenech eee eee 1,932 ,246 1,833,522 - 5.1 
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies . Oy hee 457,676 ~35.9 
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19. All other departments, total ..s.ccssseceeccee 2,855,469 2,843,769 - 0.4 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


a ree 


January to June, 1942 and January to June, 1943 


January to January to % Change, 
June, 1942 June, 1943 1943/1942 


ee 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .c.ccsecsceceeee 145,596,695 145 , 848, 615 + 0.2 
Meeeoren’s dresses, coats and suits ...cescoscvnccs 15,091,503 17,194,433 +10.6 
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Paewen’s and boyst clothing and furnishings ....... 15,797,220 15,398,904 ; iso 
£3) Drisedcna toilet articles and preparations ....c. 4,202 ,040 4,405,492 + 4.8 
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14, Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 4,204,898 2,831,893 ~32.7 
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16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .....e. 1 6 68S s. 15 697, 098 8 ie 6.5 
17. Shoes and other footwear eb hes seceaeasds, BOR eR 10,818,877 10.702. 809 a0 oval L 
18, Stationery, books and magaZineS ..coereeeeeeee+e 1,885,609 2,182,255 +15.9 
19. All other departments, total oocccecreeeveorrece 5420, 667 10,799,052 Peary 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, July, 1943 
(1935-19202 100) 

Retail sales in Canada averaged 8 per cent higher in July of this year 
than last and were down by 7 per cent from June according to monthly indexes of sales 
computed from reports received from a sample number of firms representing twelve 
different lines of retail trading. The composite index of sales on the base 1935 — 
1959 = 100 stands at 148.1 for July, 1945, at 158.9 for June and at 137.3 for July a 
year ago. ; 


On making adjustments for differences in the number of business days 
and for normal seasonal movements, the adjusted index of sales stands at 155.8 for 
July, practically unchanged from May and June when the corresponding indexes stood at 


154.5 and 155.5 respectively. 


Department store sales were unchanged in July of this year compared 
with last; eight trades included in the survey reported increased sales while results 
for three trades were dow from July, 1942. 


Figures for department stores on a regional basis show that sales in 
all provinces for July, 1943 varied but little from the volume of business recorded 
in the corresponding month a year ago. An increase of 4 per cent was recorded for 
British Columbia, 3 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 1 per cent in Quebec and 1 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces. These increases were offset by a decline of 3.5 
per cent in Ontario, resulting in no change in the volume of business transacted for 
all department stores in Canada in July of this year compared with last. 


Men's clothing store sales averaged 16 per cent higher in July of this 
year than last, all provinces sharing in the increase and the regional increases 
Standing at 24 per cent for the Muritime Provinces, 9 per cent for Quebec, 14 per cent 
for Ontario, 32 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 15 per cent for British Columbia. 
Sales for women's clothing stores averaged 10 per cent higher in July of this year than 
dast; regional increases were 22 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent for 
Quebec, 8 per cent for Ontario, 25 per cent for the Prairie Provinces and 12 per cent 


for British Columbia. 


An average increase of 12 per cent in dollar volume of business over 
July, 1942 was recorded by the grocery and meat trade. In comparison with this general 
average, increases in the various regions of the country were reported at 21 per cent 
for the Maritime Provinces, 12 per cent for Quebec, 9 per cent for Ontario, 14 per cent 
for the Prairie Provinces and 1] per cent for British Columbia. 


Retail drug store sales averaged 12 per cent higher in July of this year 


© than last, all provinces sharing in the increase with gains in the western half of the 


h ¢3- 


iP) 


a ; 
country exceeding those recorded in eastern und central Canada. Percentage increases 
in drug store sales between July of this year and last for the various economic 
divisions of the country, with increases for the first seven months of the year in 
brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent (13 per cent); Quebec, 9 | 
per cent (11 per cent); Ontario, 10 per cent (9 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 20 per 
cent (14 per cent) and British Columbia, 18 per cent (22 per cent). 


A marked increase of 37 per cent took place in candy store sales 
according to indexes based upon returns received from a limited number of chain 
companies operating in this field; restaurant receipts were up 22 per cent compared 
with July a year ago and variety store sales gained 4 per cent. Stores specializing 
in the sale of durable consumers goods continued to register declines with hardware 
stores reporting a decrease of 1 per cent, furniture stores a decline of 7 per cent 
and radio and electrical stores a decrease of 20 per cent compared with July, 1942. 


Sales of retail jewellery stores averaged 25 per cent higher in July 
of this year than last, figures on a regional basis showing increases of 28 per cent 
in the Maritime Provinces, 26 per cent in Quebec, 18 per cent in Ontario, 40 per cent 
in the Prairie Provinces and 29 per cent-in British Columbia. These figures are 
based upon sales values including the retail sales tax introduced in June, 1942 and 
varied but little from corresponding percentage changes based upon sales figures 
excluding the tax. Percentage increases in July of this year over last, based on 
figures excluding the tax, stand at 23 per cent for the Maritime Provinces, 23 per 
cent for Quebec, 17 per cent for Ontario, 39 per cent for the Prairie Provinces, 29 
per cent for British Columbia and 24 per ‘cent for Canada. 


The increases recorded in jewellery store sales in July of this year 
compared with last are in contrast to declines recorded in the corresponding-month 
comparisons for earlier months. In this connection it should be noted that July is 
the first month in which the incidence of the retail sales tax was effective on the 
business of both months included in the comparison. Earlier comparisons were based 
on results for periods, in one of which the sales tax was effective and in one of 
which it was not. 


Sales of 20 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
were 1 per cent lower in July this year than last. Results for various departments 
again followed almost the same pattern as in the two preceding months. Food sales, 
however, were on a par with those in July last year, following an 8 per cent decline 
recorded in the June comparison. The home furnishings department reported a 1 per 
cent gain over July last year; the furniture department was down 14 per cent; radio — 
and musical instruments, 24 per cent and household appliances and electrical supplies, 
57 per cent. Men's and women's clothing both reported sales 2 per cent higher while © 
footwear sales were up 1 per cent. Drug sales were up 8 per cent and smallwares, 4 
per cent with piece goods reporting sales 8 per cent lower than in July, 1942. 


Regional Trends in Retail Trade ~ Second Quarter, 1943 


The dollar value of retail sales in Canada, as measured by the 
Composite index of seven kinds of business for which regional indexes are calculated 
was 6 per cent higher in the second quarter of 1943 than in the same period a year 
ago. This gain was similar to that recorded in the earlier quarter and is, of 
course, on a par with the average gain for the first half of the year. 


Results for various regions in the second quarter showed general 
uniformity with the comparisons for the first quarter. However, a gain of 12 per 
cent in the second quarter in the Prairie Provinces was somewhat higher than the 8 


Sk 


_ per cent increase shown in the first; an average gain of 10 per cent was recorded for 


the first half of the year. In the Maritime Provinces, the gain was 9 per cent for 

both quarters. Increases were 8 and 6 per cent for Quebec in the two quarters. Ontario 
sales were up 1 per cent in the first and 2 per cent in the second quarter, while in 
British Columbia gains were 9 and 7 per cent. 


The increases for Canada as a whole are similar in both quarters for 
the various kinds of business with the exception of men's clothing stores where an 
8 per cent decline in the first quarter was followed by a 4 per cent increase in the 
later period. 


Quarterly Comparison of Sales In First Hulf of 1943 and 1942, by Provinces 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 


corrections have been made for higher prices.) 


JelypotoGs yy ee eh Oy PetamLbetire ; 
: le + or ~ per cent compared with  —s_—_—s—sIndexes 

Kind of Business TTanay Sees wh Leo Jan.-July, 1943 

1959 eeSe  1L8e5 __Jan.-July, 1942 

Gaierak Index ose esse se sielaie +6cee cae Cie’ - 6.8 See? ir. 5) 
Boot and Shoe Stores .eesocces +04.3 HE Ow ~16.8 +10.] 
Cemidy. SUOPes ts wives dc. s eres +105%.-7 FOC so +26.8 + 4.1 
Men's Clothing Stores. si. s es +80.3 +16 eo -16.6 Oe 
Wemen'ts Clothing Stores ...... +08) 410.2 -13.1 AE 
Department Stores: wn ieee casa f +50.1 (a) -17.8 + 1.4 
DEUS Stores 5 Vie asa aierew este asc 8% +60.6 +1204 +. 66 gy 
Firrcare St Oorem s.. ews toes 36's +3802 -~ 6.8 ~ 4.6 - 5.0 
Grocery and Meat Stores ...e.. +68 .7 +11.8 - 1.1 + 6.4 
Hardware Stores! Ge ss asia seis o are +30.7 - 0.6 ~ 5.5 ue 
Radio and Electrical Stores .. +1507 -20.3 -10.9 ~15.5 
ROSTAMPAN US: iisis asus Grea elota ete wes ole foe Het) + 5.0 ede oh 
VEPTELY Oo UOLES, ban usta eee de srelere +68 .8 F Obey -~ 0.8 FSU 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


Boot _ and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores _ 
Sales in 
Sales in : July, 1943 
Region July, 1943 Compared with 
Compared with Sales in 
sales in ee poly 1948 
July, 1942 Includ- Exclud— 


GANADE sa sigs «05 ae < nse rn ae fee Pe eee 


Maritime Provinces ..... +32.9 +2822 +25.1 
GUGDG Gna cls nines e «sale bua 417.2 tone G +235.0 
ONCE wasabi aks oes. +12.6 418.3 +16.7 
rairie Provinces ...... eae. ld +40.0 +59 .4 
Braviah Columbia ie. u<. 414.5 +28.7 +28.9 
SES OTE EEE Sen EE, a Ne 


(a) Unchanged. 


.. tee 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales — (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


SSE SE VN a Rg TRS a ed 
General Boots Candy(h) Men's 


Year and Month Index __.__and Shoes Clothing(c) 
A B A B A A B 


Oa a er 


Dts) LOCI” Ns oa.0's 150.5 Gag se V56 «Oe roo ee: (gz) (g) Le6,0 ae. 7 
Be 1955 cet s 76.0 8545 2. G megaee (g) (zg) 63.5 97.7 
My, 1950 nce sie 91.5 105.8 sh lomer ue loie | (zg) (gz) 1D. 7 Walon 
eS LOAD oo ule e's 12264 134.9 114.6 124.9 MOS a, Mul pow 111.4 ©2:35. 7 
A gk V2 LS7.5> IL60.4 141.5 153.76 $15 15) 0 4655.9 125.6 49149;,5 


1942 


PUGUST <sewece 147.5 162.4 144.5 168.3 oltre 131.5 172.6 
September ...c. LOgne soeso HOO. 0. Loo 133.5 167.8 155.8), 454.9 
October ...... L748 1522 175.8 160.9 174.4 181.3 197.5 148.1 
November ..... 164.8 161.6 Lov .4 169-0 1o7 32, 9190.2 134.8 160.8 
December ..... 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 595.2 170.0 2635.8 160.7 


1943 


PAGUATV [s\\sl0 ee 6 T3609 BSose 103.7 133.4 108 <0, a 9L. 9 LOT A ge oan 
PeDRUATY: vives) LOL TO” W16O5 > UES Ar ea 2 gf By Oe Meet Lid Liebe at 
BAS Cl lohy scshare 151.4 167.8 LOD. 5: Io oy MAS SO WAL ae 156.9. 482..0 
‘Vd ngs Ut OS ener 167. 165.35 ipo.i 145.5 199.3 144.0 18730) 9 L763: 
TAY Geisieteia wc sie LGe.o Gloae 175.6 149.9 1596, 166.1 166.9 16005 
SATLO cect eiels < aie-6.e 153.9 155.15 198.5~ 160.4 Eee © 186.5 l7z.4 165.2 
A Vitgetatal ssc eens 143.1 155.8 165.1 165.6 oe Si ee eloe 2 143.7 164.8 


“ = PE 
A SR A 


Women's td 
Year and Month Clothing ee pings 
ig 3) ee ob ee ee 
fa, 1929... 151.8 163.8 120.3 148.8 125.4 125.7 
Briy, 1933. . 30. 0s 78.4 87.7 69.1 88.5 84.1 85.4 
Rly, 1959 ...... 80.0 99.0 75.0. 101-e 99.6 102.2 
Boty, 1941. ...... 111.5: 132.4 102.20 050.5 0 eleray ian 
ity, 1942 Ho... aes ese 117.6 2145.5) 14ets aera 
1942 

August ..... a 156.7 214.5 126.9 154.5 148.5 149.2 
September .... 12940 179.0 154.9 152.7 147.6 146.8 
October ...... 207.7 158.2 181.9 152.9 162.9 152.9 
November ..... sever Sean ea 187.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
December ..... 261.8 174.1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 

1943 | Sea oe 
January «22... 127.2 174.5 107.8 148.1 1651.5 156.9 
February ..s0. 127.7 219.6 116.2. 154.5. 149.0 165.3 
Merch one. os ss 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 159.9 162.9 
Perce ss cp. 214.5 167.0 Ve7veeiss.4. “160.97 1ehs 
ME wns oe 180.2 169.6 139.0 138.6 159.1 162.2 
Bee Micces ese: s 174.9 157.3 136.9 131.0 184.4. 164.2 
Meg Peres sb vc 152.0 172.7 112.6 144.9 160.0 160.1 


(c) Includes men's furnishings. 
(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 


(g) Not available. 


-te 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales ~- (Average for 1935-1939=100) 


A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


a NT TT AE I STE iprGears as a Eee | 
Yeur and Month See... ath nd Mente Ashes 2 Sa ee 
nay wh EN Omi ee 
JULY yh eeo: Kh wren 28.4 NAB heS Pere Sdac 147.0 148.6 
JULY," LISS Gres lis SEA 1050 Gerd 887.9 (5. Ory 0 home 
SULT ELI SO (ee res 78.8 104.9 100.8 20725 118.35 109.7 
Jules LOA Kites « B16. L494 7 133.0 136.3 148.6 132.4 
CU e ee saree 6 ELGeO POO don.) 254.0 155.5 138.6 
1942 
MRE i Sites 137.7 134.5 160.7 166.3 161.5 153.8 
September .... 128.5 111.6 148.4 153.3 162.8 Lé9re2 
Cetover Stieres « 146.6 120.1 164.9 152.4 166.6 142.4 
November ooo. 12008 216.9 $46.08: bode 146.9 149.8 
December .eoo. EG wo ZO 60 178.4 164.0 16c-G TAsve 
1942 
OS Fertiery Sones « OL eo WLS ec 155.4 1She OSs aL oore 
Februury cece. 94.8 121.4 149.7 163.0 99.1 16ine 
Meireh a se'ss wee ALOsO* L238 a2 166.4 163.6 LEGS! e choeind 
RFA) yoetelanne.s Loeed ese 5 Lieet Wad 144.2 141.4 
MAY as s.caiwanee 145 30P PLS 1 Diced eee L6Giect WeseG 
JUS rane wien sys 114.2 116.7 171.9 174.6 164.2 Lae! 
SILLY paca atatate ates LOG. 5055.5 170.0 “160.9 154.6 136.3 
~ Radio ‘and 
Year and Month ~Blectrical. Restaurants “Varioty 
pea eS phere A ek ie: Re es, os ee 
PULY BGS wees tes-O elo. 1giek ~LE TS So.) * Gaey 
Pity LOG ewes es 90.4 79.1 Sau Gesu 73524 76.0 
Rie LO a paren 84.0 109.8 20e0 Peed LOG <3 “Ale 
PUD. Leek Gs ol ann LSfak LYes4 hoc cy eee Loe te else 
JULY y LIAE Teens Lives Lovee 144c9 “1S ts7 76.5 “L7G 
1942 
August as 125.5 159.9 LSUSG . L40.0 LOOee ““loseo 
September . nage tores toss 15050 1465.0 176.6 T66e5 
Hctoher siccre 145.5 111.5 LSoea fol <s 204.5 185.0 
November .oco. 120.4 106.4 150.4 161.1 199.0 204.0 
December .cee. 1Sd<5 L255 26036 254.6 546.6 1738.1 
1943 ; 
JOnUETY nes k ee 114.6 148.0 155.1 162.6 128.4 196. 
February ..ee. Ye 20Led . Lore 148.1 167.7 139.1 206.0 
March: icuaiak es. 11062 12825 175.4 176.9 153.5 198.8 
Poy: 8 hoe 114.8 - 225.9 172.4 172.0 182.9 198.6 
Mey os oe ox 0s gen 119.6 107.0 Lfgeo 710.9 190.0 184.8 
TUNG «paca se LOT See 170.4 170.6 184.3 181.6 
IBLY seaseseas 95.5 120.0 L76.4 166.2 182.8 172.0 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Pr 


1939 seo0e8 (fcr 
E BOO) sin wieva's 94.9 
Boul, LIAL. wk eee 111.4 
BLY LI4e we wees 123.6 
1943 
Meee tela e's 6 os eres 16242 
TG os 5 «6 6 si-«. 1/24 
BOLE jteise sie 6 4'0. « 143. 
% Change, 
July, 1943... +1 Gao 
I LIAS wove 
% Change, 
Jan.—July, 1943 + 0.8 
Jan.—July, 1942 


Bay, 1959 ...... 80.0 88.7 
By, 1040 0000 96.0 17.0 
Mey, 2041 ...ees 2101.8 131.6 
Biiy, 1942 ...6.. 137.9 156.5 
1945 
ewan 180.2 242.0 
EG: le ie'e a5 oars 174.9 202.9 
t By Ds gece dirs 152.60 190.3 
| & Change, 
Moly, 1945... +10.2 +21.6 
fai, 1942... 
|) % Change, 
\ Jan.—July, 1943 +12.6 416.1 


Jan.—July, 1942 


Men's Clothing Stores(°) 


AO een ee 


+ 6.3 


rn ne er erin ee ee 


Bipiy, 1959 ..«.-. 100.8 
Mey, 1940 ...... 111.1 
Weduly, 1941 ...... 153.0 
Poly, 1942 .csees 152.0 
—=1943 
| Pera cece “OL? 
Bag scee cs LL.D 
Boise. ceave 170.0 
% Change, 
July, 1943 ... +11.8 
Gilg, 1042 ... 
% Change, 
Jano-July, 1943 + 6.4 
» JanooJuly, 1942 


(c) Includes men's furnishings. 


111.6 
120.6 
147.8 
172.0 


187.3 
189.6 
207 9 


— 
ovinces - 


Figures for the current year 


—— 


a 


ay ae 


_ Grocery and Meat Stores _ 


94.3 
100.2 
121.5 
141.2 


184.5 
180.6 
157.8 


+11.8 


ae) 


a 


_Women's Clothing Stores 


(567 
92.6 
102.4 
111.4 


147.0 
162.4 
126.8 


76.0 
86.5 
106.0 
122.8 


165.2 


168 


162 


ok 


APO 


British ‘ 


Sey Sete ssesesss we TS SS SSS ct Se 
Year and Month canapa Meritime Quebec Ontario _Preirie 
ee. <\ <ele ale __._rrovinces © _. Provinces 


Columbia 


ae 


83.7 

94.4 
Bs, 
125.4" 


143.0 
156.9 
144.4 


I ne ee a ee 


86.6 
Loo. 4 
129.4 
151.4 
Lo7 Be 
190.1 
169.5 


+12.0 


= Coe 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces ~ (Averuge for 1935-1939 = 100) 
: j (Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


ae eetaned ee SS aaa a ol Ss 
Maritime Prairie British 
Year and Month CANADA provinces Quebec Ontario provinces Columbia. 


aa ee 


oe 


Department Stores 


TUuLyy MISO vn Des 75.0 85.1 73.2 70.9 74.0 86.5 

MLL Y eR GAC oe a.alerd 88.0 103.6 83.6 85.0 84.6 101.9 

Joly f MOU «.. sabe 1082 127.5 97.4 97.9 9761 119.1 

Thy hese Saas 112.6 135.6 108.2 105.6 109.2 135.5 

1943 

TO Meyer osu ted 139.0 169.9 160.8 129.9 129.6 147.2 
DU eee, casters 156.9 166.3 146.% 30 a8 128.3 145.7 
Tia «sce ten 112.6 140.0 108 .8 101.9 110.5 141.3 

% Change, 

July, 1943 0 (a) + 3.2 + 0.6 oe + 1.0 + 4.3 
July; 1945 0% 

% Change ; = 
Jan.—July, 1943 +1.4 + 2.0 + Lol - 246 + 5.2 + 5.8 
Jan.—-July, 1942 

ee A eco 

TUR LISS: 45 wala 108.3 124.2 g9557 102 <2 108.7 102.3 

TULy OAT seta 125.8 159.1 128.5 118.6 129.9 114.7 

Palyes OU, wee tke 152.2 196.2 160.7 D434. 152.0 128.6 

Sule 10 oes 176.3 20.9 196.1 162.5 177.5 148.0 

1942 
May oo. Dive 190.0 251.3 224.6 Vis 180.1 137.6 
TOGA ence 184.3 235.4 216.7 166.7 178.9 134.6 . 
SOP a ceee 182.8 238.1 206.8 164.4 190.7 141.7 

fo Change, . : 
July, 1943 ... + 3.7 + 7.8 + 5.2 + 1.2 + 7.6 - 0.9 


July, 1942... 

% Change, 
Jan.—July, 1943 Fa + 5.0 + 7.4 + 1.4 + 6.0 Oa 
Jan.--July, 1942 


Sr a se Re eee 


SO Ne St Se GSE fe pte Sr: cree + 


Ate it chs 39.6 101.8 98.7 99.5 98.7 101.9 
JULY, 1940 sce ce 108.0 115.0 103.9 109.8 103.3 77.4 
EA Se Mirek ravaged a's A Na ah 145.3 ever LEOsS Tas Leos. 
otlivy Doge vecnas 142.3 Likes 159.0 Oded 140.0 146.2 
1943 
Me ae SS dein thay? py 131.98 A Dsyepers 152.4 Esra, 171.4 
SUNS secceave's 154.4 182.4 146.8 149.0 ORGS Pa 168.2 
JULD eae cua e's 160.0 1229 151.6 153.4 168.5 Lies 
% Change, 
July, 1943 ... 412.4 412.5 + 9.1 +10.0 +20.4 417.6 
July, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.~July, 1943 = #11.5 415.4 411.4 + 8.7 413.6 $22.0 


Jan.-July, 1942 


—— ee 


EO I CL A I TIEN | SO EN neem 


(a) Unchanged. 


— ee 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


July, 1942 and July, 1943 


(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms including mail order houses) 


Se ~ 


July, UL, % Change, 

1942 1943 1943/1942 

ee ee ee BER 

BOTeGyOALESs ALL DEPARTMENTS <c.sseseceetee £0,048 ,240 19,794,451 - 1.3 
‘ mervomen's dresses, coats and suits .ecsccacevees 1,890,434 2,043,437 aecotcy | 
Merrie! and Unfants! wear ..csasccccuescscescece 631,068 631,675 sel irdl 
PMPOSIGTyY and GLOVES ..cescecavcses siagelee wele-wute 732,000 738 , 403 +-O.9 
MM ESTO ONG COTSETS sa ccev cscs ccceenesesaeses 1,047,810 974,402 = 1.0 
PRS Me Gok a ns kaso 6 U0 a ade cade 8 awe ORR OS 140,013 154, 766 410.5 
6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . __45441,525 4,542, 685 Pueea 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 6,045,425 2,085,211 Peed 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 642 5500 CJ0,oLo cade rit 
Pepriece GOGdS ......s05 sheds Na eatay wares eins ove ae ae b,OGL,so69 poco, 67 - 8.3 
MN OGG is POs saa ood 640 2440 465s 4 e REE ees 666,575 695,023 + 4.0 
Pemmrooe and Kindred products ...ccecnsdeseccsacd é 1,946, 43 1,953,596 + O.4 
‘le. Furniture (including mattresses and springs).. Liole2,630? Li teoy44as -14.2 
fo. Home furnishings ...... STE BE EAD, ES oi gt V54697,970 FISaso cern + 1.3 
14, Paieérioia appliances and electrical supplies . 615,757 &89 ,894 -36.5 
: 15. Hurdware and kitchen utensils ....-. ak gee : Oo, ood 357,083 -12.5 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 269,869 202,905 —2507 
47. Shoes and other footwear ..ccsceeoseessoes ee 1,413,622 1,495,241 + 0.8 
18. Stationery, books and magaZineS -.-sesessssee- eol, 756 284,521 +13.0 
19. All other departments, total ..+-- Sica aii ae Ayned O19 eyuoo, COL + 8.0 


GOVT PUBNS » 


3 Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A, MackKINNON, M.P., 


Minister of Trade 


Vol. XV a4 No. 8 


Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales 


(1935-1939 = 


ing to monthly index numbers of retail sales 


' al movements and on the base 1935-1939 = 100 
July and at 147.5 for August, 1942, 


The 3 per cent decline in value 


which occurred during the first month of the 


acted in the corresponding period of 1942, 


_inereases between July and August took place 


annual volume of retail trade is transacted i 


Candy store sales and restaurant 
cent over August, 1942; jewellery store sales 
trades reported minor gains or declines. The 
decline of 20 per cent; furniture store sales 
store sales were off by 9 per cent. Decline 
to stores specializing in the sale of durable 
shops and of variety stores were down by ae D 
a decrease of 9 per cent, department store sa 


and Commerce 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


‘Dominion Statistician: S.A. Gudmore, M.A. (Oxon.) F.S.S., FoRoS.C. 


Chief, Internal Trade Branch; Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.SeSo 
Statistician: A ai, A.C. Steedman, B.A. 


Price .10 cents 


in Canada, August 9 1945 
100) 


é 


The doliar volume of retail purchases in Canada averaged 3 per cent 
lower in August of this year than last and was down by 4 per cent from July accord- 


computed from reports received from a 


sample number of firms representing twelve different lines of retail trading, The 
general index of sales, unadjusted for number of business days or for normal season= 


stood at 142.5 for August, 147.8 for 


of sales below August, 194¢ is the first 


decline recorded in the comparisons for corresponding months of consecutive years 
“Since the beginning of the war with the single exception of the comparison between 
“September, 1939 and 1940. Sales in September, 1940 did not reach the sudden peak 


war. Total sales for the first eight 


months of 1943 stand only four per cent above the dollar volume of business trans= 


On making allowance for differences in the number of business days in 
@ifferent months and for normal seasonal movements the seasonally adjusted index 

of sales moved upward from 155.4 in July to 162.0 in August. Adjustment factors for 
Seasonal movements were computed on the basis of the average experience over the 

' period from 1935 to 1939, The increase in the seasonally adjusted index between 
July and August represents a change in the seasonal distribution of retail purchases 
rather than an upward movement in the underlying trend in retail sales, Similar 


in the past three years followed by a 


return to lower levels in September, indicating that a largerproportion of the 


n August than was the case during the 


‘five-year period prior to the outbreak of the war. 


receipts both recorded gains of 21 per 
were up 19 per cent, while all other 
radio and electrical group reported a 
were down 16 per cent and hardware 
s below August, 1942 were not confined 
commodities. Sales of women’s specialty 
er cent; men’s specialty shops reported 
les were down 6 per cent while food store 


Sales were 2 per cent lower than in August last year. 


Sales of 19 departmental firms which reported sales by departments were 


8 per cent lower in August this year than las 
groupings with the exceptions of smallwares, 


t., Declines occurred in all commodity 
stationéry and miscellaneous departments. 


2 Te 
Sales of stationery and books were 11 per cent higher, with minor inereases recorded 
for the other two departments. Men’s clothing, women’s apparel and the footwear 
department all reported declines of 5 per cent in sales below August of last year, 
A decline of 9 per cent in‘ food sales may be attributed, at least partially, to the 
occurrence of only four Saturdays in August of this year and five Saturdays in the 
Same month of 1942, Declines of 4 per cent in drug sales and of 12 per cent in 
Sales of piece goods were recorded, Among the durable goods departments, home 
furnishings was the only classification to maintain sales close to last year’s 
volume, a decline of only 5 per cent being recorded, Decreases for other household 
groups were as follows: hardware, 17 per cent; furniture, 25 per cent; radios and 
music, 27 per cent and household appliances, 34 per cent. . 


Kind of Business 


Furniture. Stores ... 


maedware Stores .oocse 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 


Meeereral Index .coscoccce 
meecov and Shoe Stores cesose 
Meee y StOreS ssoccocecsoce 
- Men's Clothing Stores ..... 
Women's Clothing Stores ... 
MPemartment Stores .ssaccons 
BMS COLCS! gy scancnsss6oes 


oo 000 00 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


Radio and Electrical Stores 
PeseeurantS i ccoconvscoc 
Meariety StOFeS .ooovccs 


Beatash Columbia oo « 


(z) Not available. 


= B= 


(Comparisons are based on aotlar Gale No 


and 1943, by Kinds of: Business 


corrections have been made for higher prices.) 


August, August , 

1939 1942 
are +52 04 = O64: 
+102.6 + 0.8 
ae {ge} 421.95 
+66.2 = 9,4 

+103.1 Sulit, sb 

+491 = Dod 

+54, 7 +e Si6 

412.8 =15.6 

e008 450.6 = 158 
mek ees +2008 = 8.6 
412.7 20 8 

2060 +789 +20'.9 
aot +60.3 =O 7 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


Boot ant Shoe States 


Sales in 
August, 1943 


_ Region Compared with 
Sales in 
August, 1942 

GANADA GOCOCoOoOCHo On eBHOGAOOO + 0,8 
Maritime Provinces ooa.c000 +19 
Quebec 00008000090000000900 ow, aL ga 
Ontario 00900000800099099700 = 4,0 
Prairie Provinces .cocoeoce + 29 
9000090 +10.8 


August, 1943. 
+ Or = per cent compared with 


Indexes 


July , Jan.-Aug., 1943 


1943 Jan.-Aug., 1942 


) 
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9 
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Ferdi orrac eee 


Sales in 
August, 1943 
Compared with 

Sales in 
August, 1942 

Ine lud= Exelud-= 
ing tax ing tax 
SESE +17.7 
(424.8 +19 2% 
Loe +18.1 
+1166 +10.4 
tc 7 +3055 

+28.35 


+291 


Cumulative __ 


=) = 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Boots Men's 
Year and Month Index and Shoes Candy (h) Clothing(c) 
eee BSS Ae bas A B- A B 
August, 1929 .sese 135.6 '- 143.8 149.27 160.6 (g) (2) 1z3.7 169.9 
August, 1933 ssoc- 77.8 85.8 74,18 OES ar es 57.6 80.1 
August, 1939 cose 93.5 102.9 71.9) Sbagas fal, | tal 71.7 95.5 
August, 11941 scses 134.1 146.5 114.0. 132.7 IS8.7 , 165.6 ‘113.2 146.5 
August, 1942 so. 14725. 162.4 144.5 168.3 131.6. L577 131.5 172.6 
1942 
- Septeniber eee 1aoec'. 152.6 £65.58 LOG. 135.5 l167s8 155.8 154.9 
OSTOBSY hac uc.de iv4ee- 152.52 L7h. Be L6GsG 174.4 181.3 LOP oS ch 4Segl 
November .ococvo 16438. 161.6 157.4 169.0 157.0 L90ee 194.8 160.8 
DECOMDET<occowo 213.4 156.4 206.5 151.0 69502 1L7G.0 265.8 160.7 
1943 
JEDUBEY oo creaa 6 Iges9. 25506 103.7 153.4% 138,0. 19159 107.4 138.2 
Fobrgarye 5 oie. as 1S1 sO" 165.5 fodear Sale? LiSatowmubes. LileloeLecss 
March, 2h odes LSle4e 16778 13955 LIS. 14359 191.2 15649" 18250 
ASTI) gota wes LEVe7~ 165.3 126.4, 146.3 199.3 144.0 LOVLO™ Leg 
MAY cscs eee o 162,8° (15405 175.6 149.9 159.8 166.1 162.9 160.5 
PONG paced oo LoGae Lowe 198.5 16064 leee  LeGus 172.4 165.2 
POG soos 'c cater a L477 58. 130 4 L6kee 261268 149.8. 207.6 143.0 164.1 
AUSUSE 6.00008 6% 142.5 162.0 145.7 182.5 359.6: 2OLs7 119.2 263.9 


, 


Women’s 
Year and Month _ Clothing api aa pida'ci 
bi Actos ae A eae A B A B 
August, 1929 wooo 135,06 Ste2.9 12559 14g.1 130.0 127.0 
dagust, 1993 92.8% 68.6 87.8 74.7 88.9 84,1 84.3 
August, 1939 .6.00 68.6 95.3 80,4 95.7 99.5 99.7 
August, 1941. ..00. 119.7 .361.5 120.4. 146.7 182.0 Sis? 
August, 1942 ,.-.. 156.7 214.5 126.9. .154,5 148.5 149.2 
1942 | ( 
September wooo 169.1. 279482 L439 “Ldes7 147.6 146.8 
October wiocove 207.7 158.2 181.9 152.9 162.9 152.9 
November .ovooc 184.3 1972.7 187.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
December .cococ 261.8 174.1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 
1943 
Jee PV ong 550.0 127.2 174.5 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9 
February oovsoc 127.7 219.6 11642 154,35 149.0 165.3 
Maret ee 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 159.9 162.9 
yt er ae 214.5 167.0 157.9 153.5 156.9 161.9 
ee a 180.2 169.6 139.1 138.7 159.1 162.2 
WHR Ba cic site 174.9 157.3 136.8 130.9 154.4 164.2 
QUIS eG aes 151.9 1972.7 112.5 144.7 159.7 159.8 
AOGWSG.  ccaeis 139.3 198.0 119.9 147.1 153.9 157.2 


Tc) Includes men’s furnishings. 


(h) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains, 
(g) Not available, 


= 5+ 

aoe se + » Index ‘Numbers of Retail Sales ee for 1935-1939 = 100) 

an Unadjusted. Bo. Adjusted for. Number oF Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
; ia ielgures. for: the current year are subject to final revision) 


? 


en 


Groceries 


- Year and Month Furniture and Meats Hardware 

Di tiis0000 idles ey Ss ee SS Ce a ay : 
py L929 cece Te9ee 1ec.4 TBeres. et oO THOCAL BG 7 29 
I a A 72.4 70.6 8452 89.8 Wea 70.3 
pe 1959 ose s LOS AO 99.5 1O4gSr Tih. 8 122), 7M 25 
Bd Sh (0-06 a0 138.6 135.4 WAG. OF MASc 5 RUS OPM tla) 
Pe OAD o Gre os AD feast aL 4- aid 1G Op Re eos HOLeo, Loses 
September a ae TRO ke de I2G RL LOGO 6658. 239 
BeUODEL «coe. WAGs: VLE Oey oe 1649) Sees 166.6 Dagan 
November occovo6 TZ@so= LSE | 148.8 157.1 146.9 149.8 
WeEcember ooso00 i449! 1220.0 1W/6.4 Loan 16230, 14528 

1948 

~~ January Ganeioietee tees ducltiee Tapeee 157.6 95.4.9. SDD IS 
MebDrUary. sic 65.0 Ga, ee 149.07 65.10 99.1. 181.4 
ote 110.0 128.2 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9 
Brae biee'6.a0'0 00 TSe50 Leda Nirah allot) 44 eo “4a 
: MG eecerieasmrataeree eras ea ore Orrin, S17 7x eemmnna 7 See OSs eS Te 
RUINS)! 55 410 w1b ate 6 ee | Le ee AG NG Bie mie yenete 
; PMI E hia ben of oeb.wis te Obese 18059 WOROR WE dO eee AS 
= RGR ee eked UD ee auLOwe V47 6] eel40. 


August oO00o97 000 


Radio and 


Year and Month Uneetrivel S32) 


Restaurants 


Variety 


eB A B A B 
Beeueust, 1929 ...06 178.8 Bla 205.5 187.9 94.5 942 
Mee tuenst, 1933 oo... 60.3 74.9 91.7 84.9 7058 Foal 
meuewst, 1959 oso. 88,9 109.0 LOIs? 9 94,2 100.4. 106.6 
Bemeust, 1941 ...5. eayo: Mean 134.7 124.8 158.9 reach 
Baneust 1942-353. 12535" 15939 t50s6-" 24050 Leos esTs 
pi942 : 
~~ September ...0. ie ep ete 150.0 145.0 176.6. 188.5 
BEOVer ssc. 009 hoe eatin 156.6 151.8 204.5 185.0 
November ...ve. 130.4 106.4 150.2 1Gi.4 199.0 204.0 
December 5.000. 15eUs'* ATS 25 160.6 154.6 S46.6°" 178) 
1248 
BeeJenuery ...0co 114.6 148.0 LoS. 1 262.6 128.4 195.2 
February .o.00> 10is = 157.0 16 1 er 37 139.1 206.0 
ot oe, rr Loves" 128.0 764 76,9 153.5 198.8 


I ig ia oreo © lia 6 
2 i re EE ee! 
BS le gy aloes 3 107.2 
1 a oe OV ar 


Be ae ae an\a.2 © 100.2 


196.56 
184.8 . 
181.6 
172.5 
175.5 


-— 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision 
8000. 


Maritime Prairie British 
Year and Month CANADA Provinces Que bec Ontario Provinces Columbia | 


Men's Clothing phovosse! 


August, 1959 5... Cet 86.9 73502 67.2 65.0 88.7 
August, 1940 ...6 97.4 133.3 9200 94.8 86.0 Litel 
August 91941 vis 113.62 156.33 L669 108.5 92.8 121 a 
August, 1942 ..006 Laces L79.36 143.1 120.4 114.9 140.2 
1943 
DURES ws cee Hed 172.4 256.8 L796, 162.4 168.2 156.9 
MLL MICE Bem a Seca’ 143.0 250.95 136.8 ge 42's 164.0 146.5 
AM BUST 6.010 65 6 119.2 L762 Lue eo O62 129.1 128.6 
% Change, . 
August, 19435 , - 9.4 -~ 1.6 -17.6 -11.9 +12.4 - 8.3 
August, 1942 , 
% Change, 
Jan.=Aug. ,1943 - 0.4 + 5.0 - 5.6 - 3.7 +15.6 + 5.6 


Jan.-Aug. ,1942 
a a a 
Women's Clothing Stores 
aa 


AUCGUSGE, LISI Gates 68.6 85.6 64.35 65.0 7302 84.6 
AUZUST., TLOLO> 6% Go 96.0 L264. 85.4 954:7 92.4 120.3 
August, 1941 ....6 Lge? 150.L 120.0 LLaay 105.1 128.6 
Ausust, 1942 ,«s+ 156.7 17008 155 06 158.9 135.9 dia 
1943 
MILLIS a aos egies 6 174.9 202.9 186.1 169.0 LOO 9 1 ceed 
DULY ia see a oe i Odeo 184.9 141.1 149.0 160.0 171.4 
AUGUST! BERS «6 « LOD so 173.4 123.8 135.4 141.5 Li Sa7 
% Change, 
August, 1943 , sili besa - 3a ~17.6 -14.8 qa pede 1.2 
August, 1948 . | 
% Change, 
Jan.-Aug. ,1943 + 9.4 +1558 + 4,3 7 a ~ vebosd +L Tied: 


Jan.-Aug. ,1942 

RN OE IID 
Grocery and Meat Stores 

aaa sere ec A ADI 


August, 19359 ooo. 104.8 110.8 94.8 100.9 129.3 Alte 
August, 1940 .... 124.2 IS 1.5 109.6 121.9 150.9 139.6 
August, 1941. cc 146.0 150.8 151.1 145.8 L710 156.6 
August, 1942 ..6. 160.7 L69a7 149.3 156.4 184.0 179.6 
1943 ; 
FOLD. pie. 00% eran Dy glee? 189.6 180.6 157.9 181.2 179.5 
gL evr wet ks a 170.0 208.1 thoy ans) 161.0 LoOat 178.0 
PU hee Jo an amex 157.8 178.0 148.6 147.0 192.3 170.5 
% Change, 
August, 1943 , ~ 1.0 + 4.9 - 0.5 - 6.0 + 4.5 - 5.1 
August, 1942 . 
% Change, 
Jan.-Aug. ,1943 + 9.95 +10.4 + 8.7 + 1.6 + 6.5 + 4,8 


Jan.-Aug. ,1942 


(c) Includes men's furnishings, 


a 


Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
cee ee a AY 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


a as Marit ines ‘ Prairie British 
Year and Month CANADA provinces | Quebec Ontario provinces Columbia 


Department Stores 
AED 


MmIetSG, 1959 cesses 80.4 84,1 7259 Tie6 ChE, 93.5 
mest, 1940 .scooe 99,8 109.4 Mla Cheha) Sh ead 121.9 
mereust., 1941 ..c0ce 120.4 137.8 120.1 sir Ibe ff OVE 138.0 
PMCUSt, 1942 coccee 126.9 138.7 129.4 ie Clout MS ale 155.1 
1943 
MO. bo 608 63% 6 156.8 166.3 146.7 ole 128.3 144.4 
GUE sescdwaosce bi 139.9 108.8 101.4 DEO eS 140.5 
MUBUSC occ ccce ce 119.9 138.8 124.3 112.9 111.9 145.0. 
% Change, 
August, 194326 - 5.5 + 0.1 = 3.9 a eats: er hyeall - 6.9 
August, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.-Aug., 1943 + 0,5 + 1.7 +7026 = 309 + 4.5 + 3.8 


Jan.~Aug., 1942 
sae 19) ORS SN Sal eRe ey a Re LS 


Variety Stores 


DUCUSt, 1939. ..0ss6 100.4 118.4 104.0 94.7 Gist 106.2 
BURUST, 1940 osccce 135.0 174.0 137.7 128.5 1350.1 7 2 
BUUSt, 1941, « ccc 158.9 207.4 170.9 150.5 141.8 141.2 
August, 1942 ...cc6 IESG 204.0 203.0 165.4 166.6 152.5 
1943 | 

PORNO 8S 65°56 3 6 ah 6 184.3 20004 OL6is 7 166.7 178.9 134.6 

DLLY:.\2 @ op iwis wisitaré 0 183.4 207.8 206.8 165.4 1907 141.7 

MAURUSE. ooscescce 160,9 207.5 183.0 144.9 158.5 135.5 

% Change, 

August, 1943 ... ~10.7 -11.3 - 9.9 ~12.4 - 4,9 -ll.1 

August, 1942 ... 
% Change, | 

Jan.-Aug., 1943 + 1.8 + 0.9 + 5-0 - 0.4 + 4.5 - 1.0 


Jan.-Aug., 1942 


ru EO 
eeust, 19359 .eccoo 99.5 106.0 99.5 98.2 97.8 105.4 
Beet 1940 cencce 115.5 130.3 11636 115.0 Lib. T1957: 
Meese, 1941 ..6.00 152.8 151 «4 126.3 13255 132.3 128.5 
Peeust, 1942 .oscec 148.5 188.0 141.6 145.3 LAGS 154.4 
1943 
June oeoeve 070000086 154.4 182.4 146.8 149.0 Maye) alte 168.2 
MV ako asstl'g's 0-0 6 159.7 193.9 15152 153.2 167.3 172.8 
Maueust ssh oe bs. 153.9 194.4 L47e2 145.6 161.5 167.5 
% Change . 
React: 1945 se» + 3.6 + 3.4 + 3.9 + 0.2 +10.5 + 8.5 
em Aucust, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.-Aug., 1943  ° +10.4 412.1 410.4 + 7.6 413.1 +20.2 


Jan.-Aug., 1940 
_e-_-—_—_—— lwlé«wF_|\OONOO NN 


~~ 8% 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS ~~ 


August, 1942. re August , 1943 


(Based on dollar sales of 19° 1 zis ine Luding mail cin house) 


~ AUgust, ~~“ August > 
1942 1943 


di] a 
dD i) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS «++,e0cvcoerco» 22,451,040 20,628,232  ~ 


1. Women’s dressers Cogts pat Sultei. gir ao. odlade 2,481,406 2,274,976 


2. Girls’ and infants’ wear ..sccccoocsocescvecccs 697,505 740,195 
De OSLery ENG SLOVO aoa’ ae deine one ee eee see 276,388 765, 844 
4, Lingerie and corsets a chgpiom «3 69 dhegdle thera % ofp Abcate 930,082 840 , 182 
Sy Millinery sass (ays ces awe ay tana ta sateen teem ten dh edie nee 
6. Women's and children’s apparel-=(Total, 1-5) oa 9,080,025 4,837,911. 


7. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings . acs > o,Ll4l OES 2,026,382 


8, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ooo. 665 , 887 641,389 
9, Piece goods ve: COC H DODO HD DHX EKV0 CFO O00 OSZLCV OH OH OB aq at y 969,259 ‘E 701,029 
LO °o Smallwares "Oo 09 C00 70 0 99 GCO9RD VUOSO HH Cuoco gn0o00 gon OY oou 737 5 Q96 738 9 686 


iis Food and kindred products sosscuncevvecdeccvcen 2,045,677 1,856,171 


12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .. 1,852,262 1,385,962 


Pec Home furnishings cov GQgn0UM OOH ey es ee PS 1,683,019 1,606,149 


14,.. Household appliances and electrical supplies .. 726,514 ~~ 477.244 


iS. Hardware and kitchen utensils poole © 6 o TT 


16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies 
bi Ae Shoss and other fo IO ‘twear FPVOKYD OVERS 
18 Stationery, books and MAGZOSINES scks hood 


i9, All other departments, total ..... 


793,767 


2200000000800 Bel 9 vi 2,547,657 


% Change, 


-. 1943/1942 


1.4 


3 


a 


9.7 
coi gl een 


ad Oa 


4+10,7 — 


To 2.9 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, September, 1943 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


September sales of retail stores gained 11 per cent over August and were 
| 5 per cent higher than in September a year ago according to monthly index numbers of 
| retail sales computed from reports received from a sample number of firms represent+ 
ing twelve different lines of retail trading. The general index of sales without 
adjustment for number of business days or for normal seasonal variations, and on the 
_ base 1935-1939 = 100, stood at 158.3 for September, 142.5 for August and at 153.2 

for September a year ago. . ; 


| ' The 3 per cent gain compared with September, 1942 was about in line with 
the average increase for the year to date which stood at 4 per cent. The 11 per cent 
increase over August was slightly below the normal seasonal movement for this period 
i of the year, the index of sales adjusted for number of business days and for normal 
seasonal changes declining from 162.1 for August to 158.8 for September. The average 
of the seasonally adjusted indexes for the first nine months of the year stood at 
160.2. 

Conforming with recent trends, candy stores and restaurants reported 

| pronounced increases in September of this year over last, candy store sales gaining 
| 22 per cent and restaurants, 25 per cent. Jewellery store sales were up 17 per cent 
in the same comparison. Other trades reported minor gains or decreases. 


Department store sales gained 3 per cent over September, 1942, and were 
_ 82 per cent higher than in August. The average increase for the first nine months 
' of the year amounted to 1 percent. Increases of 17 and 16 per cent occurred in the 
Maritime Provinces and Prairie Provinces, but minor decreases occurred in other 
sections of the country. Variety store sales in Canada averaged 4 per cent lower in 
September this year than last. British Columbia sales were down 13 per cent, as 
sales in other parts of the country conformed closely with the result for Canada as 


a whole, 


Increases recorded in sales of men's clothing stores, women's apparel 
shops and shoe stores were fairly uniform at 1,4 and 5 per cent respectively. Pro- 
nounced gains occurred in the Prairie Provinces for all three groups. With the exX= 
ception of a 17 per cent advance in footwear sales in the Maritime Provinces, results 
in other sections of the country for the apparel and clothing trades were within a 
narrow range of the Dominion comparisons in their respective groups. 


Drug store sales gained & per cent and food stores reported sales 5 per 
| cent higher than in September of last year. Declines in sales of stores handling 
| durable goods were 8 per cent for hardware stores, 9 percent for furniture stores 
and 10 per cent for radio and electrical stores. 


are 


Sales of 19 departmental firms which reported sales by departments aver- 
aged 2 per cent higher in September this year over last. Sales of most durable 
household goods continued well below last year's figures, while a marked decline of 
11 per cent occurred in sales of food departments also. A decline of £9 per cent 
was recorded in sales of household appliances and electrical supplies while sales of 
radios and musical. instruments were 28 per cent lower. Sales of hardware and furni- 
ture were down 6 and 3 per cent respectively and home furnishings departments showed ~ 
sales only fractionally above those for September, 1942. Sales of women's clothing 
increased by 9 per cent, men's clothing sales were 8 per cent higher and footwear 
sales gained 3 per cent. Increases for September, 1943, over September, 1942, in 
other departments were as follows: drugs, 6 per cent; piece goods,-2 per cent; 
smallwares, 4 per cent; stationery and books, 10 per cent. 


Department store sales by departments for the first nine months of this 
year and last are summarized on Page 9 of this bulletin. The decline in volume of 
department store business to the end of September this year compared with the corres-= 
ponding period a year ago was slightly over one-half of one percent. Decreases 
predominated among the results for various commodity classes, the most serious 
occurring in sales of departments specializing in durable household goods. Sales 
of household appliances were almost a third lower than in 1942, sales of radio and 
musical equipment fell off 20 per cent, while furniture and hardware departments 
were both down 12 per cent. Minor declines of 1 or 2 per cent occurred in sales 
of men's clothing, piece goods, food and footwear departments. A 14 percent gain 
in sales of stationery and books was outstanding. Increases ranging from 3 to 6 
per cent were recorded by other departments as follows: women's apparel, 6 per cent; 
drugs, 4 per cent; smallwares, 4 per cent and home furnishings, 3 per cent. ‘ 


ms Ges 


Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 


(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices.) 


September, 1943 Cumulative 
+ or - per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business September, September, August, Jan,-Sept,., 1943 
1939 1942 1943 Jan.-Sept., 1942 
DEHE PA | IROC Kins as 00 eaie'e 2 tae +36.0 ap te) aie sat + 5.8 
PeOuwraul SOOC SLOTES ...asse< +58.7 we (OPO 2 a ea an ES. 
DEEPA STOTOS vas «oe wiv viene cases (g) +21.8 + 2.5 + Tel 
Men's Clothing Stores .....0- +54.5 uae Oe +51.6 ~ 0,4 
Women's Clothing Stores wesc. +60.3 + 4,4 +262 ae ters 
Department Stores csecsecases +35 06 +- Bal +31.6 + 009 
DIM OGOL CS 666 «6.4.94, wie 0s 90 40 +51.9 + 705 45 Dowdle +10.1 
WUGREPUPe (SCOTS «4:3 c-cis 0s v4 3:6 OSS - 9,4 + Shes) 2-740. 
Grocery and Meat Stores ....4- +51,.7 4.9 - 1.5 + 5.3 
HELGOWEGC MO UCAS sexe «6 e1¢% 4.5 ar0 +11.5 = tee l Pee - 4.9 
Radio and Electrical Stores . - 0.9 -10.1 +1941 ~15,.2 
RESUEULANLS «scr eesevewees 0 80 +7924 424.5 + Big ay Fe 
WGC EVES DOROS- + ecvetsnsise b6/s > +4.7 9 = Oe) + 6.4 at elle 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores 
Sales in 
Sales in September, 1943 
September, 1943 Compared with 
Region Compared with Sales in 
Sales in September, 1942 
September, 1942 “Tnelud=- ~Bxelud 
ing tax ing tax 
CANADA» 6's o¥ + ganas we + 206 +16 .5 +15.9 
Maritime Provinces ceerasee +16.8 411.5 410,86 ~ & 
QUEDEC seasscsevvsvescsecne + the Zoe? +16.8 +1662 
OHGETI-O- dosage Hb seis ceeceses -~ 4.1 +1500 +14.9 
Prairie Provinces .evcscueva +14,.5 +2546 +2405 
British Columbia ..secwssec + Ded +15,1 413.5 


carp cannes pn CC EL LCI LLL LALLA, LI IC ALE LSC LL ELL IED 


(g) Not available. 


a £ a 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 

Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


A B ‘A B A B 


> 
tg 


September, 1929 ...- - 158.5 144.2 1488-166. 1--- (g) (g) 144.8 167.8 
September, 1935 ...- 87.7 84,4 90.8 91.0 (zg) . (g) 74.4 78.1 
September, 1939 wesc 116.4 109.9 122.2 108.0 {g) (g) 115.4 1LO92 
September, 1941 .... 137.5 1356.4 133 ab -124,8  2267%- 15954 128.4 1350.4 
September, 1942 ..<s 15jue 152.6 165.5 156.7 1353973 “26776 1535.8 154.9 
1942 
OCtouer cieccases 974.35 - ISP a 175.8 160.9 174.4" Teils””” T9759 24608 
November .cceese . 164.8 161.6 157 44° 769.0 357.2 ° Fs0re 194.8 160.8 
December wuewee 213.4 156.4 206.5 251.0 39552" 170.50 265,06 Y60.7 
1943 
January ..... : 128,9. 155.8 103.7) 3335.4; 135870 ° “I9Tss 10754 138.2 
February ..%s... . 151.0 168,5 1 eels? BIST CPTI ps OP Cs 2s 
MARCH Gu dswseuan . 15].4- 167.8 1395 1987 14359" T3is 136.9 182.0 
ipril . Ee ; I67 a7 163,35 186.1 145.5 199.3 144.0 187.0 176.1 
May Baku EWesen 162.8 154.5 17526 149.9 159.8 "266.1 162.9 160.5 
JUNE Ss cule os ae ae 186.8: 155 19825 “160.4 12270 “18675 172.47 16cm 
TEES concurs wea awe 147.8 155.4 161.5 161.8 14952 °°207.6 143.0 164.1 
August «ses coun 142.5 162.1 144.8 181.4 158.3 200.1 117.8. 161,9- 
September ...-.«e>5 15855 158.8 16945 160.7 16255 204.5 155.0 15944 
Women's 
Year and Month Clothing Department Drugs 


D> 


2A B A B 


September, 1929 ae 126.4 149.7 140.7 143.9 ; 116.9 124.3 
September, 1933 ‘ 80.9 86.8 93.3 90,4 85.9 86.6 
September, 1939 . 110.2 109.7 417.3 115.3 104.4 101.1 
September, 1941 ... 134.8 144.0 158.6 156.6 130.4 130.5 
september, 1942 .... 169.1 179.2 454.9 25227 147.6 146.8 
1942 
October es 207.7 158.2 18],9 152.9 162,9..152,9 
November <.cscecs 184.3 172.7 187.4 168.5 148.4 154,7 
December ...se+ss 261,8 174.1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 
1943 
JODUAPY sscccacde 127.2 174.5 107.8° 148.1 151.55 -15839 
February =< 127.7 219.6 116.2 °°35445 149.0 165.3 
March " PF 156.8 390.7 145.4 164.3 159.9 262.9 
April ; 214.5 167.0 157..9* 254525 154.9° -L6L69 
MAS ers ceauae ods 180.2 169.6 139.1 ° 1358.7 159.1 162.2 
June TTT =P 174.9 157.3 156.8. 330.9 154.4 164.2 
SUI goa foe ee ; 151.9: 27207 11205 144.7 159.7 159.8 
INEREE .ciuaed eas 1359.9 199.0 120.9 148.4 153.8.,15741 
september .cecces 176.6 189.4 159... 1356.8 158.6 1558.3 
(h) Condy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 
\g) Not available 


a e: 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


: Groceries 
Year and Month Furniture and Meats Hardware 
A B A B A B 
“September ,° 1929 see. 164,4 157.5 125,0. 135.4 aes LOLS 
September, 1933 .... 86.1 71.8 88.3 84,1 84.2 74.0 
September, 1959 .... 115.4 97.49 117,59 118.2 135.6 115.3 
September, 1941 ....% TOL Ss ee UES GSO oe: dey eons NEGO 
September, 1942 .... bes) | AAA: 148.1 152.9 N6SeS.° Vogew 
1942 
WCUODCT” eel w.bb <5 JACEE «20 ah MEANeL Loe ae 166.6 - 142.1 
INOMEMbDET! sieee 6b &% BOLTS slab. 9 Imeye. 15648 146,9 149.8 
EGE MDOD (fest ie se APL) EOP w) oi Belk. WOO st 162,0 145,¢8 
1943 
DOMUSIC Vite ss ad 00's 0 Ol |S weeloyr oo LoSce 15756 95D. Loose 
EG DIPUAIN Vu ee ose 8 « Dagon ete + 149.7 163.0 99,1 181.4 
IV SUIRC Ia rea ote skeet: « ¢ MVOLO, VAZeiye 166.4 163,6 UG. S.  tio.9 
INORG “BARBS Sar or W2no elias oO 7 Bae Alaa? 144.2 141.4 
(MIAN mt ctevets. 6501646 6.0.0r ee AS Omani ru IV? ed. 16754 U68.9 leo. 0 
DiLIIe © lnrets tera sigrersis) sie 6 AA lt syes7/ a Oe 746 IGS ee ):8' Aiea 
So 1 ee 8 eer Ral es SS WiOG Oa O10 1:64.62 5-09 
UCU SL sie. as ee © 6 lee aalel ees IS Viee ADO 148.1 141.0 
SEptember “co's ieee 116.4 102.8 DED So). UG SIe, SED yee Ores 
coe asa ten ib ath ein Abe a cae eae cal SMe UR A Sani el El RS 8) ea eS En eee 
———eeeeoeeeeeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeoEeoEeoeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeoEoEoeeeeeeeeelleeeeeEeeeeEeEeEeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeaeEeEeaeEeEeEeEeyEy———E———E——>——————ESSSSSSS 
Radio and ; 
Year and Month Electrical Restaurants Variety 
A B A B A B 
September, 1929 coe 252.7  eli.4 12563.  Lelse 8255 90.7 
September, 1933 .... 84.0 65.0 90.4 86.2 1608 Doe 
September, 1939 ..co HAO). SUCKS) OAR 1 gore ibys elon. 
- September, 1941 .... 158,27 2O5e0 MS yf ALAS) SS LOR 6 Orb 6ee6 
September, 1942 seco 134.9 132.6 150.0- 145.0 E7666) 2SSs> 
1942 
CEGODCT “sere sis clee > 143495 shies 156.6 151.8 _ £04,5 185.0 
NOVEMDEID smc see A 130,4 106.4 TDOGA = LOU. 199.0 204.0 
December ..c-ocere LB eO eV aan MOA BETS Moy Moyaitcy  uleiASwal 
£945 ( 

Peeanuay y Sse 66.2 s0.8 tid. G 4G TESS ln MING Zinle IS 4 eed Oc 
MeDeUsey Gees «os : 101.9) 18h ISS MS a 139.1 ¢06.0 
MBPRCH sic baie vos © LiOe2 Tieeino eee AVES) TDOE tae ete 
MCL) peace ren dss 114.8 125.9 TEES SIPS) Leoe9 195.6 
MAY carvecueseens ILIAG WORE dea ie EAT Oe @ 190.0 184.8 
{haloSY TA oe ae OVS ee so ILO POSS pea, S -LSle6 
BIg ete «= els BES oe O77 Vase T7640 166.1 163.4 172.0 
DU CUS Gs «eo iauees es LOO FO Ara ANSON AOSIAy MGOse aS 
September eeeceee 19,0. VOR es 186.8 L79ae 170,4 1835.4 


srr nnn nnn nnn nnn ne Etat ath nSa SUSE SUIS ESSE SENSES Rn 


ok A 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail. Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Maritime Prairie Bro aek 


Men's Clothing Stores 


September, 1939 ..6,. 115.4 102.6 ee ats 110,3 143.6 112.2 
September, 1940 ... L070 130.8 99.8 LOG. 9 109.9 LOG. 7 
September, 1941 ... 128.4 IO so 122.9 164,5 15605 + « SABES 
September, 1942 ... 153.6 LoGiee 15240 149.3 145.6 158.0 
L943 
THEI [a ore ee ae lara ae 143.0 Parehe aC oe 196.6 129.7% 164.0 146.5 
AUZUBT 2% «aia wie \due Lee Lee Lee 103.7 127.9 128.5 
September ....0. 155.0 197 #4 154.9 146.7 166.0 146.8 , 
% Change, 
September, 1943 + 0.8 + 0.4 + 1.9 = Le? +14.0 - 7.1 
September, 1942 
% Change, 
Jan.-Sept., 1943 - 0.4 + 4.4 - 4,7 - 3.7 +15 ae, + 4.0 


Jan.=Sept. , 1942 
TORN SPOUSES DA a REPS 2 AS ERE Be Piha SN LR RR Mal omer tests Obed tec east ote beet de Be 
Women's Clothing Stores 


September, 1939 se. 11062 935.5 104.2 1i1%0 118,01 11546 
September, 1940 ss 114.0 T3034. 103.1 ie ES Rap d 106.3 12353 
September, 1941 ... 134.8 154.4 128.8 Lb Gee 135245 155.7 
September, 1942 ... oh? PR 187.9 162.8 174.1 148.6 bS6.6 
1943 : 
JULY eee ae ores S 6 a sh aad! Goa 141.1 149.0 160.0 171.4 
AUGUST YEG eGRe ae 15979 ae) 72835 135.4 145.2 173.5 
September sco. ¥ 176.6 189.5 Poon Tee ee ied Lola eb 
% Change, 
September, 1943 + 4.4 +09 - 200 + 459 +195.6 +. 240 
September, 1942 
% Change, 
Jan.-Sept., 1943 + 8.8 +116 + 3.5 $e. 792 +20.1 +15.3 


Jan.-Sept., 1942 


Seat ceo WES Ae See ee Oo Oe a 
5 Grocery and Meat Stores 


September, 1939 ... L733 leeeo Rlive 115.4 136.9 118.2 
September, 1940 ... 108.9 118.4 102.0 LOG.3 124.6 103, 9 
September, 1941 ... 133.7 147.4 L261 132.0 146.0 134.1 
September, 1942°... 148.1 168.5 142.0 141.4 164.6 156.8 
1943 ' 

JULY Sgceviscezas 17O.0 208.1 rec 161.0 195.7 178.0 

AURUBT gesodaces 157.7 178.6 148.4 147.3: 191.8 168.8 

September .oicee PSso 184,0- 149.8 146.6 176.3 153.2 
% Change, 

September, 1943 + 4.9 + 9,2 * 5.0 ¥ al + Tet - 2.5 


September, 1942 

% Change, 
Jan.-Sept..,. 1943 yy ea arora Ea NALS + 8,4 + 1.8 +-6,5-- + 4.5 
Jan.-Sept., 1942 

a a I OT eR 
(c) Includes men's furnishings, ; 


Sm ees 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


plaice Maritime , Ha orem Peers Yemen Wale os = Fal 
Year and Month CANADA Provinces Quebec Ont ario Provinces Columbia 
Department Stores 
Sepe-ember.,..1959~ 0-06 WRB ERS LOO.21 LL al 117.4 120.6 nip aioe?) 
peptember, 1940 ... 114.1 114.8 LG. e TAT ee 107.3 116.46 
september, 1941 ... 138.6 149.7 140.6 138.2 Lele % 147.5 
peprember sy 1942: 5 154.9 169.7 16637 25720 156.2 169.6 
1943. 
ois 0 Eager, Ses Le 0 16929 108.8 101.4 110.8 140.5 
PUSS pele xo 6-0 L069 140.8 126.0 115.9 Dif. 145 1 
DEPTeMber <<. sks. 159. % sO Pe ADD%o 148.8 157.8 164.8 
% Change, 
September, 1943 + Cat AIT fon) = O27 = Dae +1569 - 2.8 
September, 1942 
% Change, 
Jan.-Sept., 1943 prey se >) + Oe + 0.6 - 5.7 + -6.0 ees 


Jan.-Sept., 1949 


Variety Stores 


Sept ember , IGOR. G5 MED lo ey Oat, 2ie 8 HODe 0) Ae LO7.2 
September, 1940 ... 1lg0«. 16042 WAS A es2 OAS) Los 9 
Sephember, 1942. 2.5 15249 20861 we | LOee7. 141.35 148.9 1352.5 
peptember, 1942 «wes IDES 226.8 197.4 HG Ow al OOo 146.9 
1945 
yi wo bie ab % TOL 183.4 woree 206.8 165.4 NS Oar 141.7 
PUIES os clea eink s 160.2 B07 40s « ipeeUe) 145.0 1DSEo HSS <9 
DOOM SMO CIC shone see 170.4 Bode O MEST ONO) SEBS) ll LED DO NAS, 
% Change, 
September, 1943 - 5.0 - 2.6 - 0.7 - 4,8 - 0.2 -135.3 
September, 1942 
% Chance, 
Gan.eSept.,91945° 41.1 + 0.5 ral ARNG i 46 Aes 


Jan.-Sept., 1942 


Drug Stores 


September, 1939 .., 104.4 LOS oF 100.5 101.9 113.7 108.8 
September, 1940 ... 112.3 115.0 107.8 111.2 117.0 116.4 
September, 1941 ... 130.4 143.9 127.2 129.4 1ohes 127.6 
September, 1942 ... 147.6 1720 140.5 143.1 bS0.1 160.3 
1943 , | 

cS ao ee a 15o 195.9 151.2 19342 167.3 172.8 

PREIS. sceeeces 15948 194.9 146.8 145.6 160.8 168.1 

September ...006 158.6 187.6 Mole eT tele 162.6 181.2 
% Change, : | 

Septerber, 1943 + 7.5 + 6.0 + Bei. + 6.0 + 8.5 +13.0 


September, 1942 


% Change, 
Jan.-Sept., 1943 410.1 +11.4 +10 7L + 7.4 +1265 +19.5 


Jan.=Sept., 1942 


- 8 « 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS . 


September, 1942 and September, 1945 _ 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail ordér houses) 


September, September, % Change, 
1942 1943 1943/1942 


TOTAL SAIES, ALL DEPARTMENTS o,+e+e+2 28,882,949 29,341,042 + 1,6 

1. Women's dresses, coats and SUITS seseeeenee 3,240, 930 3,449 , 603 +. 6.05 

2. Girist and infants? wear ».w'ssspeeamesscwany dy G50, 04k 1,719,153 +16,1 

3. Hosiery and ZlOVeS snceceneateccescevcveres 1,170,460 1,275,415 + 9.0 

4, Dingerioe- and corsets ..svesseesevcssasedgee Lyl 76,012 1,322 , 437 412.5 

Ss Miliinery 9. ss6« eee TC ee ee Ee CRE COCKS 434,062 442,962 Bel 

6, Women*s and children's Nera ee oe 1-5) 7,501,805 | 8,205,570 + 9.4 

7, Ments and boys! clothing and furnishings .. 5,944,247 3,815,308 + 7.66 

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations. 683,691 721,838 + 5.6 

9. Piece Go0odS wacvevrsce act ade wean egans Med ehe pL coe 2,445,443 + 2.0 

10,- Smallwaeares .weevctenceac's a re cc alegisne ¢ eae 944,876 978,183 + 3.5 
12, Food and kindred products ..e.ssascsh +> der ve hy Leos eee 1,954,640 ~10.9 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,695,652 1,649,456 - 2.7, 
1Se Home furl Imes 46.6 es ees asec d seek ok « ieee wns C40, fae 1,945,324 + 0.2 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 885 519 631,617 -28,7 
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils .....seseeeeee 978,251 917,099 «266% 
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 415,954 501 , 493 -27.0 
17, Shoés Gnd other Photwear 1... cseeseccvssqaeus Slo, ore 2,204,334 + 3.4 
18, Stationery, books and magazines wsseeerccvee 544,730 598,083 + 9.8 
19, All Other departments, total savcsscccrdeons Opel unt 2,974,654 =~ 1ae 


eB 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January to September, 1942 and 1943 


Wonen*s dresses, coats and SULTS sce ee ses see 
Gyo eS Once nil Ant S* WEEE s as sey oes dei eck 


OS OU SCS) OT ES v4 «00 6 wee aesise < paves ce sss 


inn Ola Carers d eCOurs Cl Sues cae istcus ele creiauels efevcrere eueiare 
ide MOY os a ods 66 Naess es ew Ste N. oS ee SS 3 4 Bays 
Women's and children’s apparel~-(Total, 1-5) 
Ments and boys' clothing and furnishings ... 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations , 
PICCS LOOKS sacodsaecacesdeesenesroscebaresyss 
SHB BIGeS: Len aS orga. Gide Conn 6 Somat. Code oe 
Wooo and Kindred Products Ve ascctat stews sven 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 


eorveweeooves 01H HAH 8 F329 © 


Home furnishings 2.2... 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 


Hardware and kitchen utensils ....\sercsscee 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...' 


Shoes and other footwear ce#orovaH O00 09eeP826925 820 
Stationery, books and magaZineS eoscsseccceve 


All other departments, total cocccvscecssece 


SS 


1942 


23,164,273 
7,712,837 
8,673,795 
9,850,651 


£52) SO. 


51,923,357 


23,526,520 
6,194,118 
17,364,594 
7,266,071 
19,925,890 


13,717,343 


15,640,595 | 


6,430,688 
9,880,268 
2,956,930 
15,857,893 
2,986,915 


23,306,742 


1943 


$ ® 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS «cooceeceoees 216,978, 924 


24,958,449 
8,632,383 
9,012,272 


9,672,105 


25 , 825 , 805 
6,462,032 
17,025,727 
7,574,006 
19,700,816 
12,107,895 
16,067,253 
4,330,648 
8,661,198 
2,370,713 
15,749,443 
3,404,496 


23 ,835 ,543 


Sn 


Jan. to Sept. Jan. to Sept. % Change, 


1943/1942 
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Menthly Indexes of Retail Sales in Canada, October, 1945 


Retail sales in Canada were 10 per cent higher in October than in Sep- 
tember and were practically unchanged from October a year ago according to monthly 
index numbers of retail trade compiled for twelve individual kinds of business. 
Total sales for the first ten months of 1943 averaged only 3 per cent above the 
corresponding bolees of last year. The general unadjusted index of sales on the 
base 1935-1939 = 100 stands at 173.0 for October compared with 158.0 for ls int 
and 174.2 for Beeouee: 1942. 


; Qn making allowances for differences in the number of business days in 
different months and for normal seasonal variations, the adjusted index stands at- 
157.1 for October compared with 158.5 for September. Seasonally adjusted indexes 
for eight of the twelve trades for which figures are available declined between 
September and October while in four instances the adjusted index moved upward. 


Jewellery store sales averaged 21 per cent higher in October of this year 
than last, all regions of the country sharing in the increase with gains ranging 
from 5 per cent in Quebec to 39 per cent in the Prairie Provinces being reported. 
With this exception, the other trades included in the survey and dealing chiefly in 
durable. merchandise registered lower than in 1942 both for the month of October 
and also for the year to date. Furniture store sales averaged 12 per cent lower 
in October this year than last and were down by 8 per cent in the ten-month com- 

parison, Radio and electrical store sales declined 17 per cent for the month of 
October and 16 per cent for the first ten months of this year compared with last. 
Hardware stores transacted 6 per cent less dollar business in October of this Nese 
than last and were down by 5 per cent for the year to date. 


Restaurant receipts were 15 per cent higher in October of this year than 
last and averaged 21 per cent higher for the first ten months. Candy shops con- 
stituted the only other trade to register an appreciable increase, a gain of 9 per 
cent over October, 1942 being recorded with sales for the first ten months of the 
year standing 7 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago.: October sales 
for other trades included in the survey were maintained within narrow limits of the 
volume of business transacted in October last year. 


Data available on a regional basis generally show the Prairie Provinces 
standing highest in point of view of increased sales over 1942 both for the month 
of October and also for the first ten months of this year. Department store sales 
in the Prairie Provinces averaged 3 per cent higher in October of this year than 
last and were up by 6 per cent for the year to date. Comparable percentage changes 
for Canada ag a whole and for the other economic divisions of the country between 
October’ of this year and last, with results for the first ten months in brackets, 


LP] 
- Gg 


are as follows; Canada, -4 per cent Chnteeteere Maritime Provinces, +1 per cent (+4 
per cent); Quebec, -3 per cent (unchanged); Ontaric, -5 per cent (-4 per cent); 
British Columbia, -18 per cent (unchanged). 

Food stores including grocery and combination grocery and meat establish- 
ments transacted approximately the same dollar business in October of this year as 
last and were up 5 per cent for the first ten months of the year. Corresponding 
percentage changes for the month of October for the various economic divisions, with 
results for the year to date in brazi«ts, are as follows:. Maritime Provinces, + 6 
per cent (+10 per cent); Quebec, +l per cent (+8 per cent); Ontaric, +1 per cent 
(+2 per cent); Prairie Provinces, +5 per cent (+6 per cent); and British Columbia, 
~4 per cent (+4 per cent). 


Sales for 19 departmental firms which report their sales by departments 
averaged 3 per cent lower in October, 1943 than in the corresponding month of 1942. 
Sales of departments specializing ir. durable goods continue to show major declines 


compared with oO? pericds. The household appliance and electrical supplies de- 
partment rene declins of 28 per cent below October, 1942, while the radio anc 
musical instrument departme corded a decline of 46 per cent. Total sales for 
the women's S appars] department were down sl tehtly by_2 percent while 
the men’s and eee slothing and furnishings department was maintained-.at the Octo-= 
ber, 1942 level ae department declined 8 per cent, food and. kindred 
products, 10 5 per cent and home furnishings, 5 per cent. The 
tic 


L 
drugs and toilet piiieh es and ae ms department reported an increase of 7 per 
cent while a more substential gain of 16 per cent was recorded for stationery, books 


Pa ses jailee ) Ged spe eS eae 5 oie 2 3 7 
Regional Trends in Retail Trade = Third Quarter, 1943 


LL 


The general index of retail sales is prepared for each of five economic 
divisions of Canada. These are based on results for seven trades for which rezion- 
a. statistics are compiled, namely, men's clething stores, women’s apparel shops, 


department stores, country general stores, variety stores, food stores and drug 
stores. The composite index for the five regions reveals that sales in Canada as 
& whole were 4 per cent higher in the third quarter of this year than last. This 
represents a slight narrowing in the extent of increase in 1943 sales over 1942, 
gains of 6 per cent having been recorded in each of the first two quarters. Cumu- 
lative indexes for the first nine months averaged 5 per cent above those for the 
January-to-September period of last year. 


The increase over 1942 established during the first six months of 1943 
in the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie Provinces was maintained in the 
third quarter. Increases of 9 per cent for the Maritime Provinces in the first 
two quarters were followed by a 10 per cent gain in the third quarter. An increase 
of 9 per cent for the Prairie Provinces in the latest quarter compares with gains 
of 8 per cent in the first quarter and 12 per cent in the second. Results for the 
year-to-date showed gains of 10 per cent occurring in both the Maritime and Prairie 
Provinces. Increases in Quebec have been gradually reduced, gains of 8, 7 and 4 
per cent in each quarterly period resulting in an average advance of 6 per cent for 
the first nine months of this year over last. A reversal in trend was apparent in 
results for British Columbia where increases of 9 and 7 per cent in the first two 
quarters were followed by a 2 per cent decline in the third quarter. The average 
gain for the year-to-date amounted to 6 per cent. The results recorded in Ontaria,. 


where sales were up 1 per cent in the first quarter, 2 per cent in the second quar- 
ter and unchanged in the third quarter, were more uniform than those recorded in 
other sections of the country. Ontario sales were 1 per cent higher in the first 
mine months of this year’ over last. 


Quarterly Comparison of Saies in First Nine Months of 1943 and 1942, by Provinces 


CANADA Maritime Quebec Ontario Prairie British 


Provinces Provinces Columbia. 

First Nine Months oo. — + 5.2 + 9.6 + 5.9 + lel +958 + 8.6 
First Quarter ococ.0s00000 + 5.6 + 9.4 + 7.9 +124 + 7.8 + 9.4 
Second Quarter ..oce0e0d00 + 602 + 9.2 + 6.5 + 1.9 #12,0 + 7.4 
PAP CeO UArtSY. 6 .¢002 000688 £ 3.9 +1023 + 3.5 (a) + 9.3 - 1.5 


(a) Unchanged. 


; - 455 
Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 
Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices. ) 


; October, 1943 Cumulative 


+ or = per cent compared with Indexes 

Kind of Business October, October, September, Jan.-Oct. ,1943 

1939 1942 ' 1943 Jano -OCt. ,1 942 
General “tndex-cuwreeeer sevens +46.7 - 0.7 + 9.5 SES 
Boot. and Shoe Stores «sides "+66 .8 - 205 + 1.4 + 6.5 
Gandy Stores cs auresews ewes (g) +0 B57 +16.8 + 703 
Hen's Clothing Stores ..-ss- +48 .2 + 0.4 +27.4 - 0.2 
Women’s Clothing Stores .... +57.9 - 0.6 417.1 + 7.5 
Department Stores. . wwe. ee +32.6 - 3.5 +10.4 *° O08 
Drug Stores sce es Maat s +60.2 +595 + 8.4 + 9.5 
Furniture Stored) | secwawces a> - 1.3 -12.1 +10.7 - 8.1 
Grocery and Meat Stores ..c. +60.9 + 1.6 + 7B + 4.9 
Hardware Stores srsswt vores +24.9 - 5.7 + 4.4 - 4.6 
Radio and Electrical Stores. - 7.5 ~16.6 + 2.8 -15.6 
ROG SANT AIIUS so s20 cs baielsarelave cee ot +74.,7 415.3 = Bot +20.8 
VOrT6Gy OS USGeS, «oa gsi aspera e's #68 oh ~ 4.3 +15.0 + 0.4 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores. 


> in ne ee 


[2 eee Boot and Shee Stores Jewellery Stores 


ales in 
Sales in October, 1943 
October, 1943 Compared with 
Region Compared with Sales in 
Sales in October, 1942 
October, 1942 Includ-= Exclud= 


ing tax ing tax 


CANADA (wusmedwia.cee ve me 20d +20.8 +20.7 
Maritime Provinces ...cccscoe he Sis 2 +2755 +267 
CURE OA a icciahaiats x nise tireless Wie o inda ts me Ved + 5.3 + 5.8" 
MTG TOA Ase Siti otard wine erone wok eae ~ 5.3 +26.5 +26.,0 
Presnie «Prosire esas: “cata tan + 8.2 +38.5 +37.8 
bripish Columbia... was <xce Jee = 6.1 + 6.9 +" B20 


(g) Not available. 


Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1935- 1939 = 


Jie 


100) 


Ao Unadjusted. 6B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


October eetatet st aii 


Includes men's furnishings. 
(n) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 


(g) Not available. 


Boots 


Men's 


General reat 
Year and Month Index and Shoes wick = Qlothingle 
A B A B A B A B 
‘October, 1929 ooo. 159.2. 142.6 169-6 ~ 16551 (g) (g) 235.1 184.5 
|) October, 1933 ....- Seber 6%.8 89.9 9663 (g) (g) 92/5. ahihlh 
| October, 1939 .... 11eSe 11d 103.0 103.9 (g) (g) 133.8 110.9 
October, 1941 .... 162,515 258.) 135.4 12908: 145.6. 156.5 169.4 133.4 . 
October, 1942 .... 174.2» 152, 2 175.8 160707 174.4. 181.5 197.5 148.1 - 
1942 
~~ November 2.2.0. 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 157.2 190.2 -194.8 160.8 
December .oseco 213.4 156.4 206.3 151.0 395.2 170.0 263.8 160.7 
1943 : 

RTE TURIY ‘vies. 128.9 155.8 105.7 185.4) “13660; 191.9 ‘107.4 «13852 
(February. ...... 133.0 168.5 13%.2-281ate Waser" 1VIL1 Td adest 
March (43% 5 06 151.45 167.8 139.3 198.7 143.9 191.2 136.9 182.0 
oa ee 16 bee S.3 186.1 145.3 199.3 144.0 187.0 ..176.1 
MACE Eelo's Se clalals + » 162.8 154.5 175.6 149.9, 159.8 166.1 162.9 160.5 
fit, EC eee nee 158.8 155.5 198.5 160.4 122.0 186.5 172.4 165.2 
PUEVE Ls a iecleele'o 6 14%. Ge" 1155.4 LOTS; LOUISE o TAS 20756 143.0 164.1 
Meta Ge ces: 142058 16201 144.8 T8lsa! W6els 200.1 117.8. “261.9 
September o.oo 158.0 158.5 .169.5 160.8 162.3 204.3 155.6 159.9 
Oe tober. <ieitine 173,071 67.2 171.8; V8e4s 169.6 202.3 198.3, 153.1 
; | 
: ; Women's - : 

Year and Month Clothing poner Vaeny eben Sh) Bee! 
hated A B A B we B 
October, 1929 .... 147.2 149.2 168.3 139.4 (23,1 .12201 
October, 1933 ..-- 82.9 89.4 106.3. 94.7 84.7 86.2 
October, 1939 .... 13087 1206 132.4 6c118.0 107.1 106.8 
October, 1941 ...- 164.1 181.3 *' 1602.05 136.5 f41.6) 135.9 
October, 1942 ..-. 207 air 158.22 1835-99552. 9 162.9 152.9 

1942 ; 
“November ..ccos 18493. 172.7 187.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
December ....<. 261.8 !174J1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 

1943 
PUEGUNET'Y do Oaié'o'o"s 127% 02 1 17465 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9 
February 2c LET S2u9s6 Ti6se- 154.5: 149.0 165.8 
March ...sccces 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 199.9 162.9 
ne ae 21495 ¢ 1670 157% 9's 153.5 156.9 161.9 
PUA Golo'< <c-, cetele os 180.2; 169.6 130, tie dee..7 159.1 > l6aee 
RIA Ww dlv, steele 0's 174.9 157.3 136.8 130.9 154.4 164.2 
PIA ies <p. 6 silo #0 151.9 172.7 112.5 144.7 169.7 159.8 
August «..cvces 139.9 199.0 120.9 148.4 165.8 -157.8 
September ...0> 176.02)! 188.9 159.1 156.8 158.5 Ver «a 

206.4 165.8 L765 1155.5 171.6 164.2 


o § 3 
‘Index Numbers of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
A. Unedjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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Neer eee er VOCE 


: Groceriés 
Year and Month Purni ear ene aaitdatnn ee Hardware ex, 
ee ee et A EB ee eee 
October, 1929 cooo . 18835 152.9 13F.T ? 15455 - 169.2 139.0 
October, 1933 soo 1839 . 7282 85.6 89.1 BT. athe 
October ; 1939 ceo. #80.6 113.5 103.9 108.2 » © 12568) LITE 
October, 1941 2.0. 140.5 1178 145.2 143.0 164.7 140.5 
October, 1942 soo 146.6 120.1 164.6 162.2 16656" 142.84 
1942 ) | 
—"Hovember so.000 120.8 116.9 148.5 156.8 146.9 149.8 
December 250000 IAL, S% 12050) © - 17602 16327 162.0 146.8 
1943 af fae ! : 
PAMVALY “sic oo 08 91.5 137.2 i. T5SLVH9 4576 93.5,°'155.8 
February 5.0500 94.8 121.4 149.7 163.0 99.1 181.4 
Maoh Fira\d oreo aga 1107/0 12842 166.4 163.6 116.8 159.9 
Php) Mos de o hoe 13239 12553 1720 1L7L9 144.2 141.4. 
Way a tse dock o 14850. 1)6i7 L7H BENGRA 168.9 128.0 
JUNO Pirdielols-c 50 Hides 1 TWH UTA 6S 21S 
EL" Poatdete ones. 105.4 130.9 170.0 161.0 154.2 135.9 
ise Poe\. «02s TLZSe 11es4 LS ALT Shs 148.1 141.0 
September o.oo 116.4 102.8 155.1 160.8 -150.5 130.6 
October 3. oosc03 128.9 107.6 167.2 169.6 157.1 - 13747. 


SSS SSS Se Ee 


Restaurants Variety 


Year and Month Electrical 
coke 7 A B ie: A B 
October; 1929 soo So Git 21a 188.0. 184.6 100.0 93.0 
October, 1933 soc BEL 6o.7 88.5 88,0 “55 TERME 7S 
October, 1939 2.50. 129.2 © 104.6 (R03 584 10807 112067 . 120.2 
October, 1941 2... 153.6 119.5 15150) 128.2 173.0 166.2 
Ostober, 1942 ooo 14505" SLi evs 156.6 151.8 204.5 185.0 
1942 . 
November cocoes 130.4 106.4 160,4' 161.1 199.0 204.0 ° 
December ..cecoo Tbs sola 16036 - 154.6 346.67 VL7BD 
1943 
January .sicdscc 114.6 148.0 153.1. 162.6 128.4 195.2 
February .ooee. 101.9 137.0 148.1 167.7 139.1 206.0 
Maroh sscecssee 110.2 128.5 175.4 176.9 153.5 » 198.8 
Apreb a, of dds 114.8 125.9 172.8! 17390 182.9 198.6 , 
May’ *SFss0 cei 119.6 107.0 172.5 170.9 190.0 184.8. 
June VAs. . ode 10742 | 215.5 * 17038 - 17086 184.3 181.6 
Jap TAA. . See 97 1522.6 176.0 166.1 183.4 172.5 
Augadt . Seto 100.0 127.4 180.9 169.7 160.2. 174.8 
September ....0. 116.5 50.6 185.0 177.6 170.2 183.2 


October een e oo 0 119.5 96.8 18055 178.4 95.7 182.4 


“ee = ae 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces = (Average for 1935-1989 = 100) 
ails for the current year are subject to final revision) 
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ie Be itis S 3h RE 


Maritime ret Pte 


Hanon 


Year and pete 


aati Ontario ; 
Provinces = Provinces Columbia 
Men's Clothing Stores \°/ 
Mecoctober , 1939 .c0000 133.8 119.4 es Ldbe4 190.6 127.6 
ay October , 1940 Oo O10 0 OO 145.5 L6DeS 4644595 MASS 166.0 SO s2 
BeCOTODGY 9 LOST 6 ano avo 169.4 LO Real 169.6 169-1 dood, ee: 143.0 
October, 1942 .e.coc LOF od 255.2 192.8 184.0 21666 206.5 
~ 1943 
August ococccocove Lat Aet Li b.e8 Ne ee LOSiesh, VAT ae 128.5 
September 2.200000 L556 2030-5 154.0 147.3 168.6 143.0 
_ . October oooerccce 198.3 257.0 190.7 184.5 20051 187.0 
| % Change, 
October , 1943 ee + 0.4 + 1.5 meek + 0.5 + 8.5 = 9.4 
6c tober, 1 942 .25 
. f Change, 
| JAN. =OCT. yg 1943 Q t= Ome 35 Ao oe (be = pail +14.4 se Les 
Jano=Oct., 1942 » ; 
Women's Clothing Stores 
Octover, LISO 6 0 a¢0 130.7 125.9 ap ie 131.3 150.3 127.6 
October, 1940 2.0000 148.6 OT aa 143.2 147.4 160.8 140.8 
October, 1941 .b0..06 164.1 174.8 ROR 163.4 158 66 152.5 
October, 1942 ..000¢ aret 234.7 202.07 200.9 207.6 245.2 
1943 
AUZUST 0 0045 4.0 e0,0 Teo .0 LT aot 20 ae 135.4 145.2 17330 
September o-occ0e 176. 187.35 157.4 182.3 176.3: 195.2 
4 October ccoscoc0e 206.4 AALS) 189.3 202.5 20000 4° Ba06 6 
'. % Change, . pe 
: October, 1943 so. = 0.6 = 363 = 6.6 + 0.8 41262 = 8.0 
October, 1942 30. 
% Change, 
. Jano-Oct. 5 1943 ° + ees at 9.6 te Beil + Gis +18.8 +1109". 
i. __ dane=Oct. 5 1942 - 1942 mee | 
Grocery and Meat Stores 
4 petoper- 1939 oceeec 10349 104.7 MOE ESHA 102.2 110.4 102.3 
45 October, 1940 ssooe 120.8 122.2 114.8 121.6 130.4 121.4 
| October, 1941 occcs» 145.2 15462 140.7 145.9 148.0 142.6 
| October, 1942 .cocco 164.6 183.8 162.3 161.9 166.7 161.2 
/ 1943 4 
: ~~ August, eb pon ore dene 15 Troil 178.6 148.4 147.38 191.8 168.8 
°° September ..-oo0- 15501 184.1 149.8 146.4 17505 154.0 
i October 0000006000 AGHA 2 194.7 163.7 163.1 17507 155.0 
 % Change, ‘ . . 
October, 1943 -... + 1.6 + 509 + 0.9 seca + 564 wR eh 
October, 1942 ooo 
ie Change 
qo eet. 1943 . + 4.9. + 98 + 7.6 Perey + 6.4 ere e 
| Jan.-Oct., 1942 . engine — 
| 4 pe 
(c) Includes men's furnishings» 


- B= 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = a 
Figures for the current year are subjec to final revision 


-. 


Maritime Prairie British 
Year and Month CANADA prawdgens oie: Ontario Peavidee Golumbiae 
SCAR a Stores 
October, 1939 ..se% 132.4 123.4 Releo 120.5 sean Lolo pL Bella 
Ootober; "1940" 2 s're V4.1 T52s1 135.9 136.6 149.0 . ‘TS6.9 "5 
October, 1941 ..cces 160.0 180.7 163.7 158.5 Ys475"° 7 toc 
Detober, 104s weeces 181,9 208.8 188.0 169.4 180.3 203.0 
1943 arses 
RGGURG He ois ie cyeis 120.9 140.8 126.0 113.9 1iZz.8&” . 145.0 
September .cescece 159.2 199.1 165.5 148.9 157.6: 164.9 
DCUUUET : suas cw eee I75<6 211.4 183.3 Isi.e - 185.8 167.0 
% Change,’ tae 
October, 1943 ... = 3.5 + 1.2 = 2.5 - 4,5 pete So #17.7 
October, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.-Oct., 1943. OVO + 3.5 + 0.2 - 3.8 + 5.6 + 0.1 


Jan.-Oct., 1942 . 


———— 


Variety Stores 


ere ce 


October, 1930 iccee. 120.7 134.4 121.8 115.8 135.8 107:5 | a 


October, 1940 ..cee. 146.9 184.2 150.4 138.5 163.0 118.2 va 
Oc tober L947 sso sss 175.0 ee0.n 184.4 - 164.3 173.4 133.3 - - 
October, 1942 .i.cvc. 204.5 270.4 229.8 191.0 185.5 158.1 
1943 ’ | 
Ropu atcawahias ax 160.2 207.5 180.0 145.0 15835 135.5 
September .....2. 170.2 21.0 193.8 158.9. 155.0 127.3 
OGtobers . 0. ccs <a 195.7 257.7 210.9 183.1 199.9 145.0 
% Change, : 
October, 1943 ... ai Ae ~ 4.7 - 8.2 -.4.1 + 7.8 - 8.3 


October, 1942 ... 
% Change, 


Jan.~-Oct. , 1943 ° ts 0.4 a Ome + Cisio ae ee + “4 apa Se2 
Jan.-Oct,, 1942 . 


Drug Stores 


October, 1939 .cesce 107.1 104.5 108.3 10152 120.6 ites 
October, 1940 .sesca 124.7 129.2 120.9 118.5 138.4 128.4 i 
October, 1941 eccce. 141.6 153.2 139.1 134.9 -156.0 145.4 
October, 1942 ..... : 162.9 196.7 159.5 153.9 ET1¢2 176.7 
1943 4 
Pe eae eee 153.8 194.9 146.8 145.6 160.8 16831 
September ....... 158.3 185.0 151.2 151.8 162.1 181.9. 
Oobover. cp vecelcss PTE 205.1 165.1 161.5 185.7 187.3 ‘ 
% Change, : 
October, 1943 ... + 5.3 + 4.3 + 3.5 + 4.9 + 8.5 + 6.0 | 


October, 1942 ... 
% Change, 


Jan.-Oct., 1943 . + 9.5 +10.4 + 963 + Tel +12.0 +17.8 
Jan.-Oct., 1942 . 


a ace TE I Ee I eS 


All other departments, total oc. 


ot Hn a 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS | 


October, 1942 and October, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 


October, 
1942 


October, 
(1943 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ccccccvccvcaes 52,995,048 31,975,751 


Women's dresses, coats and suits wsoecccec Btego 
Girls’ and infants’ 
Hosiery and gloves coccorece 0000000000000080 
Lingerie and corsets occcseccoos oe oe ceoncecce 
Millinery ccoccccccccvcccercecvvss000ne00800 
Women's and children's apparel=-(Total, 1-5) 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ... 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations . 
Piece ZOOdS coevsvcverccerse0c0ee 


eoono000000000 


Smelilwares! > sco «sso 6 


e©coceoso00eo0002 F000 09 CHD ood 


‘Food and kindred products coo et 0OF700R COHK2HAGD 


‘Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 


Home furnishings occceccescrerrccscccoseecce 
Household appliances and electricai supplies 
Pawere and kitchen utensils .cccoseccccvce 
Radios, ae instruments and supplies Dore 
Shoes and other footwear soxecocovrscevccece 


Stationery, books and magazines coocecscvoes 


@ooco?90 904080090 


3,982,904 
1,779,576 
1,523,751 
1,400 ,336 

459,054 
9,145,621 
4,568,594 

775,344 
2,571,280 
1,151,970 
2,562,006 
1,722,482 
2,213,395 


786,752 


973,544 


(482,415 
2,282,692 
470,491 


3,286,662 


3,959,780 
1,689,422 
1,560,699 
1,308 ,410 
462,298 
8 980,609 
4,560,923 
832,618 
2,378,022 
1,167,803 
2,294,588 
1,643,302 
2,093 ,013 
563,298 
942,765 
259,014 
2,304,801 
540,187 


3,412,808 


% Change, 
1943/1942 


+ 7.4 
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Monthly Index es of Retail Sales in Canada, November, 1943 


Uioseslos0n= LOO} com Men ere RVG 


es in Canada were 6 per cent higher in November of 1943 than 
n the corresponding mbites of 1942 and were practically on a par with the volume 
of business transacted in eC eeDer 1943 according to the general index of retail 
les based on returns received from a sample number of retail stores representing 
AY es of business. Total sales for the first eleven months of 
1943 stand about 4 per cent above the corresponding period of 1942. The general 
index of retail sales, unadjusted for number of business days or for normal sea- 
onal movements and on the base 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 174.5 for November, 
943, at 173.8 for October and at 164.8 for November, 1942. 


al 


Retail sa 


< 


8a 
twelve different line 
j 


2 


The November increases of 6 per cent over November, 1942 compares with 
a decrease of 1 per cent in the o orre sponding October comparison, an increase of 
3 per cent in the September comparison and a decrease of 3 per cent in the com- 
parison between August of 1945 and 1942, The November increase of 6 per cent may 
be attributed in part to the transa ae ie) greater proportion of the normal 
oe shopping business in Nevember than in previous years in anticipation of 
stock shortages in December. where. was alse one more business day in November, 
1943 than in 1942. ‘ 


greater dollar vol fee 
194223 the increase for jewellery stores was A eee ee ee 42 per cent 
for Canada and ranging from 23 per cent in ares Columbia to 49 per cent in 
Ontario. Major increases for other trades were 18 per cent for restaurants, 15 
per cent for drug stores and 14 per cent vi candy stores. Women's clothing 
store sales gained 11 per cent; men’s specialty shops were up 7 per cent and shoe 
store sales advanced 4 per cent a ee with November, 1942. Increases for de- 
vartment stores and food stores were Ss) ee rat 5 per cent. Hardware store sales 
rained 4 per cent, furniture s dl per cent, while variety store sales 
were unchanged. A decline of in gales for radio and electrical shops 
nelow November, 1942 was lower than the 1? per cent decrease recorded in October 
nd also smaller than the 15 per cent decline recorded in cumulative totals for 
s first eleven months of 1943 compared with the corresponding period of 1942. 


z 
e 
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On making allowances for differences in number of business days and 
fox normal seasonal movements, the se~sonally adjusted general index of sales 
stands at 165.4 for November compared with 157.6 for October and 158.5 for Sep= 
tember, Advances in the seasonally adjusted indexes were also recorded for most 
of the individual lines of business from which the general index is computed. 
These advances reflect the advanced nature of the Christmas trade in 1943 rather 


than any marked upturn in the underlying trend in consumer purchasing. 


ee, io ee ea ee 


= 2. = 


Results on a regional basis vary for different trades, but in most in-- 
stances the Prairie Provinces came first in point of view of increased business 
compared with 1942. Regional increases for department stores between November , 
1943 and 1942 with percentage changes for the first eleven months in brackets are 
as follows; Maritime Provinces, +10 per cent (+4 per cent); Quebec, +11 per cent 
(+1 per cent); Ontario, +3 per cent (-3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, +4 per cens 
(+5 per cent); British Columbia, +3 per cent (+2 per cent). 


Sales of 20 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
averaged 2 per cent higher in November this year over last. Increases of 19 per 
cent for stationery and 15 per cent for drugs were the largest recorded for in-= 
divid -1 departments. Sales in smallwares departments were 9 per cent higher. 
Women’s apparel departments reported sales up 5 per cent, men's clothing sales 
fell off 2 per cent, while consumer purchases of footwear in department stores 
were 4 per cent above the same month of the preceding year. An increase of 4 per 
cent in furniture sales and a fractional gain in hardware sales terminated a long 
series of declines in corresponding=-month comparisons for these two departments. 
Home furnishings sales were also 2 per cent above those for November, 1942. Dee= 
clines in household appliance and radio and music sales continued to be substantial, 
amounting to 18 and 41 per cent respectively for November. 


orrection = October Index of Department Store Sales, British Columbia 


Steers ee = a am aT A Ra a ee 
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The October index of department store sales for British Columbia as 
shown in the October bulletin stands at 167.0. This index should read 187.0 


= 3 = 
Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 1943, by Kinds of Business 


eat rager are erarre: ed on dollar 7 WATT No 
corrections have béen made for higher prices. ) 


November, 1943 Cumulative 
+ or = per cent compared with Indexes 
Kind of Business “November, November, October,  Jan.-Nov.,1943 
1939 1942 1943 Jan.=Nov. ,1 940 
SL NORn b smcee scuoeooke) +54e8 + 5.9 + 0.5 + 8.6 
Boot and Shoe Stores ooosseon +1904 + Bie 6 =~ 4.9 +655 
CP eeUOL SN 6s neem eso tincssse (g) +143 = Boe #8 Oe 
Mem s.-Clothing Stores ..co00e +62.8 + 669 + 5o4 + 0.5 
Women's Clothing Stores .o.50, +7508 *10.9 ~ 1,0 + 7o9 
Weer wen SLOPES sscocovaeso +58 i7 + 4,9 aL eG + Jal 
PEE eCPAVOeES) coecvosecosdonces- YOlLee +14.6 = 0,9 +10.0 
Vamewre SUOresS coscuscposos + 928 tr Dia. = Bel - 7.8 
Grocery and Meat Stores ..oooe .+46.7 + 5,0 ~ 6.8 + 4.9 
HECUNEr ev OrGS ceeoooedeocse . POO od + 4.4 = Bot =- 3.8 
Radio and Electrical Stores 4” = 5,0 = 9.0 = 0.3 =15.1 
ROSES caboseeee Sb oe oacu . PT Tae +1802 eo wil +20.6 
Variety SUOres stcccovrsodeso 60.8 » 0.5 + 1.2 + 0.5 


era Se a ee 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


ar neee oe 


ce Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores 
Sales in 
Sales in November, 1943 
November, 1943 Compared with 
Region Compared with Sales in 
Sales in ___November, 1942 
November, 1942 Fnelud-= Exclud= — 
ing tax ing tax 
OANADIE “ee oso nee ve tes vee + 3.6 +421] +41.8 
Maritime Provinces .sccevsec 4 O2e 435.5 +34,0 
QUEDEG cosseccsvcsesverded08 * les +412 +4.0.8 
CRCAYL GO. 4'c\c.c b.00b oud oes Reo ey + Zod 44.9.4 +495 
Prairie Provinces coscescsco tll 441.4 440,38 
British Columbia ooocvsc00cs + 5.8 HA 6 iL +228 


Dee ne nn ee aeme nse em a ES 


(g) Not available. 


= hee 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Average for 1955-1939 = 100) 

A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


General Boots Candyth) ‘Yen's 
Year and Month Index and Shoes OMT Se) 086 5 lath amt ey 
= Tok Reig eee ek, 
November, 1929 ooo 150s6° 18322 17122" PT Si 8 (er) (z’) 184.2 142.8 
November, 1933 ooo 89.6 85.0 110.4 103.4 (g) Cg) LOL 2: B0.9 
November, 1939 ... Leese Loe 90.9 . 94.9 (g) (g) 127.9: 101.4 
November, 1941 .. 146.6 138.2 128.459 7S0.0°C. 14026. 1620 Liged) |. doSen 
November, 1942 ooo 164.8 161.6 157.4 169.0 157.2 190.2 194.8 160.8 
1942 
~~ December oscooce 213.4 156.4 206.3 F15150° S928. Proce 263.8 160.7 
1943 
SAO PU ena ace, 60 128.9 155.8 105.7 91SS.4 2) 136.0 “191.9 107.4 138.2 
February oooococs. 131.0 168.5 USL. 27 S207 se ls. tee Lk 66a 
Warchréo2ocss oles “ASl.4 I6TLS 13953 P98. 2s Wass S aS, 2 136.9 182.0 — 
ADU tine cou bees 16707 "1653 186.1 .145.3 199.3 144.0 pe aa ihe 1 P| 
MAS Pict oe 4.66 162.8 154.5 175.6 149.9 159.8 166.1 162.9 160.5 
JURBS eee uise oe 158.8 155.5 198.5 160.4 122.0 186.5 172.4 165.2 
Wulysecc ere 147.8 155.4 161.5" 161.8-— 14932-2076 143.0 1640) 
APSE cee accaons 142.5 162.1 144.8 181.4 158.35 200.12 117.8. 16129 
September .ccooc 158.0 158.5 169.5.) 160.8 -. 162.5..-204.3 155.6 159.9 
Oetobers ascites swe 17306, 25726 I l.5l 6s 2), Lebee weOron 197.5,.0052..5 
November ecocos 174,5°° 165.4 TOS: lee vies e Leer ck 208727 265.6 


1 ra CE A AS A A BE A SEE TA ca RE TNR EET EE EY 6 TED EES TE A I ST ST neers SS ee 


as (ce an oe er 


Women's 


nt mee EE 
= SSS 


Year and Month Clothing Department PEER tay) ea oa 
oe OR A Be eee 
November, 1929 ... 139.4 144.7 161.3 142.2 122.8 120.7 
November, 1933 .oc 80.7 aGed LOL aT 87.9 8728 88.5 
November, 1939 ... Titoo ean tesco LOT od 1055010676 
November, 1941 .oe 155.4 1357.2 155.4 137.6 134.6 136.2 
November, 1942 ... 18463 "172.7 187.4 168.5 148.4 154.7 
1942 

December ..0000 261.8 174.1 241.6 146.6 213.1 168.8 
1943 

JANUALY coscoecoce 127.2 174.5 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9 

February ccocee 2727 219-6 216s2 154.5 149.9 165.3 

Maren “sc istonuisieciam 156.8 190.7 145.4 164.3 159.9 162.9 

BOO esiwawa wet 214.5 167.0 157.9 153.5 156.9 161.9 

MAY sevceseoces 180.2 169.6 169.1 -158.7 159.1 62024 

PUMA) wale Suwa s x 174.9 157.3 136.8 130.9 154.4 164.2 

PULY oveseen have , hee F ites F $ie.G “Lael 159.7 159.8 

AURQUET . sodecex 139.9 199.0 120.9 148.4 165.6 1sST.1 

September ...c0 176.2 186.9 159.1 156.8 168.3 157.9 

OGteber <acseen 206.6) 165.9 Lites ‘LoTse 171.6 164.2 

November .cecos 204.4 183.3 196.6 169.3 170.0 173.1 


ee 


(c) Includes men's furnishings, 
(nh) Candy indexes are based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 
(g) Not available. 
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i vm 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales = (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 

Ae Unadjusted. 8B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


a 


Groceries 


Year and Month AS ED and Meats pelos 
A B one A bel Oe Ae aid A B 
November, 1529 oe. 184.7 163.6 133.4 128.3 151.4 154.4 
November, 1933 «.«. 72-5 TOsk 85.8 87.0 70.4 69.0 
November, 1939 ... 110.9 103.5 106.5 107.8 110.0 107.9 
November, 1941 oe. 100.6 95.0 142.7 140.8 140.3 143.1 
November, 1942 2.5. 1eG0.8  2h659 $45.35 GLSS58 146.9. 149.8 
1942 
December .ccoee 141.9 120.0 Peck LOS el 162.0 145.8 
19438 
JANUBLY coovece 91.6 Lofse 155.4 157.6 93.5 155.8 
February occoone 94.8 121.4 149.7 163.0 99.1 161.4, 
March coccecooe 110.0 128.2 166.4 163.6 116.8. 159.9 
April seccccoee 132.9 128.3 l¥es7? 174.9 144.2 141.4 
May -ococecncee 145.0 115.7 I7fsl LE67.4 168.9 126.0 
JUNE sooecoccee 114.2 116.7 17129 174.6 163.2 137.1 
July coovcceocos 105.4. 130.9 170.0" 161.0 154.2 155.9 
August scoeccce Lieeo sles. 157.7 173.5 148.1 141.0 
September cooce 116.4 102.8 155.1 160.8 150.5 1350.6 
October ..eecec 128.4 107.2 167.2 “15928 LSTeY [Ree 
November o.0c0. W168 la. 155.9 159.4 153.3 150.5 
————— Se og adic ‘end Seas a 


Restaurants Variety 


Year and Month 


Palme a a 2 A ee ee 
Novemcer, 1929 ... 293.8 194.6 165.9 173.0 98.6 94.6 
November, 1933 co. 93,3 64.0 84.4 89.2 73.5 «eso 
November, 1939 o-. 124.8 97.9 Toots) "10erO tea.er are 
November, 1942 ... I 9666 26.3 133.9 E78 22 PAVE 
November, 1942 oo. 130.4. 106.4 150.4 161.1 198.0 204.0 
1942 
December 2.5000 Teese Te sO 160.6 154.6 Sayer iirc en 
1943 
~ January oscccee 114.6 148.0 153.1 |16246 128.4 195.2 
February ccsess 107.9 15730 148.1 167.7 139-1 206.0 
See $10.2 12845 475.4 ATTes9 153.5 198.8 
(oS nr Tie Oeleo.d Cre -w 17e.0 182.9 198.6 
eee 119.6 107.0 172.8 -lR099 190.0 184.8 
ec eee 17.2 ised 170.4 17046 184.3 181.6 
Pt eee O57  leeae 176.0 166.1 163427055 
A Se 100.0 127.4 180.9 169.7 160.2 174.8 
September eae ays PelGtec 99.6 Hebe Oe MoAheo Ma's Cue tora ce 
October o.seces 118.9 96.2 16in6. 1179.4 195.7. 18264 
11626 9) 05.8 ev yen 198.0 196.7 


November 


wn ie 
Unadjusted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Maritime Prairie British 


Year and Month CANADA eae i Quebec Ontario Brawineesl Colones 
Men's Clothing Stores \?) 
November, 1939 s.«0- be L29 Looe 118.4 i Wd OO) 145.8 Ilse 
November, 1940 .ccoce 160.3 182.9 150.3 160.3 LoLer 137.3 
November, 1941 .ccceoe L73<8 224.6 164.3 Tak L7TSS 143.9 
November, 1942 .wccese 194.8 rs boy &) 189.3 28152 213.0 RR eed) 
1943 ; 
September cecesses 155.6 PAGE PES 154.0 147.3 168.6 143.0 
CGRGOGE ss ae coc or Boke i deg) 20669 Loreo 184.6 238.4 183.6 
NOVeMDOr secdckees BUGEe 27 Sed 193.8 199.9 236.6 195e1 
% Change, 
November, 1943 ... +) 6a 9 + 4.0 + 2.4 +10.1 *ll.1 - 0,2 
November, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.-Nov., 1943 .. + 0.5 + 4.1 - 3.8 ee ee +14.1 + 153 


Jan.e-Nov., 1942 


Women's Clothing Stores 


November, 1939 .secoo LET is acne 108.8 Teel Laced 106.9 
November, 1940 .ccooe 146.8 178.3 12779 ESi6 oS 162.3 1358.9 
November, 1941 wooo. 155.4 185.2 143.0 161.7 Logon ESRF 
NovewmberjelLo42 vines as 184.3 e4ee £7023 184.8 Leasd 197.7 
1943 
September ssesceae TOs 187.3 15734 182.9 176.3 19502 
QGTO DSI v6 is sae bs pAb owas 22000 EOD ed 205.2 ee Len wolee 
NOWiGIO SMe a tereicererens 204.4 BO ted 180.1 205.0 25208 LoG.@ 
% Change, 
November, 1943 ... +10.9 Oa 1 eas! colby 27 ok - 0.9 
November, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.-Nov., 1943 .. +. 7.9 + 9.7 + 2.5 46.9 +19.7 +10.7 


Jan.-Nov., 1942 .. 


Grocery and Meat Stores 


November, 1969 wwaces 106.3 LOS 3S 103.5 OO eh 108.9 102.6 
November, 1940 .ceece EAGe Later i18,.8 130.2 129.1 124.2 
November, [941° ..cees 143.7 156.5 134.4 148.6 141.8 eS aa 
November, 1942 .eeses 148.5 163.6 148.1 147.8 142.7 145.6 
1943 
——Beptember ..seeeee 155.1 184.1 149.8 146.4 175.5 154.0 
COUGUCT: ¢ «5a hidieinne + LOhex 194.2 163.4 163.4 76.0 155.2 
DOV GRICE TS oe aisle sees 155.9 "lef Stratos eel at 154.1 154.8 147.0 
% Change, 
November, 1945 ... * 5.0 - 19.6 ae oe: +405 + moe o) *° 1.0 
November, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jane-Nov., 1943 .. + 4.9 +..9,8 she belgie ti 16D + 6.6 + 3d 


Jan.-Nov. r") 1942 
(C)Includes men's furnishings. 


ws eee 
Unad usted Indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


ow 


Year and Month CAND oor Ce NOU Ew OEE oreL Wa necapl on 
Provinces Provinces Columbia 


Department Stores 


November, 1939 «ss... 123.9 130.0 t2ise 124.3 Pees 110.4 
November, 1940 ....6.6 LSOs9 155.5 141.0 150.0 160.8 139.7 
November, 1941 .3.... 155.4 181.3 148.5 1535.2 15769 150.0 
November, 1942 ..e.co 187.4 hy Ya) 137.0 178.8 190.4 188.5 
1943 
September ..ceccoes pho} sepa Doct wick 165.5 148.9 157.6 164.7 
WECSROr .Bslee $5 es 17748 211.8 183.0 161.6 185.5 18740 
November .wccecccss 196.6 244.9 Bot ak 184.8 Le7AO 193.3 
% Change, 
November, 1943 ... + 4.9 +102 +O oT + 3.4 + 35.9 + 205 
November, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jan.=-Nov., 1943 .. rr. 0 + 4.4 vo s4 = 209 + 50d + 1.6 


Jan.-Nov., 1942 


Variety Stores 


® November, 1939 ..cccoe 12 O51. 143.2 120.4 1b83:3 140.9 11089 
November, 1940 .occooe 163.8 195.2 fDi 149.4 62.0 128.6 
November, 1941 .eccoeo AGiRehave 240.1 175.5 174.5 L768 141.5 
November, 1942 ....0.0. 19950 269.8 21270 184.8 1965.5 463.7 
1943 

September ..cecee - 1TO0<2 PAR A) dooee nist see) 155.0 LATS 
OSA Reloieiee Aaaoy aoe 195.7 Borge 210.6 TS 199.9 145.0 
November .cssesewe 198.0 PES NS PROMS 482.9 ZAMBSG 162.8 
% Change, 
November, 1943 ... - 0.5 tale © - 4.8 - 1.0 + 6.9 = 0.5 
November, 1942 ... 
% Change, 
Jano-Nov., 1943 ..- + 0.3 + 0.3 a0 Sf = 139 + 4,7 a Ble} 


Jan.-Nov., 1942 


Na eee 
tT 


Drug Stores 


November, 1939 coccoe 1052.0 106.7 107.1 104.2 LOSET 99,5 
November, 1940 ccoese 116.9 126.4 LO 1 Rasy Sai 112.4 114.5 
November, 1941 «-.e00 134.6 150.4 134.9 note 126.3 Wee 
November, 1942 cxccce 148.4 UY oo 146.9 144.5 144.6 158.4 
1943 
September ccceecee 158.3 185.0 Pole o 161.8 16251 181.9 
October cccceeccece 17.136 205.0 165.5 WOR. 7 185.3 187.7 
November ccocoecce 170,0 AOE) 166.3 BO Lee i265 ES fs pa 
A Change, 
: ee. 1943.3 6.8 +14.6 +18.4 bul Over +11.6 +19,3 +20.6 


November, 1942 .o- 


/ Change, 
é eee ots ; 1943 ora +10.0 +11.1 + Or + Teo +12.6 +181 


Jan.-Nov., 1942 oo 
ne TUEENEnEEEEER TREAT 


=. 8e< 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


November, 1942 and November, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms including mail order houses) 


—eaaoaoaoaoaoaoaaoaouoaoaoaaouaouoaoaaoaoaooaoaoaoaaeeleEEEEeEEEaaEaeEeeEeeEeeSEeEeeEeEeEeEeEeEEeEeEeEeeeEEEEEeEEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEeEeESESESESESSSS—SSSSS 


% Change, 
1943/1942 


November, 
1942 


November, 
1943 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ccoccececvceccces S45120,750 54,952,924 + 248s 
lL. Women's dresses, coats and sults! .s...eeebse0 0,574,160 4,306,026 - +11.1 
€. Girls! and Snfente” weave: oy umole eeeses 1,576,202 1,574,754) eR0Ry 
os Hosiery and gloves cc. asesessaeseereseewecsios, Lg tolgure L3fec{oose + 4.3 
4. Uingeriocan® corsets Vo.. ence ees estes beeee eel epoee sei (Lee oeeere =(822 
Oe MLIDEASPY ieee. ou ee wee ware ccoewwoes ete wueeeeys 390,395 412 ,748 + 5,7 
6. Women's and childrents apparel=--(Total, 1-5). 9,026,529 9,501,294 + 50d 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings .... 4,831,366 4 pl S24 0U5 - 1.6 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .. 918,374 1,058 ,528 +15.3 
Ge TPLEEE ZOORSI ah cave cthulesivcews CUNGlan es ce Mame epeoelo Pon Napeleistar: - 366 
LO. Sniedlweres: «ces scvedéwiavess sitewhabostowstiiaee Ljagegeno 1,447,827 + 827 
lis Feic-and. Kindred products 1... sh asecamdenes 8,020 )6e9 Ge SA ORM = 7,4 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs). 1,534,981 Loose eaes + 4.0 
oe RHOME FUrMTENILUPS 5 Aww sas hie wh a eek 6G Ree eee Te 2,201,413 + ie 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies. 64 528 ,693 -18.4 
1S, Hardware and: kitchen wrensils 4.0is% os sens 9041 91 25 + 0.3 
hn win ; 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .. 4s .38 Sian -41.0 
17. Shoes and other footwear ssssecscsccveccnces 48 ee + 3,9 
18. Stationery, books and magazines coecccosccove ene 808 ,423 +18.5 
19. All other departments, total sesasesscevssess 452705397 4,587,827 +10.0 
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Monthly Indexes of Retail Seles in Canada, December, 1943 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Retail sales in Canada in December, 1943, were 27 per cent higher than in 
November and gained 4 per cent over the dollar volume of business transected in 
December, 1942, according to monthly index numbers of retail business computed from 
returns received from a sample number of retail firms in twelve different trades. 
The general index of sales, unadjusted for number of business days or for normal 
seasonal movements and on the base, 1935-1939 = 100, stands at 221.7 for December, 
174.1 for November, and at 215.4 for December, 1942. 


The increase in December, 1943, over the corresponding month of 1942 was 
about on a par with the gain for the year as « whole, dollar sales for 1943 averaging 
3.6 per cent above 1942. This compares with much larger increases of 14 per cent 
in sales for the year 1942 over 1941, 16 per cent in 1941 over 1940, and 12 per cent 
in 1940 over 1939. Sales in 1945 were 52 per cent higher than in 1939 and were 60 
per cent above the average of the base period extending from 1935 to 1939 inclusive. 


The levelling off in retail sales volume during 1945, as contrasted to the 
sharp yearly increeses which have occurred since the beginning of the war, may be 
attributed to e number of differert factors. Increases in consumer income, which 
reached an all time high during 1943, were subjected to the full impact of personal 
income taxes which had been raised markedly during the preceding year, and to the 
substantial inereeses in the programme of government borrowing for wer purposes. 
Restricted supplies of merchandise, particularly apparent in durable consumers’ 
goods, exerted downward trends in the volume of business transacted by stores 
specializing in the sale of such commodities. The continued rationing of some food 
products, the extension of rationing to others and the verious restrictions on the 
sale of canned goods had retarding influences on the upward trend in food store 
sales, In particular, it should be noted that the comparison between 194¢ and 1943 
is the first full-year comparison during which the price freezing order was in effect 
throughout the entire period. The Burcau’s retail prices index (on the base, average 
1935-1939=100) stands at 124.5 for 1946, up 2.6 per cent over the 194¢ index of 
121.4. Indexes of retail prices for earlier years are 114.9 for 1941, 106.6 for 
1940, and 101.0 for 1959. 


There were few outstanding features in the general trend in retail purchas- 
ing in 1945 as reflected in the composite index built up from the individual in- 
dexes of sales for the various trades for which figures are available. In only 
four months of the year did the dollar volume of business vary by as much 4s 5 per 
cent from the amount recorded for the corresponding month of 1942. Marked increases 
in sales of shoe stores and women's specialty shops in Februery following the intro- 
duction of shoe rationing in the United States was an important factor contributing 


To 


gg 
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to 4 gain of almost 9 per cent in the overall trade of that month compared with February 
1942. The late date of Faster and the consequent concentration of Easter purchasing in 
April resulted in sales for thet month exceeding by 8 per cent the volume of business 
transected in the corresponding period of 194%. 4 similar gain of 8 per cent between 
July, 1942, and 1943 may be attributed in some measure to a reduction in the level of 
consumer purchasing in certain lines of merchandise in the earlier period following new 
taxation schedules introduced in the June budget of 1942. Pre-Christmas buying in 
anticipetior of stock shortages together with the fact that there was one more business 
day in November of 1945 than in 1942 led to an increase of 5.9 per cent in sales in 

this compérison. Percentage changes in sales for other pairs of corresponding months 

of the two years ranged from a decline of 3.4 per cent in August to a gain of 4.7 per 
cent in March. 


Results for individual lines of business reveal divergent trends, percen= 
tage changes in annual sales between 1943 and 1942 ranging from an increase of ZO per 
cent for the restaurant trade to a decline of 15 per cent for stores which previously 
specialized in the sale of radios and electrical household appliances but some of which 
may have added other lines in recent years, Restaurant receipts showed expansion in 
all months of 1943 over 1942, percentage increases ranging from 13.5 per cent in 
December to 24.5 per cent in September. On the other hand decreases below 1942 were 
reported in all months by the radio and electrical group, these declines ranging from 
7.6 per cent in February to 22.3 per cent in May. 


Drug store sales continued to expand in 1943 with sales for every month 
of the year averaging higher than in the corresponding month of 1942. The annual 
sales for this trade were up by 11 per cent. All regions of the country shared in 
the increase, percentage gains for the various divisions standing at 12 per cent for 
the Maritime Frovinces, 11 per e:nt for Quebec, 8 per cent for Ontario, 13 per cent 
for the Prairie Provinces, and 18 per cent for british Columbia. 


Department store seles including mail order business were off slightly 
by one per cent in December, 1943, compared with 1942 and recorded 4 slight increase 
of 1 per cent in the annual comparison. Percentage change in sales between December, 
1942, and 1943 for the various regions of the country, with annual comparisons in 
brackets, are as follows: Maritime Provinces, + & per cent .+4 per cent); Quebec, 
- & per cent (+ 1 per cent); Ontario - 3 per cent (- 3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
+ 1 per cent (+ 5 per cent). British Columbia department store sales were unchanged 
in December, 1945, compared with 1942, and were up slightly by 1 per cent in the 
annual comparison. 


Stores specializing in the sale of groceries or meats or both groceries 
ana meats transacted 5 per cent more business as measured by dollar volume in 1943 
than in the preceding year. August sales were slightly lower than in 1942, but with 
this exception all months of 1943 recorded increases, which ranged from 2 per cent 
in October to 12 per cent in July.. Annual sales for grocery or meat stores were 
up in all regions of the country, percentage increases over 1942 standing at 10 per 
cent for the Maritime Provinces, 7 per cent for Quebec, 2 per cent for Ontario, 7 per 
cent for the Prairie Provinces and 3 per cent for British Columbia. 


Percentage changes in sales between December, 1942, and 1943 for other 
lines of business whose results are incorporated in the general index of sales, with 
average results for the year in brackets, are as follows: Shoe stores, + 1 per cent 
(+6 per cent); candy stores, - 3 per cent (+ 6 per cent); men’s clothing stores, + 7 
per cent (+ 1 per cent); women’s clothing stores, + 3 per cent (+ 7 per cent); furni- 
ture stores, unchanged ( - 7 per cent); hardware stores, + 9 per cent (- 3 per cent); ~ 
and variety stores, (-'2 per cent) (unchanged). 


= B= 
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; Jewellery store sales do not form a component part of the’ general index of 
etail sales but figures reflecting the trend in business for this trade are now 
ailable for 4 period of years. Jewellery store sales continue to expend, December 
ales in 1943 standing 23 per cent above the corresponding month of 1942. Annual 

les. for 1945 stand 17 per cent or 11 per cent above 1942 according es the sales- 
introduced in the June budget of 1942 is included or excluded from the calculations. 


ene Total sales reported by 18 departmental firms which provided a breakdown of 
es by.departments were 2 per cent lower in December, 1945 than in the same month of 
42. Declines predomineted among results for individual departments, increases occur= 
Ting in only five of the fourteen major departmental classifications. Drug departments 
ld 9 per cent more merchandise than in December of 1942, furniture and stationery 
partments both reported seles 7 per cent higher, while smallweres sales were up 5 
per cent. An increase of 1 per cent was recorded in sales of women’s apparel, but 

n’s clothing and furnishings sales were reported 3 per cent lower and sdles for 
otwear. departments declined 4 per cent. Food sales were 9 per cent lower and hard= 
fare sales were down 1 per cent. Largest decreases were those in household appliances 
epartments end in radio and music departments where sales dropped 18 and 45 per cent 
espectively below December, 1942 volume. ' 


A summary of department store sales by departments for the years 1942 and 
11943 is given on page 10 of this bulletin. 
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Comparison of Retail Sales in Canada, for 1942 and 19435, by Kinds of Business 


(Comparisons are based on dollar value. No 
corrections have been made for higher prices.) 


December, 1943 Cumulative 
Ki fA Mode Mist SaBS + or - per cent comered with Indexes 


December, December , November, 


Gemeral Index eccosrcscesscevcvnes +a). 2 tie ae St 28 05 ++ (Sa6 
BOOU) ANd) SHOC ObOLreS cee asine cielo state + 45.3 +. 164 + 28.7 + Sav 
Candy Stored, «0<.¢4 kinks A be wae (gz) = eee 4112.2 + §.9 
Men's Clothing Stores woccscecoee + BVat +. (609 + 36.6 +, Led 
Women's Clothing Stores .cecceoscc + 60.4 tu Ried + S207 +i iFal 
Department Stores sosccoseccsvece + 26.9 sad Ue es +2245 + 00.7 
DPUe: SLOPOS. ‘scan dete s ates 6 oe sees +7 Sao +4055 + 46.1 + 10.8 
FuYni tare Stores. ss «as 'see cee hewn +.1.4 0 O64 + 2725 won Ga 
Grocery and Meat Stores eoescosce + 46.8 + (606 +i 2127 +) (Sek 
Hardware StoreS cs. ccosceceisccene’s + 40.4 + £49 + 15ab =) Bar 
Radio and Electrical Stores .e.oce ee - lls +1838 “(Lase 
Restaurants: tans sais x wees cle wale eis eke + 66,0 +) 139 08 +, Ba +.20.0 
WORT ORY, GOOLE So bc ave heck eins ow aie + 36.5 = pt + 70.2 mer! SEF 


Comparison of Retail Sales of Boot and Shoe Stores and Jewellery Stores 


Boot and Shoe Stores Jewellery Stores 
Sales in 
Sales in December, 1943 
Region December, 1943 Compared with 
Compared with Sales in 
Sales in -—December, 1942 
December, 1942 Inc lud- Exclud- 
a Ne a la cc heroes ag ee 
GEOR: “sateen wks + 1,4 + 25.0 + 22,6 
Maritime Provinces ..esseo = “tee # 13.0 123.2 
QusShed’ fF ian sees dewewceve’ + iD £2500 + 2aeo 
MEET Wis ae ewe ec se ane ewan =e + 235.9 + 2509 
Preirie Provinces .eccoves + 14.6 + 31.4 + 30.0 
British Colwmbia .issccces + geo ey Bn +(15.8 


(g) Not aveilable. 


Ao Ee EANiUch edt Teka inciel Pov, hushen at usiuese! Daye ‘and Seasonal Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to finel revision) 


Men’s 


y Gerensie ren ig sr: ~~ Boots any, 


Year and Month _. _ Indemea f - ___and Shoes _ amebendy(h)y 4 Clothing(c) 
December, 1929 ..., 174.4 1387.0 BOW al 155.1 (g) (zg) 160.5 “T0909 
mDecember, 1933 .... 112.5 G35 127.9 86 .9 (gz) (gz) 97.7 Oa 
MDecember, 1939 .... 157.1 118.5 145.9 101.3 (g) (g) 178.8 104.0 


December, 1941 .... £01.5 147.2 203.0 148.6 376.7 162.0 242.9 148.0 


/December, 1942 .... 215.4 156.4 206.5 151.0 295.2 170.0 263.8 160.7 


JANUETY oocecrace 128.9 155.8 103.7 133.4 138-0 (191.9 107.4 138.2 
February coocoooo 1vl.O0 168.5 11.2 4a .7 7o.7 | LIL Lal 1 Tee 2 
BeTUIE ws ccoctacee LOL.4 267.8 139.5 198.7 145.9 191.2 156.9 ~~ 162.0 
ADVE led oc ccclc es 167.7 °165.5 186.1 145.3 199.5 144.0 187.0 176.1 
MAY aeedscccdecess 162.8 § 154.5 175.6 1e9c? 15978 «= «166.4 162.9 160.5 


TUNOlesececscsos 156.8 ° 155.6 198.5 160.4 122.0 186.5 172.4 165.2 
Jaw cee oeste ces 147.8 ° ~ 15024 161.3 161.8 149.2 207.6 143.0 164.1 
MAUPUBt uescce'sses 14205 - 162.1 144.8 181.4 158.3 200-1 117.8 161.9 
September ...00.. 158.0 158.5 169.5 160.8 162.3 204.3 155.0, woeae 
DEUS Se. seteows 173.6 ° 157.6 171.5 158.2 189.6 202.1 197.5 152.5 
November ecocooce 174. 165.0 TEA. Ora 180.9 212.8 206.4 164.5 
December soccocce Selo? 167.9 209.1 LsEec7 383.6 173.35 281.9 184.9 


Yeer and Month 


December, 1929 coos PAM ES US448 201 ot 136 0 L 
December, 1933 20:0 178.3 93.0 134.0 88.6 101.6 86 9 
December, 1939 coc 168.0 106.7 188.9 116.4 141.6 111.04 
December, 1941 o.oo 225.7 148.8 239.2 145.8 182 06 145.5 
December, 1942 2.0. 261.8 174.1 241 6 146 .6 213.1 168.8 
1943 
ie January coccccoce Leven 172.5 107.8 148.1 151.5 158.9 
February o200000. 127537, 219 6 116a8 154 5 149.0 165.3 
tase. '8.4. 098 156.8 190.7 145 04 164.3 159.9 162.9 
eich c 9 30.07 214.5 167.0 157.9 155.5. 156 09 161.9 
fe ee 180.2 169.6 139.1 138 7 159.1 162.2 
DME 2s odsen ce 174 9 157.8 136 8 130.9 154 04 164.2 
ME es os obs 8.0.8 5 151.9 Tp a 1985 144.7 159.7 159.8 
GPMEG foce 09° 0.0? 1359.9 199.0 120.9 148.4 153 8 197.1 
September ccoovce i hd ee 188.9 169.1., 156.8 158 03 157.8 
DetOper® o.0 cee sss 206 .5 165.9 177.8 157.5 171.6 164.2 
November coorscce 203.0 182.0 195.7 168.5 169.9 175.0 
December .ooccvce 269 4 185 1 239.7 145.5 248.2 196.5 


(c) Includes men's furnishings. 
(h) Candy indexes eve based largely upon returns from retail candy chains. 


(g) Not available. 
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales - (Averace for 1955=)9s9N= 100) 


A. Unadjusted. B. Adjusted for Number of Business Days and Seasonel Variations. 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Groceries 


Yecr and Month i chess one and Mectec) 0 PAS 
Cade 1 Oe A. mG 4 oD a) 
December, 1929 ssoce. 177.5 144.4 157.5. ode 165 Bune thle 
December, 1933 ...es. 9.7 PLok 94.0 85.6 27.7 70.6 
December, 1939 .s.es. 139.5 119.4 Po9 5 oo hae 125.6...) 119.5 
December, 1941 ...... 134.9 114.1 752 ee ca andae 171.2 sa + USdek 
December, 1942 soooce 141.9. 120.0 Taya 4 eel 162.0 145.8 
1943 
TAM Mceye CRIS Pe iat Civ) aera 155.4 157.6 93.5 155.8 
Petar tie: for 3 sete 94.8 1é1 .4 149.7 163.0 99 1 181.4 
ag Nei Ae 110.0 128.2 166.4. 163.6 116.8 teers 
VIN ace Se 122.9 183.3 172.7 174.9 144.2 141.4 
ie Ed RN ae 145.0 115.7 ape ere 168.9 128.0 
Teawey ea ee rao 114.2 116e7 171.9 174.6 163.2 1371 
5 eb a 6 BN he 105.4 130.9 LOs0hy a 3 LO 154.2 135.9 
Weck! 2 Mert dtene i Wee 118.4 159.7 173.5 148.1 3a 
September ovesea.. Hee dios TOES 155.1). ed 6008 150.5 130.6 
Gerobeis ute oc a Le6.4 ° 10%E | ul6T2- 198 157.1 13707 
Novémber cococcees 120.3 112.8 155.9 159.4 153.2 150.2 
December oecoscoce 141.4 125.4 189.8 181.7 176.4 165.1 


a ° = eee ene ee 


Year and Month SN eeeiica ee ee ree ee 
ALBA BAB 
December, 1929 .ocaece 506 4 184.9 LP ic8 173.4 161.5 90.4 
December, 1933 seocece 99 .8 64.4 89.8 86.4 140.7 TOot 
December.,~4939 .indass 146.3 108.1 109 .8 105.7 248.1 IlZzkey 
December, 1941 .occco LYVO6E Leda 139 .4 134.1 541.6 17632 
December, 1942 ...coc. a ee BO ie 160.6 154.6 346.6 Bg a F 
1943 
POPU So ces aigle bes 114.6 148.0 153.1 162.6 128 .4 LIS wa 
PeUP usr” ic cscs acs os 101.9 7.0 148.1 167.7 139.1 206.0 
MATCH «otic fee ote BT yee ee et ATE) ol LT7ba Ss wsdes 198.8 
BV a op be ah yee key tn td 114.8 125.9 172.4 aly ea 182.9 198.6 
ec 5 aa Win eas co 119.6 107.0 Te an 170.0 190.0 184.8 
US Poe fo shale ate 107 ce nD Be 170.4 L7D.6 184.3 18166 
JULY he eis SOGN ae © 97.7 122.8 176.0 166.1 183.4 17266 
AUBUBE aes Fe on oe 100.0 is? 4 180.9 169.7 160.2 174.8 
September oeoerccec 116.2 99.6 185.0 177.6 L762 183.2 
SStGDG?. stieehas 25 é 118.9 96.2 1€1.6 179.4 195 ut 182.4 
November cccccocccc 118.0 92 06 177.6 LS «7 198.7 197.3 
December siesss0ée0 140.2 99.6 LOS Sy ned 7568 338 02 184.7 


= q = 


indexes of Retail Sales by Provinces = (Average for 1935-1939 = 100 
(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Unadjusted 


pvt ot _ Maritime .  Preirie British 
meee “gece: peekh Prints se we re Province es wes Teagasc Provinces Columbia 
- 
MGS L9SD- becsswerce 178.8 208.4 15 des6 188 .6 171.9 189.9 
BRE 940 owner e000 199.7 250.8 171.9 A120 178.8 201.6 
Mme LOS) veo seco 800 242 oY Onitia C a0 oo 204.” 200 02 2eled 
IES 5 opp 060 00 6 263.8 374.8 Pol st bh A 236 2 COC ee. 
BMEUDET 6c cco ve eoe Ooo 200 00 187.9 184.6 208 o& 183 .6 
November cccocoeoccove 206 4 B7o0n 192.5 196.9 237 0 195.0 
MMSEDOL cocccces neo 00 281.9 405 .0 248 o1 285.2 275 8 264.5 
Change » 
Wecember, 1945: .ccccce + 6.9 + 8.1° eee + 4.9 +168 + 2,4 
December, 1942 
change , 
bJan. DEC ., 1945 ceoove + dow a af a tes oo Oe, +145 + 1.4 


vwans~Dec., 1942 


2 ember , 1939 eoe0eoaa 000 168.0 195.4 nly Wad Di fae 166 9 154.8 
cember y 1940 Seseneres 6's 193.6 227 6 18267 20D'sl 178.0 193537 
member, 1941 scacccc000 Beoes 259.6 PEOs6 tala yae: 192 .6 195.0 
a ember » 1942 coo oneco0co 261.8 OL7.D = 245.9 274.6 654 oO 264.8 
4.3 
“October .coocccccvc2000 206 05 228.5 188.7 205 02 SOL of 227 8 
' November QqQ0eco0e000 000 086 a eg) Ay Movers) L725 ot 205.4 227.0 Boles 
BUGCOMDEY .cccecocccece 269.4 320.0 £41.9 288.3 258.1 245.3 
Chenge, ¢ 
December, 1943 os00600 of 209 T 0.8 = 0.8 + 5 6 410.35 =? DA 
December, 1942 
Che NEES» “ 
Jan .~Dec., 1943 coooe + 7.1 + 8.8 + 1.8 + 6.6 +18.1 + 8.7 
Jan.-Dec., 1942 
LA -¢l " ; 
_ LE Grocery: andi Near, Slap ee re ee Be haste 
RESIS OU alc sinteiaovordce WS LS 0 13 4 13252 123%.7 Ledick 
Oe Om aver choraorcvert'e LODO 136 38 LS0%6 141.6 128.6 130.9 
TSN ee REPO IO 161.6 177.6 nbaleters 167 .6 144.7 156.5 
RLS a kak scces PAs e eee 193.7 182.6 178.2 163.4 165.7 
a 167.2 194.2 163.4 . 163.4 176.0 155 02 
November 0000070080990 LSS oF 179 EAt 154 alk 154: Ape 55 oO 145.0 
BCEMDEL coccoocnseccece 189.8 ALoee 194.2 190.5 175.4 164.7 
1943 0000000 a 6 6 +10,0 ot 64 ? 38 6.9 + BPS! ; a 0.6 
1942 
Ch ange 
; Beet a 1943 eocrcoe9o a lores oF 9.8 tt ears Hi Bot 1 6.7 SB LI 9) 


Jan.-Dec.; 1942. 


1) Includes men’s furnishings. 


an 


= B= 


Unad justed Indexes of Retail Seles by Provinces - (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) 


(Figures for the current year are subject to final revision) 


Maritime sy 16505 twas csi honaaatt: Prairie British 


Year and Month CANADA Provinces  uebec Ontario provinces Columbia 


iene 


Department Stores 


(perme cue 


December, 1959 .ococceccoves 188.9 204.6 — 198.1 195.3 L?f ed 173.5 
December, 1940 scrcoccsoce BEOee 245.3 215.3 LS 9 192.5 197 a 
Lecenber; 1941 c.sscoscads £O9 6b e667 251.7 249 0 217 «lh Bee 7 
December >. 1942 vas spas eo cc 641.6 261 6 £64.26 25500 228.9 £0009 
1943 
October cooccccccccveee 177 8 £11 .8 LEG.0.: -- A61.6 185.5 187.0 
HOVOMDED vosccuscaske ws 195.7 245 7 205.0 183.7 196.4 193.5 
DACEMDO? v2.6 awelswoa ves 6 Boo et 266.9 258 .6 £269 4 RoOLee 295.0 
% Change, 
December, 19435 .ecsooee =e Ss Banh a Bok sd at °: ¥° lis + 0.4 
. December, 1942 
% Change , 
JER oe ~Dec og 19435 cccvrce +067 + 4.1 £0.58 = 3.0 + 4.7 + 1.4 


Jan.7Dec., 1942 


December; 1939 scssecesoc's 248.1 302.9 227.6 242 .6 264.2  / , Ca5ege 
December's 2940 we sew sic oo-0'' 280.7 668.5 257.8 Paid ote ron eels 268.7 
December, 1941 sscccesccos 341.6 453.3 BSL 2 334 1 BEL 6 301.8 
December, 1942 woccoecocce 346 06 449 .8 349 49 330.2 351.5 307 01 
1943 

eS ea eo PT Kole. 257.9 210.6 183.2 199.9 145.0 

NOVOHROY “2 c-cicarsive ate ceo 198.7 279.6 20558 183.35 216:,0 162.8 

Desemhax s-siwssklen ki 8hs 538.2 440.1 341.7 317.5 365.4 290.7 
I Chang E>» 

December, 1943 cescooce = 2.4 = 2.2 ~ 2.8 = 3,8 + 4,0 - 5.3 


December, 1942 

% Change , 
Jeno Dec op 1943 coonoocs ML We MRE A + 1.2 m Ao + 4.6 ae PEI 
Jane"Dec., 1942 


brug Stores 

December, 1939 sconsccnecos 141.6 160.1 127.6 139.8 152.2 145.2 
December, 1940 cocosccccce 161.9 196.5 (154.9 156.5 169.5 163.1 
December, 1941 s.ooccccsce 182.6, 226 4 163.7 181.5 18€.8 182.0 
December, 1942 GivGess sso 213.1 276.3 183.9 206 .O £25.38 £42.8 
1943 

OCUGUEE “ne ci ZEN Ie o o o's 171.6 £03 .0 165.5 161.7 185.3 *i87.9 

Nov Seber eis ode weds dco 169.9 209.9 167.3 160.3 T7331 ~ 191.8 

December .ccaoceccoccece 248.2 327.4 220.6 235 03 26261 291.3 


% Change, 
December, 1943 scoccccee +16.5 +185 +20.0 414.2 +16 03 +20.0 
December, 1942 

fo Change , 
Jan.~Dec ., 19435 «cccoes. +10.8 +12.0 +10.8 + 833 +13.1 +18.4 


Jén.~Dec., 1942 
a EE oe NE es RE Ie Re 


- 9G = 


Department Store Sales in Canada, by Selected Departments 


December, 1942 and December, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms, including mail-order houses) 


December, December, % Change, 
1942 1943 1943/1942 

TOTAL SALES, All Departments ..ccccrvceee 449445,728 . 43,736,071 or ae 

ie Women's dresses, coats and SUItS seccsccecovee 5,926,115 4,243,651 Geers cig 
©, Girls! and infants!’ wear esecceercceeccossoeere 1,732,725 1,648,564 - 4.9 
3. Hosiery and ZlOVES sececcecevverceevesarsocers 2,483,915 £5443 ,306 =e 66 

| 4. Lingerie Gnd CorsetS ceccoecocscceccecsceveres 2,501,977 2,192,639 mo 47 
15. Millinery cecosccceccccrsecerecvessoscasere eres 326 5427 350,652 | + 7.4 
| 6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) . 10,771,159 10,878,812 + 31.0 
| 7, Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings oo. 6,012,178 55850 ,992 r a Bar. 
8. rns and toilet articles end preparations ec. 1,991,852 2,095,214 + 8,5 
9. Piece ZOOdS eecoeeceecccevccoesessovercsssoses 2,626,764 2,408,798 BES 
‘10. BET eae s Ti ididiesdile 0 6 ¢ a elewidis bleresie 004 orsisiaipieie 2,058,894 Be boo 0G + 4.7 
ll. Food and kindred products ceccceccecscvcreerss 35269,461 2,982,003 - 8.8 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) ». 1,476,675 1,583,041 + 7.2 
13. Home furnishingS ecccecescecsccccssescsoccese 2,508,644 2,494,414 - 0.6 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies. 7314695 598,305 =. 21802 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensilS cosccrcrseorece 1,006,462 996 ,282 aie SO 
16. Radios, musicel jnstruments and supplies eee. 609,762 532,786 - 45.4 
17. Shoes and other footwear sosccceceoscoreecene 2,872,796 2,763,705 - 3.8 
(18. Stationery, books and meet iss Tees oc cms a 2g Croom 1,698,241 aig BSB 
N19. All other departments, total ..-sccercceeeces  6)975,527 6,898,443 - 1.1 


a 


Department Store Sales in Cenada, by Selected Departments 


1942 and 1943 Totals. 
(Based on dollar sales of 21 firms, including mail~order houses) 


TOTAL DAO ¢ All Departments ooeeoo8) 328 ,556 9 630 , 


Women's dresses, coats and suits cooscxocce 
Givis* and dutecite iwear Cita Gis «cle ot mcmsn ste 
Hosiery and QloO Ve ses «+ Aba thes com dawate 
Eiueerl 6 Sncieor sens vss No tademuses asivee wots 
MiLLinery’stumaatem saves femurs o's cw rae wn 
Women's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5) 


Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .. 


- Drugs and toilet articles and preparations. 


Piece goods A tinh ate «vs Onesie 


oO C4R OTH OWT Bw 


SNL L Wares: DE, atte ches 's 6 Meee ite bm cvoleversveln 
Food end kink¥aed: productaél dls Eialudis sw ccovem vine 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 
ee Turn 1 Cees 2 oo dibcla Ral Bhs « manele 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ..cccccoccses 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies .. 


Shoes: and other footwear OP T0CL2HOBLOEB®ECO KH 2000 


Stationery, books and magazines coscovecoes 


All other departments, total. Wyick.ooeccece 


1942 


¥ 


54,947,452 
12,801,420 
14,533,016 
15,087,101 
5,697,677 
80,866 ,666 
58,938,658 
9,819,688 


295009 ,451 


11,809,385 


28,269,186 


18,451,479 
22 534,755 
8,597,339 
12,772,515 
4,534,463 
25,462 5566 
95 735,373 


37 5737 5328 


1943 


326,255,086 


37,467,906 
13,545,123 
14,739,133 
14,658,064 

3,947,254 
84,357,480 
38,490,533 
10,448,392 


£45172,431 


12,544,671 


27,301,804 
16 5930 ,533 
22 4876 ,093 

6,020,944 


11,515,570 


3,248 , 842 - 


23 9362025 
6,451,347 


38,754,621 


% Change, 
1943/1942 


ee 


i 


